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Genesis: God’s Love Story Begins 
Message from Pastor Linda 

 

Genesis is the first of 66 “books” of the Holy Bible. It’s first four 

words states: In the beginning, God. Genesis is a dramatic, ancient 

opening to the overarching story of God’s love story for us. Some 

have approached Genesis as a history book or something akin to a 

historical novel. Others have wielded it as a science book, waving 

it about as ‘proof’ that the earth was created in literally six days. 

Those who are skeptical of religion and/or God regard it as a book 

of fairy tales, or mythology: Who on earth would believe this?  

 

It is full of people with strange names, who live to be hundreds of years old. They have strange customs and 

live in hard-to-pronounce places. Barely 6 chapters into this ‘love story’ we read of God wiping out His 

people in a mighty, unforgettable flood only to spare a handful of folks. (Isn’t God supposed to be patient and 

loving?) There are odd accounts about a tower of Babel, visiting angels (or wrestling one if your name is 

Jacob!) and the devastation of entire cities. There are moments of blessings and other times, curses. Finally, 

one can’t miss the long parade of men and women who pray, worship, praise God and work, and some (or the 

same!) who lie, cheat, murder, betray, or drink too much. One man in particular, Abraham, keeps popping up 

over and over again, not only in Genesis, but throughout the Bible.  What makes him so special? 

 

No doubt about it, this ancient story reads like an epic tale, and is often challenging for us 21st century, 

Western-world Christians to make heads or tails of it.  Genesis raises lots and lots of questions – good ones. 

Important ones. Tough ones. Ones that we should pay attention to. Peter Enns, Old Testament professor and 

author, makes the helpful suggestion to regard Genesis (actually the entire Bible) as “more a land we get to 

know by hiking through it and exploring its many paths and terrains. This land is both inviting and inspiring, 

but also unfamiliar, odd…and at points unsettling – even risky and precarious.”1  

 

This fall (during our Worship hour) I invite you to join me on this hike through the land of “Genesis”. Let’s 

explore together what this ancient story, inspired by Holy Spirit of God, has to show us of God Himself, and 

how it is relevant to our own lives for this day. I believe we will discover it’s quite an unforgettable, 

matchless love story! 

 
(The Bible Tells Me So...Why Defending Scripture Has Made Us Unable to Read It, Peter Enns, p. 24)    

 

 

SUPPORT FOR TIM MEEKER, JR. & FAMILY 

On August 18, Tim Meeker Jr. was involved in a terrible accident involving a tractor. 

He sustained internal injuries and severe head trauma. He remains in critical condition. 

There are a number of ways to support the family at this time:  

1. Pray fervently for Tim Jr., for his parents, Tim and Lisa, for Wes, and for the 

extended family. The power of prayer cannot be overstated! 

 



2. Send a note/card. (Addresses below) 

3. Provide a meal – contact Robin McHan to arrange a day 

4. Provide a ride – contact Robin McHan or Lisa Swanberg (mother). 

5. Provide healthy snacks. (We have enough water, and snack bars now; thank you!) 

6.  Visit the hospital (ICU waiting room). 

7. Call or text Lisa Swanberg, Tim Meeker, and/or Wes Meeker and let them know you are praying. 

Even if they don’t pick up or answer, they will know you are thinking about them. If you need their 

numbers, please contact the Church Office, 860.868.2794.  

8. Give a financial donation through our Benevolent Fund – these funds are used to help our church 

family in need. http://www.covchurchgiving.com/p-1873-benevolentdiaconate-fund.aspx 

 

Lisa Swanberg 

4 Brinsmaid Road 

Washington Depot, CT 06794 

Tim Meeker, Sr.  

212 Woodville Road 

Warren, CT 06777

 

 

GENERATIONS OF VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, By Amy Julia Becker, Chair, Spiritual Formation 

 

Our church has made a renewed commitment to 

Vacation Bible School in recent years. It’s been a 

blessing to many within our church community—the 

volunteer teachers and helpers and the youth within our 

church get to know one another better and grow in their 

knowledge of who God is and how He cares for us. But 

one of the unexpected joys of VBS is the way it blesses 

people outside of our church community.  

 

It’s not just that kids who don’t regularly attend church 

come to our church in August for five days of singing 

and playing and learning about Jesus. This year, I heard 

stories that speak to the generational impact of VBS. One woman from Litchfield told me about how she had 

attended VBS at Salem as a child, and now her own children look forward to it every year. Another woman 

from Washington mentioned how her adult children still think back with gratitude to their years attending 

Salem’s VBS when they were kids.  

 

Last fall, a group of us gathered to decide whether we would run VBS this summer. We were a little worried 

about the financial cost, but more concerned about the amount of time and energy we would need to ask of 

Pastor Linda and the adult volunteers. Despite those concerns, we decided to move ahead.  

 

It is hard to measure the impact of VBS or demonstrate with numbers that it was “worth” the time and money 

we spent. But when my own kids say that the one thing they want to prioritize next summer is a week in our 

church basement, I know we’re doing something right. And when members of our local community who 

aren’t members of our church speak with gratitude about Salem’s VBS program going back a generation, I 

know this is a positive witness and invitation to our town.  

 

Thank you, Salem, for investing in generations of people and families through VBS!  

 

MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 

We are thrilled to welcome six new Members and Associate Members to Salem. On August 26, we offered 

the hand of welcome and fellowship to Rolf Anderson, Vincent and Dawn Belanger, Cathy Greiner, Sandi 

Lee, and Rev. Brad Bergfalk (not pictured). Prior to their membership, they have already been involved in the 

life of Salem, with each sharing their wonderful gifts.  



 
 
 

 

Vincent has helped to upgrade the kitchen pass-through window, and was key to the parsonage deck’s 

construction. Dawn is serving on the Lydia Room Design team, 

and cares for the floral arrangement on the Altar. Rolf Anderson is 

a walking history book of the Covenant. Cathy Greiner sings in the 

choir, and is active in Fellowship. Sandi will be one of our 

speakers at this year’s Women’s Saturday Gathering, and is the 

Office Administrator for the East Coast Conference. Rev. Brad 

Bergfalk has been a speaker at our Lenten lunches, and serves as 

Pastor at First Congregational Church of Litchfield while also 

holding his license with the ECC. Welcome to all!  

 

PRAYERS ANSWERED FOR NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR/WORSHIP 

LEADER  

When we learned that our Music Director, Susan Anthony-Klein was stepping down after 

28 years, there was that tell-tell gulp and flutter within, “Oh no! What now? Our Search 

Committee understood the challenge of finding and drawing someone competent, 

experienced and the ‘right chemistry’ to fill this key role. So before jumping into action, 

we began with prayer – knowing, acknowledging and trusting the Lord to lead the person 

He had in mind to us. After a 12 week process, He has!  

 

Dianne DeMarco has been offered and 

accepted the position of Music Director/Worship Leader. She 

is excited to begin and brings with her a wealth of experience 

gained over four decades. She has worked in various positions 

including Music Teacher at Rumsey Hall and Shepaug High 

School, with a focus in theater, as Music Director at several 

churches and most recently at Mary Mother of the Church in Waterbury as organist and cantor.   

 

She is brimming with energy and has a passion faith in Christ. When asked what she is most looking forward 

to as she begins her new role at Salem, Dianne answered: “I am looking forward to meeting new people and 

sharing God’s praise through music as I begin a new chapter in my life at Salem. Washington has been my 

home off and on for the last 30 years and having the opportunity to be on Baldwin Hill at a most welcoming 

Christian community to do the thing I love best, well, it doesn’t get better than that! Thanks for having me!”  

 

Dianne began work with the Choir this past week (August 30) and she will join us for her first Sunday later 

this month.  

 

 

LOVE MERCY, DO JUSTICE 
From our inception the Covenant has been concerned with helping hurting people (love mercy), and addressing the 
causes of that hurt (do justice). The mission of Love Mercy Do Justice (LMDJ) is to “Join God in making things right in 
our broken world.”  
 

White Picket Fences: Turning Toward Love in a World Divided by Privilege 

 

Amy Julia Becker’s latest book is a gentle invitation into the challenging topic of privilege. The notion 

that some might have it better than others, for no good reason, offends our sensibilities. Yet, until we 

talk about privilege, we’ll never fully understand it or find our way forward. 

“… To be on Baldwin Hill at a most 

welcoming Christian community to do 

the thing I love best, well, it doesn’t get 

better than that! ~ Dianne DeMarco 



 
 
 

 

Amy Julia Becker welcomes us into her life, from the charm of her 

privileged southern childhood to her adult experience in the northeast, and 

the denials she has faced as the mother of a child with special needs. She 

shows how a life behind a white picket fence can restrict even as it 

protects, and how it can prevent us from loving our neighbors well. 

White Picket Fences invites us to respond to privilege with generosity, 

humility, and hope. It opens us to questions we are afraid to ask, so that 

we can walk further from fear and closer to love, in all its fragile and 

mysterious possibilities. 

 

Praise for White Picket Fences: 

I want to read every word Amy Julia Becker writes. No one I know 

captures so completely the ache and the joy of being human. White Picket 

Fences is her most compelling book yet, tackling one of the thorniest 

topics of our time and illuminating it with honesty, humility, and hope. Privilege so often involves a 

conspiracy to forget, and this book gently, unflinchingly insists that we remember. But it also helps us 

believe that in a world so often torn by violence and indifference, love can still have the last and best 

word. – Andy Crouch, Author 

 

Beautifully and elegantly written in a prose that does not allow us to shrink from a painful reality, 

Becker challenges us to move out of the stagnant state of “benign” racism. Without “white-explaining,” 

Becker presents a convincing story of everyday privilege, a disruption of that privilege, and a necessary 

transformation. – Soong-Chan Rah, Milton B. Engebretson Professor, North Park Theological 

Seminary, Author of The Next Evangelicalism and Prophetic Lament 

 

Discussing the reality of privilege is both uncomfortable and essential. In White Picket Fences, Amy 

Julia Becker explores this critically important topic without being heavy handed or didactic…White 

Picket Fences is compelling, wise, and vital. – Tish Harrison Warren, Priest in the Anglican Church of 

North America and author of Liturgy of the Ordinary 

 
 

 

CHURCH PROPERTY 

 

 
 

We are happy to announce that the re-paving project for the church parking lot will begin September 4. 

During the project, please pay close attention to heavy equipment and any temporary signs providing 

directions/instructions. Vehicles may park on the lower driveway (alongside the 

children’s playground) during the time of operations.  

 

The Lydia Room’s new facelift is nearly complete. We 

have two more significant phases to finish before the great 

‘reveal.’ Thank you for your patience.  

 

 

 

 



Several dead trees on the perimeter of our parking lot were cut down, 

courtesy of John Lord Tree. It made for plenty of dead wood! Our thanks to 

Mark Showalter, Trustee, for clearing it from the property. 

 

 

On-going Maintenance and Repairs 

 

There is no doubt, Salem is blessed with beautiful 

natural surroundings and a lovely church building 

for the people of God to 

gather. Throughout every 

generation, the church family 

has sought to be good stewards 

of what we have  

 

been given. With a property and building our size, there are always ongoing projects, 

repairs, cleaning and maintenance to be done. Men and women work quietly in the 

background and usually during off-hours working to keep the property/building clean and 

in working order. Because of them, grass is mowed, weeds are cut, carpets are vacuumed, 

flowers are watered, cupboards are kept tidy, bathrooms are cleaned, trash is emptied. 

Thank you to our unsung servants for all you do! 

 

Thank you! 
 

Dear Friends,  

Your support is so important to ÄdelBrook! Thank you for your recent donation. When you answered our call 

for help to construct a stimulating and satisfying summer experience for students with autism, you might have 

a imagined the impact that your generous gift would make. Perhaps a vision of a pool full of kids splashing 

and playing in the warm afternoon sun came to mind, or a quieter moment that involved ice cream enjoyed on 

a shady bench with good buddies. You could imagine these scenarios because you may have enjoyed similar 

events as a youth. The part of our youths’ summer experience that is harder to imagine is how the symptoms 

of autism and other neuro-developmental disabilities alter their approach to every aspect of their lives. 

 

Although our youth might address summer activities differently than most, they do enjoy themselves and they 

benefit tremendously from the experience. They will now be able to go on field trips and have more exposure 

to community events…. In remembering ÄdelBrook with a gift, you are ensuring that opportunities to build 

these life skills can be options for change. On behalf of these children and young adults and their families who 

love them, thank you for your support. 

 

With Gratitude, 

Garrell S. Mullaney, President & CEO 
 

Dear Salem, 

 

Thank you for partnering with Susan B. Anthony Project to provide safety, healing and growth.  

My sincere thanks to you … for your ongoing support, so notable in the lives of survivors of domestic and 

sexual violence.  

 

Sincerely,  

Jeanne S. Fusco, Executive Director 
 

(Both letters edited for length.) 



 

SEPTEMBER EVENTS 

September 2 – Joint Community Service 

Riverwalk Pavilion, 10:30 am 

September 4 – Labor Day, Office Closed 

September 8 – Loaves & Fishes, 3:30 pm 

September 10 – Baby Shower for Carolyn’s 

Place, 6:00 pm @ Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help 

September 11 – 9/11 Service @ Firehouse, 

- Council Meeting, 7:00 pm 

September 13 – Start of Dinner & Bible 

study @ William’s house, 6:00 pm 

September 16 – Adult Bible study begins; 

Youth’s Bagel & Bible Study begins 

September 21-23 – East Coast Conference 

Women’s Retreat, Pilgrim Pines 

September 23 – Classical Musical Recital, 

4:00 pm 

September 26 – Evening prayer, 7:00 pm 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 20 – Justice Coalition Conference, New Rochelle, NY  

October 27 – Annual Penny Auction

 

 September Birthdays  

 

2 – Edith Johnson 

6 – James Dowling 

8 – Chrissy Dowling 

8 – Janet Smith 

14 – Anthony Alexson 

16 – Elliott Fisher 

16 – Doug McHan 

16 – Joe Went 

18 – Craig Nelson 

20 – Jenny Anthony-Bogue 

20 – Kaylee Alexson 

23 – Nathan Fisher 

30 – Pam Quist 


