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For many churches, 

summer months 

usually translates as 

downtime for church events and activities. While the pace 

of activities here at Salem has slowed a bit, and many 

people have been off and away, there has been plenty going 

on these past two months and will continue to into August. 

Every aspect of church life has been ‘a-buzz’. Our doors 

have been swinging open and shut as people of all ages 

come and go, engaging with God, with one another, and 

with the wider community. Just read for yourself… 
 

In Service and Outreach… 

Many individuals have stepped 

up to help those in need. As 

you will read later in the Scroll, 

people gathered each Sunday in 

July to make sandwiches for 

children who would go without lunch otherwise during 

these summer days. This ministry has been in partnership 

with Loaves and Fishes of New Milford.  
 

Another group of people spent their Tuesday/Thursday 

evenings preparing for our Annual Tag Sale. This was no 

small endeavor! Too, we are grateful for the many items 

donated by so many. Some may ask, ‘wouldn’t it be easier 

to throw a few extra bucks in the plate each Sunday than do 

all this work? The Tag Sale is more than raising funds for 

our General Fund. It is an opportunity to bless others. It 

provides gently-used items at affordable prices for those 

who might not have the resources to purchase them new. 

This year, 10% of the proceeds will be used to purchase 

groceries for the Washington/Warren food bank. 

 

This week our church is hosting a summertime 

extravaganza for children. Volunteers have devoted time 

planning, preparing and now leading an event that gives 

children lasting memories. They are learning about God 

and His amazing love through creative projects, songs, 

videos and more.  
 

After sending out an appeal for non-perishable food items 

and toiletries to replenish our local food bank, boxes, cans, 

jars and packages of food have been showing up, spilling 

over the basket’s brim!  
 

In Fellowship… 

A small number of us have met for Evening prayer. It 

doesn’t seem like much on the outside, but these have been 

special times of sharing and praying for the concerns of our 

congregation and beyond. God’s Spirit is palpably felt by 

those present. God hears our prayers! 
 

A few of our teens have met on Thursday mornings for 

Book Club. Often than not seems to be more about catching 

up on each other’s lives than discussing a book. 

Nevertheless, it has been a positive experience.  
 

For our older saints, several brunches were hosted. It was 

wonderful to relax and visit with one another simply for the 

sake of fellowship. Our Lay Visitation Team continues to 

pop in for visits with our shut-in’s. 
 

In an effort to reach younger 

families and new people, we 

launched Sundaes Sundays. On 

given Sundays, we follow 

worship with homemade ice 

cream Sundaes in the fellowship room. If you want to see 

some amazing, eye-popping Sundaes, this is the place to 

be! Though we haven’t seen new faces, it’s been much 

appreciated by those who get to dig into these mounds of 

cold bliss and share time talking about life happenings. 
 

In Worship… 

While the choir takes the summer to re-energize, we have 

been blessed to listen to talented individuals share special 

music in our worship services. Our hearts have been 

touched by songs and selections presented by Ron Ames, 

Jennifer Anthony-Bogue, Julie Fredlund, Susan Anthony-

Klein, John Quist, and Heather Pytel. Our congregation is 

grateful for their gifts of music.  
 

Our Summer Series is: Where is THAT written? We are 

looking at sayings we often hear in conversations that 

sound biblical and well-meaning. They sound good –Bibles 

but in actuality they are half-truths, and too often wound 

others and misrepresent God and His character. 
 

In Property Care… 

Many small and large projects alike are being addressed 

this summer. Some are quite noticeable, others don’t meet 

the eye. This is an indications we are striving to be shrewd 

stewards of the building and property the Lord has blessed 

us with.  It is our ministry center in which all the church 

family can gather and be both safe and comfortable. No 

doubt, just as the flowers and fields are flourishing in these 

summer days, so too is Salem! To God be the Glory!✞ 

 

BUSY SUMMER DAYS 
A Message from Pastor Linda 



SENIOR BRUNCHES 

What could be better than time shared with good friends over homemade brunch foods? On two separate 

mornings this month, 22 of our Seniors gathered at Pastor Linda and Michel William’s home to enjoy a 

sumptious feast, including breakfast casseroles, fruit salad, homemade muffins and coffee cake, and more! It 

was wonderful to share the time telling stories and getting caught up with each other’s summer activities. 

 

IT’S A WRAP! By Robin McHan 

Another successful Tag Sale has ended. Phew!!! Thank you to all those who donated items, to the dedicated 

ladies who spent hours sorting & pricing, and to those who helped with cleanup & delivering to Goodwill. The 

proceeds from our tag sale not only add to our operating budget, but 10% is donated this year to the 

Washington-Warren Food Bank. Over $1800 was raised through this collective effort! 

 

 

 

 

BABY DEDICATION!  
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 

 for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not 

receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”  

And he too the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them. 

 

On Sunday, July 30, Morgen and Elliott Fisher, (and Hayden and Nathan) and our 

congregation shared in the joy of the dedication of Connor Timothy Fisher. Before God, 

and the church, Elliott and Morgen made their promises to dedicate themselves to the 

Christian nurture of their son. And then the congregation made their promise to support and 

help Connor to grow in his knowledge and love of Christ. Connor is such a blessing! 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER LUNCHES FOR CHILDREN, By Lillian Ames 

Loaves and Fishes is sponsoring a summer lunch program for some New Milford 

children. Salem Church has been very generous in making lunches one day a 

week during July. Some kids even carry these lunches to day camp. In spite of all 

the other activities happening at Salem, "many volunteers' hands made light 

work". Thanks to all who stayed after church each Sunday to prepare peanut 

butter and jelly or ham and cheese sandwiches (this made us hungry!!).   

 

Many thanks to our volunteers: Ron Ames, Patty Anderson, Joseph Bennett, 

Laura Cannavaro, Ann Dahl, Crissy Dowling, Starr Evans, Sue Rowe, Betty 

Sutter, Diane Swanson, Susan Swanson, Carol Walzer, Barbara Went, Kristen 

White, Linnea White and Dolly Whitney. 

 

Left to right: Starr Evans, Lillian Ames,  
Susan Rowe, and Joe Bennett 

Before ….and after…. 

Some of our volunteers 

Leftover items off to Goodwill… 



 

 

LOVE MERCY, DO JUSTICE 
From our inception the Covenant has been concerned with helping hurting people (love mercy), and addressing the causes of 
that hurt (do justice). The mission of Love Mercy Do Justice (LMDJ) is to “Join God in making things right in our broken world.”  
 
In June, it was announced that the Scroll would highlight different books that give us insight to stories and 

experiences of those who are poor or oppressed, who are suffering or abused, who are marginalized or mistreated. 

One of the best gifts we can give them is a voice, space and freedom to share it. Our part is to listen well, as Jesus 

did. How do we do this if we don’t know anyone first hand in those situations? The answer: Read.  

 

This month’s reading suggestions are on black/white relationships.’ The New 

Jim Crow, by Michelle Alexander, is a seminal book on the subject of race, 

mass incarceration, and the “divisive racial impact of our criminal-justice 

policies.’ The first portion of the book provides a helpful history of slavery 

and the penal system in America and then delves deeply into the main theme: 

the development of a new racial caste system, or ‘racial control’.  The book is 

eye-opening and sobering, as she carefully lays out the dramatic racial 

disparity of punishment in America. Having done copious and comprehensive 

research, Alexander, eloquently and persuasively reveals why this disparity 

matters and how it impacts all of us.   

 

The second book, Small Great Things by Jodi 

Picoult, addresses the reality of our current racial 

tension through fictional characters. Small Great Things “follows an African-

American nurse who is asked to be removed from caring for the sick child of two 

white supremacists. The nurse then has to make a choice between saving the 

child and disobeying the parents’ objection to a black woman caring for their 

child. When things “go south,” … she finds herself on trial – and counseled by a 

white public defender.” (BC Bakkila, People Magazine)  Picoult thoughtfully 

exposes our unconscious prejudices and stereotypes, around privilege, power, 

and race. The storyline itself is gripping, the writing superb, but what makes this 

book extraordinary is Picoult’s ability to put us in other’s shoes, and see the 

world through their eyes.  
 

 

 

 

 

OUR OLD PARTS WEARING OUT! 

PROPERTY UPDATE, By Bob Dickinson 

 

We are currently waiting for a new re-circulator pump for the church water heater. Bantam 

Fuel is going to compare prices for the new unit and get back to us for a date and time to 

make the repair. Unfortunately, this will be an expensive part because of the bronze 

coating around the pump assembly. 

 

Also, when the guys from Fire Control were doing the installation for 

our new Fire Control System, they discovered a leaking valve in the choir closet downstairs 

which apparently been leaking for a while. Bantam Fuel was called and their technician 

made the necessary repair. (continued next page) 

 

http://people.com/author/bcbakkila/


Finally, the parsonage refrigerator motor/ fan assembly has grown significantly noisier and progressively worse 

and is now in need of immediate replacement. Ariel Ruiz (Aaron’s father) came out to make a temporary 

adjustment until the new part arrives. 
 

NEW FIRE CONTROL SYSTEM INSTALLED AND RUNNING! By Michel Williams 

Salem’s fire alarm system that topped an amazing 40+ years has been updated.  The new system has been 

installed and smoke detectors have been added to all classrooms that previously did not have detectors.  The 

system also has the latest smoke detection technology and monitors the building with the ability to call out over 

a cell signal.  This method assures our building is reliably monitored and sends a message to a 24-hour 

monitoring service that will contact the Washington Fire Department during a real event in the building.  
Thanks to Tom Hoefer and his staff from Fire Control System for a fantastic installation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN for Re-Paving Parking Lot to Launch, By Jeremy Chase, Church Chair 

 

At our mid-year business meeting (June 4th) we learned about several important 

capital improvement projects that are needed at Salem. One was upgrading our 

outdated Fire Control System; this was approved and installed in July (see above). 

The second was the installation of curtain drains and pothole repair in the church’s 

upper parking lot. This work was also approved and is slated to be done by Circle 

Asphalt sometime late summer, early fall.  

 

A much larger additional project - the repaving of the entire church parking lot – also is needed. To our 

knowledge this parking lot has never been repaved.  The most cost-efficient way to complete this project will be 

to do it all at once.  The anticipated cost, $78,900, is very high, however, and at the current time we do not have 

sufficient funding for this in our capital improvement account.  

 

Considering all of this, Salem voted to launch a capital campaign to raise the money needed for this project.  

This campaign will officially start in September, and we hope to raise the money within 18 months, or 78 

weeks.  This translates to about $1000 per week needed to put us in a position to start repaving in the first half 

of 2019.  It is understood that members of our congregation have varying levels of financial resources and 

budgets.  Please start to prayerfully consider what kind of pledge you and your family may/will make to aid our 

campaign when it kicks off in September.  Every pledge 

helps tremendously! Over a 78-week timeframe, even a 

small weekly commitment can really add up!! 

 

 

This unusual hardware item is an electric 

magnet. If the fire control system senses 

fire in the building, the magnet releases the 

door, causing it to close and hinder the 

spread of fire. 

 

One of these units are installed on 
each floor. The display informs us 
which alarm is sounding in what 
area.  

This is the main control center located in 
our Mechanical Room. It is much more 

sophisticated and considerably more 
compact than our previous unit. 



OUR BABIES WILL BE SITTING PRETTY!  

Salem has recently acquired two high chairs for our Fellowship room, thanks to the 

sharp eyes of Maryanne Lundberg who spotted them at the 1st Congo’s giant Tag sale. 

We are grateful for this gift, and glad to better serve our parents with young children! 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

It’s happening right now! All are invited to come the Friday, August 4 (the final day) at 

11:30 am to listen to the children sing all their new songs learned during the week. This is 

a 30 minute event you don’t want to miss! 

 

 

THANKING GOD, By Diane Swanson 

 

As many of you may know I was finally able to go to Maine.  It has been 5 years since I’ve been. Just to let 

those of you who don’t know, I spent my summers in Maine with my family since I was 4 years old. We rented 

small cottages (which were old Army Bunkers) in a place called Land’s End in a town called Cape Porpoise 

which is right next to Kennebunkport. (Yes same town where the Bush’s reside in the summer. I have great 

stories. Ask me anytime.) The cottages went up for sale in 1972 and my parents bought one.  

 

After my Mom died, my brother sold the cottage. He had asked me if there was anything I wanted before he 

sold it; yes, there were two major things I wanted: an anchor and some buoys. The anchor was one that my Dad 

and I found when we were clearing brush away from the cottage. We put it on the lamppost where it stayed until 

the day the cottage sold.  Over the years, I had collected the buoys while I was out kayaking (loose ones, of 

coures!). I hung them on our little shed we had.  

 

When the cottage sold, my brother didn’t put either the anchor or the buoys aside for me. Needless to say, I was 

upset, but thought ‘I guess it wasn’t meant to be.’ When I got up there Saturday, I went right to Land’s End to 

see my old stomping grounds. I came upon the cottage and it still looked the same. I walked around it, where 

low and behold, there were the anchor and buoys! I was so happy to see they were still there. A guy came up to 

me and asked if he could help me; I told him my story. I told him about the anchor and the buoys. To my 

surprise, he said, “Oh yeah, they [the owners] asked me if I wanted them and I said no.” Then he said they were 

looking to get rid of them. I almost passed out and told him I would love them!  

 

So he called the owners and told them my story. They told him ‘tell her she can have them.” I hit the ground 

crying. I have always held those two things in my mind and how much I wish I had them. They have a lot of 

memories of summers gone by. So, I thank God every day for that man showing up while I was there, and 

everything turning out the way it did.  

 

Thanks Be To God!!!!                   

Peace, Diane Swanson 

 

UPCOMING SUMMER EVENTS 

 

 Inspired by one of our own 

teens at Salem, a Summer Teen 

Book Club is happening! So if 

you know any youth, Grades 7-

12 who love to read, tell them 

about it! We meet Thursdays, at 

11:00 am.  

  



DID YOU KNOW? ... ON-LINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE 

Did you know Salem has an electronic option for making regular offerings or 

special gifts? Contributions can be debited automatically from your checking, 

or savings account, or processed using your credit or debit card.  

Our electronic giving program offers convenience for you and provides much-

needed donation consistency for general funds.Whether you give weekly, 

monthly, quarterly, or yearly, you can choose to do it on-line. If travel, illness 

or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this program will 

allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 
 

IMPORTANT AUGUST EVENTS & DATES 

Vacation Bible School – Happening today through August 4! 

Council Meeting – August 16 

Sundaes Sunday – August 6 

Evening Prayer – August 23 

Sundaes Sunday – August 26  
 

UPCOMING SEPTEMBER EVENTS  

September 3 - Community Worship, at Washington Pavilion, 10:30 am 

September 9 - Enneagram Workshop with Mary Miller, 9:00 am 

September 10 - Fall Sunday School programs begin, Baptism of Jaxson Butts 

September 22-24 - Pilgrim Pines Women’s Fall Retreat; Pastor Linda will be the Guest Speaker 

September 24 - Amy Julia Becker, Guest Preaching 

 

August Birthdays 

August 

Ann Dahl     1 

Muriel Golembeski    1 

Inger Pearson     1  

Bonne Luck-Aulik    2 

Oliver Taylor    4 

Joseph Snedden    5 

Bobby Swanson     6 

William Becker     7 

Robin McHan     8 

Wes Meeker     8 

Arne Pearson    11 

Laura Cannavaro   13 

Caden Sivick    15 

Grace Kalinosky    16 

Morgen Fisher    17 

Trinity Williamson   18 

Adam Rutz    19 

Beth Mullen    20 

Heather Rowe    20 

Betty Johnson    23 

Robin Extance    27 

John Varley    29 

Paige Parker    31 


