
Happy 4th of July! 
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Someone recently 

noted it’s been many 

years since the trees 

on Salem’s property have been shown any TLC. Slowly, 

but surely they have been growing - branching out 

haphazardly in all directions. In the meanwhile, some 

limbs have died, but held on as dead branches do. These 

changes in our trees have been happening right before 

our eyes and few consciously registered the alterations. 

It wasn’t until several pointed out the condition of the 

trees that the overgrowth and dead wood suddenly 

seemed glaring.  

 

Recognizing a few of the trees posed some danger while 

others simply made our property look neglected, the 

church acted quickly (for a church!) to remedy the 

situation. In mid-June I watched the work and finesse of 

John Lord and his co-worker remove a huge maple and 

prune a number of other trees on the church property. 

The two men were amazing to watch – their nimbleness 

and confidence in the trees, their eye for what needed to 

be cut back or removed, and the 

precision with which they did their 

work. These men were professionals! 

 

Every cut they made was done with 

purpose. They were cautious not to 

disrupt the trees and flower beds 

around them. As John commented, 

“We like to make it look like we were 

never here.”  Branch by branch, limb 

by limb they pruned away dead 

wood, cautiously lowering the 

massive portions and laying them 

gently to the ground. The smaller 

branches were run through the chipper; the bigger logs 

were saved to be split and used to heat someone’s home, 

or be handcrafted into objects of art. Nothing went to 

waste.  In the process of their work, they met some 

hidden dangers (like angry yellow jackets) and 

discovered some surprises (such as beautiful and 

intricate designs within the wood).  When they were 

finished, the trees looked healthier and happier. One 

could almost hear the trees singing and swaying their 

leaves like they’d just walked out of a beauty parlor.  

 

I share these particulars not to tout the company who 

took care of the trees (though they are deserving of 

praise) but to draw some comparisons to our own lives 

as individuals, and as a Church. One way or another, we 

are growing. Like trees, we branch out in all sorts of 

directions, but not always with clear focus. We stretch 

ourselves out this way or another, reaching for more 

light but at the expense of the integrity of the whole.  

 

Some things we used to do were good and/or important 

at one time, but eventually even good things live out 

their purpose and rather discarding them, we often hold 

tight to them.  All this happens right before our eyes, but 

without our notice. They can be habits, or patterns of 

communication, or the same old way of doing things and 

expecting different results. It is helpful periodically to 

have someone trustworthy look at our lives objectively, 

to help us see what we don’t see right before our eyes.  

 

Today, what places in your life, or in our Church’s life 

have been neglected? What areas in your life, or the 

Church’s life need to be pruned back and 

re-shaped? What needs to be gently 

removed altogether? What different 

directions are you branching out? Are 

they the directions God would have you 

grow? Let us call upon God, the Master 

Arborist to do His work with us (the big 

theological word for this is 

‘sanctification’ – making us more like 

Him).  

 

With the expertise of a master Arborist, 

God can see what needs to be pruned 

back in order to spur healthy growth. He 

knows what places have become more of a burden and 

energy sapping rather than life-giving.  Some ugly stuff 

may be discovered, but so will some beauty. The Holy 

Spirit works nimbly, carefully, knowingly, and gently – 

taking only that which needs to go, and exposing areas 

that will benefit from more light breaking in. Though it 

doesn’t always feel right, and we may feel more exposed 

in the process, in the long run we experience a lightness 

and freedom we haven’t felt in a long time. ✞ 

 

 

THE VALUE OF PRUNING 
A Message from Pastor Linda 



CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL – IT TAKES A VILLAGE! 
 

The Children’s ministry wrapped up another great year of learning and 

growing in Christ under the excellent leadership of Amy Julia Becker 

(Chair of Spiritual Formation) and with the reliable childcare of Stephanie 

Shaw. The past two years’ curriculum was based on the award-winning, The 

Jesus Storybook Bible, taking the children on a delightful yet substantive 

study of both the Old Testament and New Testament. Week after week, 

they were engaged in some active, hands-on learning experiences to help 

bring the main message of the story to their understanding. 

 

During our Sunday worship service, June 11, Amy Julia shared some of the 

children’s highlights of the lessons taught this year. In this time we also 

paused to acknowledge and give thanks to those in our church who have 

been instrumental in the children’s spiritual formation these past nine months, with homemade thank-you cards 

by the children, and a small gift.   Our sincere thanks to:   

Deb Andrews • Amy Julia Becker • Peter Becker • Caitlin Cannavaro • Laura Cannavaro • Christine Chase • 

Christi Guptill • Heather Hurley • Pam Quist • Stephanie Shaw • Joe Snedden • Michel Williams

 

JUNE CONGREGATIONAL BUSINESS MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

 Caitlin Cannavaro reported our finances are currently running behind our General Budget but this is 

primarily due to some major bills that came due last month.  

 Pastor Linda shared there is no candidate presently for our next pastoral intern. She has one person 

she will be contacting next week. In January Julie Fredlund (Fellowship), Patti Anderson 

(Secretary), and Joan Gauthey (Diaconate) will be coming off the Council as they will have served 

two terms (the limit for consecutive terms). The Council is considering possible candidates to fill 

these positions. The first Pastoral Relations Committee meeting will be June 15. And finally, Pastor 

Linda encouraged the Church to be in prayer for our State, and particularly Litchfield County for 

innovative solutions (for affordable housing and employment opportunities) to draw and keep young 

people in our region. At present, Litchfield County is leading the nation in numbers of young people 

moving out of state.  

 The Congregation approved spending for the following Capital Improvements:  

o An updated Fire Control System. Cost $13,750.  

o Install Curtain Drains, repair areas severely eroded, and address potholes and sidewalk settling 

(by Fellowship door), Cost not to exceed $7500.  

 A Capital Campaign to raise funds for repaving the parking lot will begin. Goal: $78,900.  

 John Peterson and Dolly Whitney generously committed to fund the cost of materials for 

construction of back deck on the Parsonage. Three others (experienced carpenters) volunteered to do 

the labor. Thank you!  

 The meeting closed with words of thanksgiving for the spirit of unity and God's presence among us. 

COPING WITH CRITICAL INCIDENTS 

 
Dietrich Bonheoffer wrote, “Christians so often think they must always contribute 

something when they are in the company of others – that is the one service they have 

to render. They forget that listening can be a greater service than speaking.” 

 

There comes a time when someone we know is faced with a critical incident 

or terrible crisis – their world is shaken by something unimaginable. Many 

often wonder, what can we do? What should we say? How can we be of most 

help? How do I know if their reaction is ‘normal’ or not? On June 8, Pastor 



Hello, 

I am doing well with all my family. We 

are all healthy. What about you and your 

family? Thanks for all you sent to me. I 

got stickers, stars and Christmas image. 

Thanks again and may God bless you 

and give you long life.  

 

Your sponsored child, Prisca Yange 

 

Dear Sponsor Salem 

Good morning to you and all of the 

family. How are you? Does your health 

well? I’m fine by the grace of our Father 

who is in heaven and the studies pass 

well. I always play soccer. I help my 

mother to sweep the compound. Let the 

Eternal protect you in the 2017 year. 

 

Thank you, Bombula Mahatma 

Linda answered some of these questions and more before a group of 25+ people at the Gunn Memorial 

Library. During the presentation, she described what happens in the body both physically, mentally and 

emotionally in the first hours and few days following a critical incident. She outlined four things people 

are looking for in the immediate aftermath.  

1. Someone who can help or has answers 

2. Social cohesion – connection to others 

3. Sound information 

4. An action plan: what do I do now? What am I going to do? 

She also provided practical suggestions to help people as they deal with the difficult realities of what 

they have just experienced. Participants shared some of the clichés to be avoided (such as ‘I know just 

how you feel,’ or ‘at least…’) while also suggesting words to offer (such as ‘yes, this is overwhelming 

and awful’, and ‘it is hard to find words for this’, or ‘would you like to talk about what happened?’) The 

best gift to offer someone is the gift of listening and sitting with them in their pain.  

 

 

 

LOVE MERCY, DO JUSTICE 
From our inception the Covenant has been concerned with helping hurting people (love mercy), and addressing the 
causes of that hurt (do justice). The mission of Love Mercy Do Justice (LMDJ) is to “Join God in making things right in 
our broken world.” 

 

One of the ways Salem expresses mercy toward others, is we sponsor 14 children and their 

community in the Congo. Here are some recent correspondence from four of these children. Support 

is made possible because of generous donations throughout the year, and a special offering at Easter. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Sponsor, 

Hello! I am joyful to write you this letter to give you 

my actual situation. I am keeping well and all my 

family too. Here we face the rainy season and each 

family deals with agriculture. We often grow maize, 

peanuts, soja [sic} and else.  We are dealing with 

enrollment period for the coming elections. I wish you 

a happy new year 2017, God bless you. I hope to hear 

from you soon. My big brother Biendonnene helps me 

do it and I draw for you below the page. 

 

With Love, Mwendeka Patien 

 

Dear Sponsor Salem, 

Good morning! I’m doing well and so is my 

family. And you? What about you? I have 

succeeded at exam of the 1st term with 67%. 

Now I am in 5th primary school. I grow up 

and I help my mother with chores and 

selling and again to prepare. We are praying 

God for you to accord you His blessing.  

 

Thank you, Obuko-Nzonisalem 

 



ANOTHER WAY TO SHOW MERCY – 

SUMMER LUNCHES FOR CHILDREN 

It has been brought to our attention that there are a number of 

children in New Milford who receive free lunches during the school year. During the summer months many 

families find themselves struggling to replace this lost daily meal. The director of Loaves and Fishes is seeking 

volunteers to help relieve this situation. Volunteers are needed to prepare about 35 bag lunches for July and 

August (Monday --Friday).  

Please contact me if you are able to help with providing food supplies, assembling lunches or helping handout 

the lunches. Details are yet to be worked out, but we might pick one day a week for July or August to do this. It 

is sad that there are children in need living so close to us. Do what you can to help this worthy cause. 

Thank you, Lillian Ames 

PROPERTY UPDATE 

The Washington Volunteer Fire Department scheduled time to do some 

training with their Pumper Trucks and Hoses, using our Church’s parking 

lot. In doing so, they cleaned all the pavement of dirt and salt build-up 

over the winter. It looks great! Thank you to our volunteer firefighters 

who gave up their Wednesday evening/Saturday morning to do this 

service! 

 

Our Property Committee brought to the 

Council’s attention the need for long-overdue 

tree pruning on Salem’s property. In addition, 

concern was raised for a large, rotting maple 

tree on the bend of the Parsonage driveway also 

in need of being removed. The Council voted to 

address these immediately. Gary Lord Tree 

Experts came and spent two days taking down 

the maple, and pruning a number of trees on the 

front lawn of Salem. Branches were trimmed 

back from the walls, and the maple on the 

children’s playground was pruned and 

reinforced with cable for extra precaution. The entire property looks brighter! 

This work is all possible through the tithes and offerings to our General Fund.  

 

 

UPCOMING SUMMER EVENTS 

 As our culture changes, more and more people are 

less and less familiar with church, what worship 

services are like or even what to expect when they 

come through the doors on Sunday. At the last 

Council meeting, conversation revolved around 

brainstorming different ways Salem can make 

“church” more comfortable and inviting for more 

people of all ages, especially many of our local young families. One idea was Sundaes Sunday! This 

summer, over July, August and September, we will provide all the fixings for some super Sundaes. We 

hope you will invite others from the community to come and enjoy both time together in Worship and 

then stay for Make-Your-Own Sundaes.  

 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did for me.’    ~ Matthew 25:40 



 Inspired by one of our own teens at Salem, a Summer Teen Book Club is forming! So if you 

know any youth, Grades 7-12 who love to read, tell them about it! Our first meeting will be 

Thursday, July 6, at 11:00 am. Teens will then meet every two weeks through the summer. 

The first book on the Reading list is The Lighting Feast by Rick Warden.  

 

 

Tag Sale, July 28/29 
 Donations for this significant fundraiser will be gratefully received July 5- 25. 

 Please see more information shared below.  

 

 

Vacation Bible School, July 31 - August 4 

Registration will be opening soon! 

Christi Guptill and Christine Chase are looking for people to help with Sports & Games, 

KidVid (the video portion of the day), Imagination (basically arts & crafts), and a technology 

person to help with the slide show and taking photos.  Having two adults per station helps 

make things easier for everyone! 

 

SALEM CHURCH TAG SALE   

Friday, July 28 • 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

(5:00 – 6:00 p.m. is “First Dibs Hour” for $10 entry fee) 

Saturday, July 29 • 8:00 – 11:00 p.m. 

 

The Tag Sale is fast approaching and we are always in need of lots of help for this event. 

Here are some ways you can help: 
 

 Begin cleaning out closets, cabinets, attics and garages and bring your clean, gently used items to the 

Fellowship Hall any time from July 5 - 25. We cannot accept large appliances, stuffed furniture or 

clothing. When considering what to donate, please remember: if you wouldn’t put it in your tag sale then 

it probably shouldn’t go in this tag sale! 
  

 Meet others in the Fellowship Hall beginning Thursday, July 6 at 5:30 p.m. and every Tuesday and 

Thursday evening thereafter to sort, clean and price incoming items. This is a great way to meet new 

people and have some fun, too! Everyone is welcome and we are always looking for more people to join 

us! This is a big task. 
  

 Help with sales and most important, clean-up on the last day of the Sale. Leftover items get brought to 

Goodwill Industries in New Milford that day. This can be an exhausting job for all that have already put 

in a month of sorting and days at the sale, so even if you are only able to help on Saturday afternoon it is 

a tremendous help and very much appreciated.   
 

 Please be mindful that large pieces of furniture are hard to sell. 
  

As always, thank you in advance for your support and help. Please contact Julie Fredlund or Robin McHan 

with questions. 

 

HIGH CHAIRS? 

The church is looking for gently used high chairs for the Fellowship Hall. If you have one 

you no longer need that is in clean and good condition and meets the safety standards of 

high chairs these days, we would welcome your donation. It would be ideal to have three 

chairs available for our young families. Please contact Robin McHan or Julie Fredlund if 

would like to donate a chair or to ask any questions. Thank you! 



DID YOU KNOW? ... ON-LINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE 

 

Did you know Salem has an electronic option for making regular offerings 

or special gifts? Contributions can be debited automatically from your 

checking, or savings account, or processed using your credit or debit card.  

Our electronic giving program offers convenience for you and provides 

much-needed donation consistency for general funds. 

 

Whether you give weekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly, you can choose to 

do it on-line. If travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from 

attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to 

continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

 

IMPORTANT JULY EVENTS & DATES 

July 2 - Guest Preacher, Mr. John DePalma – Loaves and Fishes, 3:30 pm  

July 4 – Happy 4th of July! 

July 6 – Summer Youth Book Club begins, 11:00 am  

July 7 – Loaves and Fishes, 3:30 pm 

July 12 – Seniors’ Brunch, 10:00 am – Pastor Linda’s home. Please RSVP by July 9 

July 26 - Seniors’ Brunch, 10:00 am – Pastor Linda’s home. Please RSVP by July 23 

- Evening Prayer, 7:00 pm 

July 28-29 – Tag Sale (see above for details) 

 

UPCOMING SUMMER EVENTS  

Vacation Bible School – July 31 – August 4 

Evening Prayer – August 23  

 
July Birthdays 
Joe Fredlund     1 

Andrew Hansen     3 

Ron Smith     4 

Charlie Tillman     4 

Eddy Anderson    12 

Joan Gauthey    12 

Anna Carlson    14 

Nicholas Haas    14 

Sallie Stevens    14 

Erin Light    17  

Vincent Belanger   19 

Jessica Alex    24 

Deborah Shurberg   25 

Spencer Guptill    28 

Jaak Aulik    29 

Grace Mele    29 

Carrie Rowe    31 


