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Jesus Rescues … or Does He? 
Message from Pastor Linda 

 

Throughout this week, children and youth have been 

gathering each day for Vacation Bible School. It’s 

been a terrific time together as the children have 

learned new songs, engaged in fun activities, laughed 

and played, and heard over and over again how much 

Jesus loves them. The dozen youth volunteers have 

been a wonderful help and appreciated by our 

amazing teachers. This is good reason to thank God! 

 

This year’s VBS theme is Shipwrecked: Rescued by 

Jesus. The past three days, the children have heard 

the good news that Jesus ‘rescues’ us when we are 

lonely, struggling, worried, make wrong choices, and 

feel powerless. Even in their early years, children 

have experienced, in some measure, the painful 

reality of these feelings/situations. For this reason, 

we may be grateful they are learning that Jesus hears 

and cares, and He comes alongside of us.  

 

But, as I muse over these daily lessons, I find myself 

conflicted. Yes, Jesus does indeed save. We read of 

this over and over again in God’s Word: Daniel in 

the lions’ den emerged the next morning unscathed; 

David, continually hunted by half-crazed Saul, 

always eluded him; the Apostle Paul, more than 

once, escaped an angry, violent mob.  

 

We, too, have certainly found ourselves in places 

shipwrecked after a very scary season stormed 

through our lives, wreaking immeasurable havoc and 

chaos upon our souls, our wallets, or our family and 

friends. By the grace of God, we were rescued! Be it 

from debt or depression, loneliness or cancer, Christ 

did step in and/or He placed someone in our lives to 

help pull us to safety. 

 

But, I wonder what about those situations and 

occasions when Jesus didn’t step in, those times 

when God didn’t rescue someone in trouble? Here 

again I think of different stories in Scripture – Moses 

leading his people out of Egypt, but never setting 

foot in the Promised Land; John the Baptist being 

beheaded on a whim; Stephen being stoned to death 

for speaking the truth; and the men and women in 

Acts terribly persecuted for their new faith in Christ.   

 

I can name examples from today too:  

My friend who buried not one of her two young sons, 

but also the second two years later. 

A dear friend who lost her home in foreclosure while 

another lost his in a fire.  

And we all know those who were diagnosed with 

cancer and no cure came. 

 

Oh yes, plenty of examples come to my mind when 

Christ didn’t show up in the nick of time, didn’t grab 

hold of loved ones and pull them safety, didn’t 

provide relief, didn’t bring in the money needed, 

didn’t remove the shackles of addiction.  

 

So, you understand the tension. Truth be told, at 

times it is difficult to reconcile the biblical truth, 

‘Jesus rescues’ with the present reality that I see. 

In some situations, ‘Jesus rescues’ doesn’t ring quite 

the same. I don’t see as Christ does – He has long-

range, perfect sight…Me? Not so much.  

 

So does this make me less a Christian? Does it 

invalidate my faith? Not at all. God wants us to ask 

the tough questions – to wrestle with Him – to search 

for Him with all our heart.  

 

This internal conflict brings me back to the words 

above - Jesus’ words for His disciples, His words for 

us. He shared them just as was about to be taken 

captive, unjustly tried, and brutally crucified:  

I have told you all this so that you will have 

peace of heart and mind. Here on earth you will 

have many trials and sorrows; but be of good 

courage, for I have overcome the world.”  

“I have told you all this so that you will have peace of 

heart and mind. Here on earth you will have many 

trials and sorrows; but be of good courage, for I have 

overcome the world.” - John 16:33 
 



Christ tells it like it is: There is no way to soften or 

sugarcoat the truth. We will have difficulties. We 

will have hardships. Terrible things are going to 

happen. Following Him does not include a free pass 

around suffering. It doesn’t insulate us from sorrow. 

We live in a fallen world with fallen people as fallen 

persons. It’s a sure thing we will go through 

heartache and trials. Even God, the Father, didn’t 

‘rescue’ Christ from the suffering of the Cross; there 

was something far, far greater planned.   

 

But! Be of good courage. He has overcome the 

world. It won’t be anything He hasn’t already faced; 

it won’t be anything he hasn’t already dealt with and 

overcome. This is sometimes called the “already and 

not yet” – it has happened and yet it is still to be fully 

expressed.   

 

As you and I live and move in the tension of this 

‘already and not yet’, He equips and empowers us to 

face what is before us with hope, courage and 

confidence.  “Faith seldom answers the why of our 

problems but instead offers the answer to how we’ll 

get through this.” 

 

Yes, Jesus rescues --- now and not yet. I am placing 

my faith in Him, and in the reality that He will instill 

in us a peace of mind and heart as He equips and 

empowers us to face the hardships before us.

 

 

JULY GUEST PREACHER, REV. MARY PUTERA 

 

In mid-July, Rev. Mary Putera and her husband, Joe, of Rhode Island, visited Salem 

for worship. Pastor Mary preached on the third fruit of the Spirit: Peace.  You may 

listen to her sermon by visiting: 

A “shout out” of thank you to Jeremy Chase for leading Worship that Sunday. 

 

SUNDAES MAKE FOR SWEET SUNDAYS  

 

To everyone’s delight Sundaes Sundays are 

back this summer. On the 2nd and 4th Sundaes 

of the Summer months, the Fellowship 

committee has laid out a Sundaes “bar”, offering three flavors of ice 

cream, and a number of different toppings. After worship, congregants 

of all ages have come down and imbibed in these sweet treats while 

catching up with one another.  

 

 

BAG LUNCHES FOR NEW MILFORD CHILDREN & YOUTH 

 

Many children and their families depend on funded school 

lunches. During the summer months, while school is out, 

these meals are not available.  If not for the help of many 

organizations, many children would go without lunch in 

New Milford. In partnership with Loaves and Fishes, Salem made sandwiches and prepared bag lunches over 

the month of July. Thank you to Lillian Ames for coordinating this effort and to all our volunteers.  
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CAMP SQUANTO REFLECTIONS 

Camp Squanto is part of the Pilgrim Pines Conference Center (in Swanzey, NH) and is 

part of the East Coast Conference. They run week-long summer camps for children of 

all ages, nurturing our next generation in their faith in Christ. This year some of our 

Salem youth participated in their camp sessions: Hayden Fisher, William Becker, 

Angela Chase, Haleigh LaBoy and Tristan Williamson. Here are some camp reflections 

submitted by Hayden and William. 

 

Hayden: Camp Squanto is an amazing place we have church after breakfast and after dinner. Church is where 

we sing songs about God, but the songs are rock ‘n’ roll God songs. Before we eat we get into cabin groups 

then we have trivia. In free time we are allowed to do almost anything, like swimming if you’re 10 and older 

you get to do the zip line, and get candy! My favorite part was… Everything especially swimming. 

 

William: Camp Squanto is a great camp because it has a lot of different areas to have fun in. My favorite area 

is waterfront. Every day we have at least two times to worship God. In the morning there is Bible hour and in 

the evening there is Round-up. In these times we sing songs, listen to a Bible verse, and watch some short 

skits. Camp Squanto is a great place to worship God while having a lot of fun.  
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, IN FULL SWING! 

 

After weeks of preparation and anticipation, this summer’s Vacation Bible School has 

started. Christine Chase did a great job using word-of-mouth, lawn signs, flyers, social 

media, and a large banner to promote this special week. As a result, we have our 

highest number of registrants in 6 years, with 30 children signing up from around the 

region, and 10 youth volunteering to serve as Crew Leaders.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEARCH ON FOR NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR/WORSHIP LEADER 

Though it may not be evident, the Search Committee has been working and praying to find a suitable 

candidate to fill the role of Music Director/Worship Leader. Thus far, there have been a total of 15 

applications ranging as far away as Hawaii and Nigeria, to some as close as in ‘our own backyard.’ We are 

now interviewing viable candidates. If the candidate does well in the first interview, the next step is meeting 



and running through a rehearsal with the choir. Once the Choir has had the opportunity to share their input, a 

decision will be made and an offer possibly extended.  

 

Our hope is that God will provide the person He has called to this role by the early fall. In the meantime, 

Salem is grateful for Heather Pytel serving as our Interim Music Director for the second time in two years. 

Please continue to pray. 

 

A FRIENDLY UPDATE: JOE SNEDDEN, FORMER INTERN 

I am actually still in Seminary, until probably December. I opted to do a thesis... I'm basically looking at how 

traumatic experiences affect family systems at a genetic level and how emerging data in the field could help 

inform our theology of generational sin. It's a fascinating … subject, but very emotionally heavy, because 

most of the data that's been gathered is about Holocaust victims and their descendents [sic]. 

 

This summer I'm doing CPE at Swedish Covenant Hospital. It's been a wonderful experience so far; there's 

something really wonderful about being with people at their worst. I've remarked to a few patients that it isn't 

always a pleasure to do this work, but it is very much a privilege. 

At the end of the school year, Maddy decided to leave teaching for a while. She's currently applying to lab 

positions for hospitals, biotech companies, and environmental testing agencies so that she can better discern 

her next direction. 

Only a couple more classes to go! The finish line is in sight! 

Thanks, Joe 
 

Editor’s Note: Since receiving Joe’s correspondence, Maddy has started a new job in a laboratory! 

 

SENIORS’ BRUNCH 

Nearly 30 of our Seniors gathered at Pastor Linda’s home for brunch on two different dates. It was wonderful 

to simply sit back and enjoy conversation with one another over a hearty meal of egg casseroles, homemade 

muffins and/or coffee cake, and plenty of fresh fruit. We were pleased to welcome back Dick and Ann 

VonHoorn who were visiting the area this summer.  

 

CHURCH PROPERTY 

Our Capital Campaign for Pave the Way is seven months ahead of our finish line with nearly $72K donated! 

We are incredibly thankful for the generous giving of so many. With this total being reached so far in 

advance, we are able to begin almost a year ahead of schedule. Circle Asphalt, a local company, is slated to 

begin the process of re-paving of our church parking lot in September! 

 

Update on the Lydia Room –  

Slowly and surely, the Lydia room continues to be transformed. Planning and designing is now focused on the 

accessories and accents that will give the room some ‘pop’ of color, including lamps, pillows, and more. The 

room is scheduled to be freshly painted in early fall and should be completed no later than October 12. 



 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor – Reverend Linda Williams 

Interim Accompanist – Heather Pytel 

Administrative Assistant – Caitlin 

Cannavaro 

Nursery Care Provider – Stephanie Shaw 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Chair – Jeremy Chase 

Vice-Chair – Spencer Guptill 

Treasurer/CFO – Caitlin Cannavaro 

Secretary – Julie Fredlund 

Trustee – Mark Showalter 

Spiritual Formation – Amy Julia Becker 

Fellowship – Robin McHan 

Diaconate – Charlotte Johnson 

Ex-Officio – Pastor Linda Williams 

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

Ron Ames 

Mike Andrews 

Bob Dickinson 

Mark Showalter 

Michel Williams 

 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

Jeremy Chase 

Spencer Guptill 

Peter Becker 

Amy Hoeniger 

Holly Camp 
 

 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
September 2 – Community Worship Service, Riverwalk Pavilion 

September 16 – Sunday School programs for all ages and Choir 

Rehearsal begin 

September 23 – Classical Recital, featuring Mark Silva (Tenor) and 

Susan Anthony-Klein, Accompanist, 4:00 pm 

October 13 – Annual Saturday Women’s Gathering, 9-3 pm 

October 20 – Justice Coalition Conference, New Rochelle, NY  

October 27 – Annual Penny Auction 

 
Thank you! 
 

Dear Salem Family and Friends,  

 

Thank you for the thoughtful gift presented to me as I stepped 

 down as Music Director. My memories are many and 

good of my 28+ years in that position. I am very blessed 

to have all your support and friendships. I look forward to 

continuing to worship at Salem but from a “further back” 

seat! 

 

Thank you so much, Susan Anthony-Klein 

 

AUGUST EVENTS 
August 1-3 – Vacation Bible School 

August 1 – Council Meeting, 7:00 pm 

August 3 – Loaves and Fishes, 3:30 pm 

August 5 – Worship & Communion 

August 12 - Sundaes Sunday! 

August 22 – Evening Prayer, 7:00 pm 

August 26 – Receive New Members to Salem 

 
 

August Birthdays  

 

August 

1 – Ann Dahl 

1 – Muriel Golembeski 

1 – Inger Pearson 

2 – Bonne Luck-Sulik 

4 – Oliver Taylor 

5 – Joe Snedden 

8 – Robin McHan 

11 – Arne Pearson 

13 – Laura Cannavaro 

17 – Morgen Fisher 

23 – Betty Johnson 

29 – John Varley  

31 – Paige Parker 



 


