
 
 

 

May 5, 2016 • Noon 
Bryan Memorial Plaza - Washington Depot  

 

Welcome                Rev. Linda Williams 
Salem Covenant Church 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Reading of the Governor’s Proclamation 
 
Moment of Silence - Prayer of Confession 

2 Chronicles 7:14 If My people who are called by My name will 
humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin and heal their land.  

 
Prayer for our Families  

1 Corinthians 13:13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and 
love. But the greatest of these is love. 
Ephesians 4:2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, 
bearing with one another in love. 
1 Peter 4:8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers 
over a multitude of sins. 

 
God, our Father, this day we pray for all families. In this world of 

ever-increasing complexity we realize families look different today. 

Families are under great strain and facing many challenges. Work and 

culture place heavy expectations and burdens upon them. God, we 

pray for those who are married, divorced, widowed, and single.  

 

We pray You would strengthen marriages. Grant them peace within 

their homes, enlarge their capacity for understanding, love, and 

forgiveness. We pray for parents and their children. Help parents know 

when to say “no” and when to let go. Give them patience and wisdom 

to guide. Repair those relationships that stand fractured by 

misunderstanding or rebellion. Comfort, protect and raise up children 

whose spirits or bodies have been beaten down. We pray that our 

widows and seniors and singles would not feel forgotten or 

overlooked. But may we all remember to include each other, love one 

another, and reach out to the human family beside us.  

 

God Almighty, strengthen the bind that ties our families together. Let 

laughter be full and long and hearty. May joy and peace abound in our 

homes. Amen. 

 

Prayer for our Government 
1 Timothy 2:1-2 “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people —  for kings 
and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives 
in all godliness and holiness.” 
Proverbs 11:14 Without the guidance of good leaders a nation 
falls. But many good advisers can save it. 

 

Sovereign Ruler, we pray for those who are our leaders in government 

at the local, state and national level. We pray for Mark Lyons, our 1st 

selectman, our Governor, Dannel Malloy, and our Commander-in-

Chief, President Barack Obama. We pray for all who serve as our 

representatives in governing bodies. We ask that you instill in each of 

them wisdom and knowledge, courage to do what is right and not 

necessarily popular, prudence and patience. In a nation that is 

presently so deeply torn by political division, and incivility, we ask 

your mercy and power to change and transform it. May we be a nation 

that exemplifies collaboration and civil discourse.  May our leaders be 

motivated by justice and fairness rather than upon manipulating 

people’s fear and insecurity. May they show sage leadership and be a 

non-anxious presence in an anxious time. 

 

For our Military and EMS Services  
Psalm 46:1 God is our Refuge and our strength, a very present 
help in trouble. 

 

God, our Shield and our Protector, thank you for the men and women 

who serve our country in the military, law enforcement, fire and 

rescue. Even while they serve to protect our liberties, and our safety, 

we pray you would safeguard them. Bless them and their loved ones 



for their enormous sacrifices on our behalf. Grant them strength, 

courage, endurance, and comfort. Gift them with the resources they 

need to do the work they have been called to do. We thank you for our 

veterans; bless them for their service. Heal the wounds they have 

suffered: physically, emotionally, and spiritually. We especially thank 

you for those who never made it back from the line of duty. They gave 

us the ultimate sacrifice, their lives. Let us show our gratitude through 

our own service for our country so that their legacy of service and 

heroism may continue on. 

 
Prayer for our Education 

 Proverbs 22:6“Start children off on the way they should go, and 

even when they are old they will not turn from it.” 
 
Good Teacher, We pray for the teachers, administrators and support 

staff that serve in the field of education here in our own towns: for the 

men and women at Judea Nursery School, Washington Elementary 

School, Washington Montessori, Shepaug High, Deveraux, Rumsey 

and the Gunnery. We pray for those who teach and work at colleges, 

universities, and vocational places of learning.  May our schools, at all 

levels, be safe places for growth and learning. May they be places 

where our students may open their minds to new possibilities, test 

hypotheses, think critically, question and wonder and look in awe at 

the world You created and sustain all around us. We pray that our 

students and faculty alike would be able to listen well – to hear 

different voices and opinions and ideas respectfully even when they 

disagree. We pray that all would grow in truth and knowledge.  

 
Prayer for our Media, Arts, Entertainment & Professional 

Sports  
Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy—think about such things.” 

  
Creator and Creative One, we lift up our artists and athletes, our 

writers and our communicators. They have the power to influence and 

dramatically shape the world around. Urge them to use their creativity 

to bless others, reveal truth, invoke justice, expose injustices, capture 

beauty, convey love, give language to our complex emotions, and 

expand our boundaries of imagination. Encourage and compel them to 

use their extraordinary gifts to teach and inform others, stir and foster 

civil dialogue and conversation around difficult issues, bear hope, and 

inspire others to excel. Guard them from the temptations of greed, 

power, and popularity. 

 
Prayer for our Environment 

Psalm 8:1 O Lord, our Lord, How majestic is Your name in all the 
earth, Who have displayed Your splendor above the heavens! 

 
Majestic God, our nation brims with stunning natural surroundings. It 

is rich in resources, majesty, and awe. From east to west, and north to 

south, the earth gives glory to Your name. Help us to be wise stewards 

of this beautiful creation. Forgive us for the ways we have exploited 

and pillaged for greed, for comfort, for convenience. May we protect 

and work to sustain our forests and prairies, our waters and beaches, 

and our mountains and deserts. Bless those who work in our National 

and State Parks as they preserve these wonders for the coming 

generations.  

 
Prayer for our Churches/Places of Worship 

John 17:23 I in them, and you in me, that they may be made 
perfect in Me, and that the world may know that you have sent 
Me and have loved them as You have loved Me. 

 

Triune God, we pray for unity and accord among our places of 

worship. By Your Spirit guide and lead us to focus our efforts on love, 

grace and forgiveness. Empower us to minister effectively and 

fruitfully within our communities and beyond to a world in need. Give 

us strength to stand firm. May the Church be a beacon of light, guiding 

the lost home. May the Church be ambassadors of hope and peace to a 

world that is desperately looking for both. Keep our places of worship 

safe and secure from those who would want to bring violence in, in 

whatever form. 

 
 
 
 



Prayer for our Business/Trade/Agriculture 
Deuteronomy 8:18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he 
who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his 
covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today. 
Exodus 31: 3-4 And I have filled him with the Spirit of God in 
wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all manner of 
workmanship, to design artistic works, to work in gold, in silver 
and in bronze. 

 
God, Master Gardener and Laborer, we are your workmanship and 

you have invited us to partner with you in good works. You have made 

some to be farmers, laborers, accountants. Others are managers, small 

business owners, and corporate executives. We are thankful for the 

myriad of people who make goods, grow produce, or provide services 

for the citizens of this country. We lift up to You those who labor in 

factories or fields, those who work in cubicles and at computers. For 

all in the business/agriculture sectors, we hope they may take great 

pride in their handiwork. Help them to keep honest business practices 

– to have enterprises and operations founded on honesty, integrity and 

high ethical principles. Help them in their decision- making, 

remembering their employees are not just numbers but people. May 

they be blessed and in turn, bless the community around them. 

 
Prayer for our Healthcare  

Jeremiah 30:17 For I will restore health to you, and your wounds I 
will heal, declares the Lord, because they have called you an 
outcast: ‘It is Zion, for whom no one cares!’  
 
Ezekiel 34:16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, 
and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and 
the fat and the strong I will destroy.  I will feed them in justice. 

  
Great Physician and Wounded Healer, we pray for those who work in 

the medical and mental health field – those who labor in clinics, 

hospitals, assisted living, hospice and research. For all who work with 

the sick, the chronically ill, and the dying, we pray for strength and 

compassion as they pour themselves into others and bear others 

suffering and pain. We pray You would give them endurance and 

provide them sustenance. For every lab technician, nurse, CNA, LNA, 

physician, administrator and staff person, we pray for encouragement, 

sensitivity, and ability to find words when no words seem sufficient. 

We pray they may have the wisdom of Solomon as they deal with 

complex ethical issues even while our science outpaces our moral 

sensibilities. We pray for those seek to find cures and ways to alleviate 

pain or disease. Thank you for the many hours all in this field give for 

our well-being. 

 
Prayer for the Marginalized, Overlooked and Forgotten 

Deuteronomy 15:11 For there will never cease to be poor in the 
land. Therefore I command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to 
your brother and sister, to the needy and to the poor, in your 
land.’ 

 
One who sees all, You see the people we so often marginalize, 

overlook, or forget, … and You love them. We think of the immigrant, 

the widow and the orphan, the impoverished, the imprisoned, the 

unemployed and underemployed, the disabled, and those of a different 

color or dialect or sexual orientation. Forgive us for so readily turning 

a deaf ear and a blind eye. Forgive us for ignoring their plight and their 

suffering. Make us ever-sensitive to their needs and challenges, more 

aware of the reality of their everyday struggles to fit in, belong, or 

have access to the same rights, privileges, and amenities we hold. Help 

us to look past ourselves and look at them with compassion and not 

pity, as fellow human beings and not a nameless burden. May we be a 

nation that makes justice, liberty, and provision for our basic needs 

available to all. Make us all mindful we are dependent upon You and 

we are bound together as human beings created in Your image.  

  
Closing Prayer & Remarks 
 

Alpha and Omega, Beginning and End, we thank you for this day of 

National prayer. Thank you that we can gather freely and pray openly 

on public squares for this country. We know there are far more 

concerns and thanksgiving that may be prayed, but we trust that You 

Yourself are interceding for all of Your world. We thank you that you 

hold all things together in Christ.   May all glory and honor and power 

be Yours, Amen. 

 
 



Song: America the Beautiful 
 

Thank you for being a part of this movement today!  
God Bless America! 

 
America, the Beautiful 

Music By Samual Ward; Lyrics by Katherine Lee Bates 

 
O beautiful for spacious skies,  

for amber waves of grain;  

for purple mountain majesties  

above the fruited plain!  

America! America! God shed his grace on thee,  

and crown thy good with brotherhood  

from sea to shining sea.  

 
O beautiful for pilgrim feet  

whose stern impassioned stress  

A thorough fare for freedom beat  

Across the wilderness!  

America! America! God mend thine every flaw,  

confirm thy soul in self-control,  

thy liberty in law.  

 

O beautiful for heroes 

 proved in liberating strife,  

who more than self their country loved,  

and mercy more than life!  

America! America! May God thy gold refine,  

till all success be nobleness,  

and every gain divine.  

 

O beautiful for patriot dream  

that sees beyond the years  

thine alabaster cities gleam,  

undimmed by human tears!  

America! America! God shed his grace on thee,  
and crown thy good with brotherhood  

from sea to shining sea.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

It is the duty of all nations to acknowledge  
the providence of Almighty God. 

 
President George Washington 

1789 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 5, 2016 • Noon 
Bryan Memorial Plaza - Washington Depot  

 
 


