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“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my 

prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of 

your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 

now, being confident of this, that he who began a good 

work in you will carry it on to completion until the day 

of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:3-6 

 

With the coming extended weekend in recognition 

of Labor Day, I find myself musing about the topic 

of work. It is not uncommon in our day-to-day 

conversations with friends and strangers alike to 

talk about our work. Sometimes it’s about the work 

we are doing around our homes, such 

as cleaning out closets or a long 

overdue renovation. Sometimes it is 

about the work we do in return for a 

paycheck – the excitement about an 

ongoing project, or the frustration with 

co-workers or supervisors, or the 

challenges of a certain circumstance or 

setback. And sometimes it’s a creative 

work we are engaged with, like 

writing, painting, or building. 

 

As we talk about work, it can almost sound like a 

love-hate relationship! There are days we find 

satisfaction in what we are doing while other days 

our minds are intruded by thoughts of longing for a 

few days off or even retirement. One doesn’t have 

to listen long to learn if a person is excited, bored, 

or restless about her work. Even here at Salem, our 

Church Council speaks a great deal about the work 

going on at (and through) the church, and the work 

yet to do.  

 

But I wonder as I write, how often do we think 

about the work God is doing in us? Often, we are 

so focused on our own work – what we are doing - 

that we overlook the fact that GOD is at work in us! 

We can, and do, readily overlook the work that the 

LORD is doing in His world, and among us, and 

especially within us. The Apostle Paul spoke to the 

people of Philippi reminding them with effusive joy 

and confidence, “I am sure of this, that He who 

began a good work in you will bring it to 

completion.” In other words, Church, you yourself 

are part of God’s good work! The Lord is not done 

with you. Paul reminds the Ephesian church, “For 

we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 

we should walk in them.” The Holy Spirit is at work 

shaping and forming His Church – His People – Us 

- more into the likeness of Christ and to do good 

work in His name.  

 

In a memorable scene from Lord of 

the Rings, Gandolf, the wise wizard 

enters unexpectedly into the humdrum 

life of Bilbo Baggins. He pronounces 

to the bewildered hobbit, Bilbo 

Baggins, “You are destined for greater 

things. There is more to you than you 

know!” In that moment, Baggins’ 

whole world is radically turned upside 

down by a wonderful vision of new 

possibilities and adventure; yet at the 

same time, he is terribly shaken, afraid of change. 

We can relate to that tension – we are comfortable 

where we are, as we are, yet deep down we know 

we are made for more!  

 

To be sure, with most any work in progress, things 

can get messy. There are setbacks, interruptions, 

and road blocks. “We don’t always see the evidence 

of His presence that our lifescape is changing…God 

uses every trial, challenge, tribulation, from this life 

to transform us into his glorious image.” The 

present work happening in us may look nothing like 

the final product. But God doesn’t abandon His 

work; He finishes what he starts.  This Labor Day 

Weekend, I encourage all of us to look and take 

notice where God is at work, and to ask the 

question, how is God working in me right now? ✞  

GOD’S WORK, GOOD WORK 
A Message from Pastor Linda 



 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, By Christine Chase 

A huge thank you to all the volunteers who 

helped make this summer’s Vacation Bible 

School a success: Christi Guptill, Pam Quist, 

Amy Hoeniger, Heather Hurley, Amy Julia 

Becker, Starr Evans, and Diane Swanson.  

We had fifteen children and ten middle and 

high school helpers who participated. The 

theme this year was “Maker Fun Factory”, 

and it was chosen because of it’s wonderful message: that we all 

are “Created by God & built for a purpose”. The children enjoyed 

building crafts, singing and performing songs, eating snacks (a 

highlight for many!), playing outdoors with Sports & Games, and 

learning about the Bible & Jesus.  

Each day focused around a different Bible point and an 

accompanying Bible verse & story. For example, the children 

learned “God will always love you” by studying a passage from Luke 22 in which Jesus dies and comes back to 

life. Children were encouraged in their faith by learning about biblical people who overcame obstacles in their 

lives, such as Rahab who believed in God’s mighty power, and Gideon who was always accompanied by God.  

One of the songs the children sang was “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”. This song sums up the VBS 

message beautifully, and I can attest that the Chase girls have been humming the tune for remainder of the 

summer! ✞ 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE NEWLY FORMED 

 

Earlier this past summer, our newly formed Pastoral Relations Committee 

(PRC) met for their first meeting. “The primary purpose of the Pastoral 

Relations Committee is to do whatever is necessary to insure a vital healthy 

mutually beneficial relationship between the congregation and the pastor(s). It 

stand sin the gap to facilitate communication and mediate between the 

pastor(s) and the church members.”*  

 

In this first gathering the PRC agreed that, in addition to the above statement, 

it will provide our Pastor a confidential, supportive lay body with whom the Pastor can discuss sensitive 

church issues and personal well-being. The PRC operates under the authority of the Church Council and 

while it plans and executes the annual evaluation per the Guidelines, it does not have authority over the 

Pastor. The PRC will also work in concert with the Council as a sounding board for the Pastor to discuss 

compensation, and to prepare for the Pastor’s Sabbatical in the future. Our current PRC members are: 

Spencer Guptill, Holly Camp, Amy Hoeniger, Peter Becker, and Jeremy Chase (ex-officio). Its next meetings 

is scheduled for October 26. For more information, people are encouraged to speak with any of the PRC. ✞ 

 
*Pastoral Relation Guidelines, Department of the Ordered Ministry of the Evangelical Covenant Church, October 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 



ENNEAGRAM WORKSHOP, SEPTEMBER 9 

The Enneagram© is an ancient, yet remarkably relevant 

and robust personality tool for understanding ourselves 

and others better. Today many institutions, agencies and 

corporations are using this to enhance work relationships 

and teamwork. It is an excellent resource for our 

interpersonal dynamics. Join us for an intriguing and 

insightful morning with Rev Mary Miller, a certified 

instructor. You will leave with a deeper understanding of 

your core competencies and more! ✞ 
 

 

 

LOVE MERCY, DO JUSTICE 
From our inception the Covenant has been concerned with helping hurting people (love mercy), and addressing the causes of 
that hurt (do justice). The mission of Love Mercy Do Justice (LMDJ) is to “Join God in making things right in our broken world.”  
 

In June, it was announced that the Scroll would highlight different books that give us insight to stories 

and experiences of those who are poor or oppressed, who are suffering or abused, who are marginalized 

or mistreated. One of the best gifts we can give them is a voice, space and freedom to share it. Our part is 

to listen well, as Jesus did. How do we do this if we don’t know anyone first hand in those situations? 

The answer: Read.  

 

This month’s reading suggestions are Hillbilly Elegy and White Trash. In JD 

Vance’s book, Hillbilly Elegy, he shares a colorful, charismatic and eye-

opening memoir of what it was like to grow up in poor, white working-class 

environment.  He doesn’t hold back as he describes his “redneck” family with 

more than its share of social problems. Reading this you will see through the 

eyes and heart of a troubled and conflicted young 

boy who went from living in drug-torn, hopeless 

town to become a Yale Law School graduate. His 

story is raw, engaging, humorous, insightful and real.  

 

White Trash is a “groundbreaking history of the 

class system in America, extending from colonial 

times to the present, Nancy Isenberg takes on our 

comforting myths about equality, uncovering the crucial legacy of the ever-

present, always embarrassing – if occasionally entertaining – poor white trash. 

Isenberg confronts her readers with “the truth about the enduring, malevolent 

nature of class.” ✞ 

 

 

 

 

 

WASHINGTON/WARREN FOOD BANK GOING STRONG, By Samantha Sommerer, Guest Writer 

 

The Washington/Warren Food Bank, located in Warren’s old Town Hall, opened in March 

2017 and has been a great success thus far! The food bank is open to Washington and Warren 

residents on the first and third Tuesday of every month. The first Tuesday of August the food 

bank served 8 households which included 18 individuals. The third Tuesday of August the food  

(continued next page) 



bank served 13 households which included 25 individuals. Donations of food and household items from area 

churches, organizations and individuals keep the Food Bank up and running.   

 

Salem Covenant Church, has been actively involved in helping to stock the shelves with donations on a regular 

basis and has responded very generously to emergency appeals as well.  With each donation, the food bank is 

able to serve more families and individuals. The Washington/Warren food bank allows the participants to take a 

more independent role in ‘shopping’ for more options that better fit their families’ needs. The 

food bank is expected to grow which means we will need continued support of food donations, 

especially during the holiday season. ✞ 

 

Editor’s Note: To make a contribution of non-perishable food for the Food Bank, you may 

leave it in the basket in the Narthex. 

 
Samantha Sommerers is a Community Services Specialist for the Community Action Agency of Western Connecticut, Inc. If you 

would like to contact her for more information about the social services provided for area residents, you may call 860.868.0058 or 

email her at Samantha.sommerer@caawc.org. 

 

PROPERTY UPDATE 

 

Parsonage Deck – The new parsonage deck is nearly finished! This Saturday 

the decking material will be installed on the framing, and steps added. Watch 

for our “ribbon cutting” picnic!  

 

Bantam Fuel is extending an offer to the people of 

Salem Covenant.  For those interested, Bantam is 

offering a price of $2.199 capped or fixed for oil and 

$2.099 capped or fixed for propane (both offers are 

for automatic delivery customers).  Additionally, Bantam is offering a service plan at $199 with a $20 discount 

off the annual cost for anyone joining Bantam new or renewing annual service with us. If you are interested, 

contact customer service and indicate you are part of “Salem Covenant” no later than September 8. 

 

PILL BOTTLES PILING UP? 

Some of you may have empty pill bottles gathering on your bathroom counter, or piling 

up in your recycling bin. Rather than discarding them in the trash, or tossing them in 

recycling, how about re-purposing them for a worthy cause? Matthew 25 Ministries 

takes these seemingly paltry pill bottles and ships them to developing countries around 

the world to be used in hospitals and clinics. If you would like to contribute yours, 

please put them (they may be any size) in plastic bags marked “clean”, and mail them to: 

Matthew 25: Ministries 

11060 Kenwood Road 

Cincinnati, OH  45242 

 
Please be sure they are clean, include their caps and have the labels removed (with no gum residue). 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN for Re-Paving Parking Lot to Launch October 1 
 

At our June Congregational Business meeting, the church voted to launch a capital 

campaign to raise $78,000 for the re-paving of our entire church parking lot. It 

seems a daunting figure for a congregation of our size! Yet, we trust God to be the 

provider for all of our needs. It is the Council’s hope that this capital campaign 

effort will generate the funds needed to finance a project of this scope. The official 

launch date of this campaign is now set for October 1.  (continued next page) 



 

While we recognize this isn’t the most ‘glamorous’ improvement project, a newly paved lot will aesthetically 

enhance our property, make for a safer walking surface, and be easier on our cars’ alignment! We ask that you 

pray about what you may pledge over the course of 78 weeks. It may be: .78¢/week, $7.80/week, or $78/month, 

or more. We only know that every penny moves us one step closer to reaching our goal. Thus far, we have 

received over $2000 toward this endeavor and several 

commitments to monthly pledges. Thank you for your 

prayerful consideration and support. ✞ 

 

DID YOU KNOW? ... ON-LINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE 

Did you know Salem has an electronic option for making regular offerings or 

special gifts? Contributions can be debited automatically from your checking, 

or savings account (with no added service fee), or processed using your credit 

card. Our electronic giving program offers convenience for you and provides 

much-needed donation consistency for general funds. Whether you give 

weekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly, you can choose to do it on-line. If travel, 

illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this program 

will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 
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UPCOMING SEPTEMBER EVENTS  

September 1 – Loaves and Fishes, 3:30 pm  

September 3 - Community Worship, at Washington Pavilion, 10:30 am 

September 9 - Enneagram Workshop with Mary Miller, 9:00 am 

September 10 - Fall Sunday School programs begin, Baptism of Jaxson Butts, Sundaes Sunday 

September 17 – Congregational Business meeting following worship, to discuss/vote on new staff position 

September 22-24 - Pilgrim Pines Women’s Fall Retreat; Pastor Linda will be the Guest Speaker 

September 24 - Amy Julia Becker, Guest Preaching 



 

 

LATER THIS FALL:  

October 1 – Capital Campaign Kicks Off,  

- Family and Fellowship resumes 

October 14 – 5th Annual Womens’ Saturday Gathering, 9 am - 3 pm 

October 15 – Marlon Simpkins, Guest preacher 

October 21 – Justice Conference @ New York Covenant Church, New Rochelle, NY 

October 28 – Annual Penny Auction 

November 5 – All Saints Sunday,  

- Church Birthday Party 

- New! Evening Worship Service followed with Potluck 

November 12 – Grubby Sunday 

November 19 – Covenant World Relief Sunday 

 

 

September Birthdays 

SEPTEMBER 

Edith Johnson     2 

Brianna Rutz     3 

James Dowling     6 

Ted White     7 

Crissy Dowling     8 

Janet Smith     8 

Anthony Alexson   14 

Paden Dickinson   14 

Elliott Fisher    16 

Doug McHan    16 

Joe Went    16 

Craig Nelson    18 

Kaylee Alexson    20 

Jennifer Anthony-Bogue  20 

Nathan Fisher    23 

Kathy Williamson   28 

Pam Quist    30 


