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Over the past six 

weeks, Sunday 

morning sermons 

have been focused on different books of the Minor 

Prophets, (minor meaning only that they are as 

compared to some of the lengthier discourses by Isaiah 

and Jeremiah). They are not ‘easy’ books to read by any 

measure. Each prophet: Jonah, Joel, Habakkuk, Micah, 

Amos and Malachi and the like, are speaking words of 

warning and impending judgment. They are deliberately 

pointed in their assessment of the people’s hearts, and 

painfully descriptive in how far God’s people have 

veered away from Him and His original hope for them. 

He had set them apart – chosen them, in part, to establish 

a nation that stood up, and stood out, for its justice, 

mercy, and concern for all people’s well-being.  

 

The prophets brought the unpopular indictments always 

with the hope that God’s people would choose to turn 

back to God. They sought to help the people understand 

this truth: God is serious about justice and mercy for all 

people. He longs for authentic acts of mercy and 

compassion. Sadly, the prophets’ words fell on deaf ears 

and harder hearts. Eventually, their predictions of 

Israel’s demise, destruction and exile proved to be true. 

In spite of this, the message of God and hope endured: 

One day, He will make all things right.  

 

At first blush, these are not books for our reading 

pleasure, or feel-good stories. They are convicting, while 

also loving. Micah, Malachi and company teach us that 

the LORD wants us to seek him and to live – to 

experience the full measure of His blessings while 

partnering with Him to create a fair and just world for all 

who live in it.  

 

This begs the question of us today: How can Salem 

be engaged with acts of justice and mercy?  How can 

we “join God in making things right in our broken 

world”? The needs are so great and we are so small. 

 

First, let me say, we are already doing some things. 

Each time you give an offering for Project Hope 

and/or Covenant World Relief, you are helping those 

who are poor or disempowered. Each time our 

church sends 10% from our Tag Sale, Penny 

Auction, and other events to the Susan B. Anthony 

Project we are coming alongside those who are 

abused. Each month when some serve at Loaves & 

Fishes, or give a donation, we are helping to provide 

for the hungry and/or homeless.  

 

Yet, I dare to say, we can do more. I am reminded 

“To whom much has been given much is required.” 

Dear Salem, we have so much to offer.  

 

 I believe we start with listening. Surprised? 

  
Perhaps the greatest gift we can give to any of those who 

are poor or oppressed, who are suffering or abused, who 

are marginalized or mistreated, is to give them a voice. 

Listen to their story without judgment. Just think about 

your own experiences: isn’t it meaningful to have 

someone else acknowledge what you have gone through 

or are going through? Think about the way Jesus 

interacted with so many who were hurting or 

overlooked. He listened.  

 

An interesting phenomena happens as we listen to 

others’ stories: We are changed. We gain insight, a new 

perspective, and understanding of others’ circumstances. 

We learn more about ourselves and become aware of our 

own prejudices. Lives are connected. Personal stories 

have the power to touch and to move us. 

 

True, not many of us personally know someone who is 

homeless or destitute. Not many of us know someone 

who has been singled out because of the color of his/her 

skin or is dying of malnutrition. We can’t imagine what 

it is like to be denied access to clean water or what it is 

like to be treated unjustly by the courts. So how can we 

listen if we don’t know anyone? We read. This way we 

become informed, and maybe, just maybe, be inspired 

by the Spirit to do something you never imagined.  

 

Beginning with this issue, a Justice and Mercy column 

will be included in the Scroll in which a book will be 

recommended that shares a perspective of life lived in 

someone else’s shoes. It will focus on justice, mercy and 

how our faith can be integrated.  I will also include other 

practical things we can do, and hopefully with God’s 

grace, we can help to make the world a little less broken 

and little more ‘right.’ ✞ 

LOVE MERCY, DO JUSTICE 
A Message from Pastor Linda 



GOD’S NEVER STOPPING, NEVER GIVING UP, UNBREAKING, ALWAYS AND FOREVER LOVE 

Amy Julia Becker, Chair, Spiritual Formation 

 

The overarching message of the Bible can be 

summed up pretty succinctly: God is love. We find 

it stated in exactly those words in 1 John, but if we 

look for it, that same message is woven throughout 

every page of Scripture. And it is that message—the 

message of God’s “Never Stopping, Never Giving 

Up, Unbreaking, Always and Forever Love” that 

the children of Salem have been learning about 

through the Jesus Storybook Bible. Over the past 

two years, we have used this book, which is based 

on passages from Genesis through Revelation, to 

teach our children about God’s love. The adult 

Bible Study on Sunday morning has also studied 

passages from Genesis through Revelation to get a 

sense of the sweeping nature of God’s redemptive 

work. As we see the consistent story of God’s love 

for us, we can also begin to see that same story at 

work in our world and lives today.  

 

We are so grateful to Michel Williams, Christine 

Chase, Heather Hurley, Pam Quist (and to Peter 

Becker, Amy Hoeniger, Joe Snedden and Pastor 

Linda who made cameo appearances!) for teaching 

our children this year. We are also incredibly 

grateful to Stephanie Shaw for her faithfulness to 

our children in the nursery. 

 

In addition to learning about God’s love, on one 

Sunday each month, our children have been able to 

put that love into action under the leadership of Deb 

Andrews and Laura Cannavaro. Throughout the 

year, they have baked brownies for Loaves and 

Fishes, written letters to children through Project 

Hope, and served our congregation through projects 

like making Valentines for Adelbrook.  
 

Over the past few years, we hope our children have 

learned through Biblical teaching and personal 

experience that God’s love for them is wide and 

deep and broad and high (Ephesians 3:18), that it 

will be there to catch them when they fall, and that 

it can overflow from their lives into the lives of 

people around them.✞ 

 

CONFIRMANDS/CONFIRMATION SUNDAY, MAY 21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For two years, Kaylee Alexson, Rachel Andrews, Gustavo Griesbach attended Sunday morning Confirmation 

class learning about our Triune God and the story of His people, through the Scriptures. As their final 

‘assignment’ they were required to write a Profession of Faith paper to share with the congregation. On Sunday, 

May 21 as part of their Confirmation they presented their papers of Profession of Faith in church. Kaylee’s 

paper was printed as an insert, and Gus and Rachel read their papers before 100+ family and friends, and 

visiting guests. They did terrific! If you missed their presentation and would like to hear them, you may go on-

line and listen at: http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/20935325 or 

http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/20935323, or request a copy of Kaylee’s paper. Congratulations to the 

three! 

 

 

 

http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/20935325
http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/20935323


THANKSGIVING & FAREWELL TO JOE AND MADDY SNEDDEN 

 
“Our church family is constantly changing. People come and go. Babies are born. Children 

grow up. People commit themselves to one another. Loved ones and friends among us come 

to the end of their lives. Individuals move into our community and church life. Others leave 

us, moving away to new places, new experiences, and new opportunities. It is important and 

right that we recognize these times of passage, of endings and beginnings.” (Covenant Book 

of Worship, p.303).  

 

Last Sunday we bid a bittersweet farewell to Joe and Maddy Snedden, as Joe 

concluded his nine-month pastoral internship with Salem. This young and gifted 

couple blessed our congregation. Joe grew confidently into his calling as a 

vocational pastor. During his time here, he 

taught Bible study (working with all ages), 

visited the shut-ins, led worship, hosted Men’s Breakfasts, wrote and 

preached. Maddy, with her beautiful voice, added depth to our Choir. 

They will be sorely missed by all of us at Salem.  

 

In demonstration of our appreciation, a lovely reception was held in 

their honor and they were presented with beautiful, locally handmade 

serving plates along with a generous check. May the Lord be a light 

unto their path as they return to Chicago, where Joe will complete his 

seminary studies and Maddy will resume her teaching position. 

 

 

 

READ THIS BOOK!  

By Joe Snedden, Pastoral Intern 

 

Admittedly it’s been a couple of months since I finished Christena Cleveland’s excellent book, Disunity in 

Christ: Uncovering the Hidden Forces That Keep Us Apart, but as one final recommendation from an outgoing 

pastoral intern, I really have to say, “Read this book! It’s quite good!” 

 

Dr. Cleveland is a professor and social scientist at Duke Divinity School. She was also the speaker at the East 

Coast Covenant Ashram last November. Her book, Disunity, uses social psychological structures and data to 

help break down why it is the Body of Christ seems to be so divided these days. But don’t let her excellent 

research methods scare you away; her tone is conversational, easy to digest, and incredibly funny.  

 

She begins by explaining the why and how we tend to put ourselves in groups based on how we view our own 

identity. For example, people who really like the Cubs might wear Cubs Merchandise, listen to games on the 

radio, and dissociate themselves from White Sox fans. In the same way, Christian groups have a tendency to 

decide who is, or isn’t, Christian. Rather than seeking to separate ourselves based on being “Christian enough,” 

Cleveland argues that one of the mysteries of our faith is that the Body of Christ is one body, and that we should 

be seeking unity is as many ways as we are able. The book ends with a discussion of power and privilege and 

the roles the Church has played in segmenting society. 

 

Overall, it is a wonderful book and an excellent resource for those seeking ways to care more for those with 

whom they disagree. I highly recommend it, not only for the questions it poses, but for the broader questions it 

has led me to ask myself as I have developed in ministry throughout the year. 

 

 

 



 

LOVE MERCY, DO JUSTICE 
From our inception the Covenant has been concerned with helping hurting people (love mercy), and addressing the causes of 
that hurt (do justice). The mission of Love Mercy Do Justice (LMDJ) is to “Join God in making things right in our broken world.” 

 

BOOK RECOMMENDATION 

Disunity in Christ: Uncovering the Forces that Keep Us Apart  

By Christena Cleveland 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Another short review of this book by Rachel Held Evans can be found at:  

https://rachelheldevans.com/blog/disunity-in-christ-christena-cleveland 

 

 

NEW LOCAL FOOD BANK FOR WASHINGTON AND WARREN  

Washington and Warren have teamed together to establish a food bank for area residents. What makes 

this one differ from others, is 1) there are few forms to fill out; and 2) it is set up much like a market, 

allowing people the dignity to shop and choose food items themselves rather than being given a pre-

packed box of food. Our church will begin to take collections on a regular basis this summer. 

 
Canned goods:  

Vegetables 

Soup 

Beans (all varieties)  

Fruit 

Pasta, rice, and other grains 

Canned tuna or chicken 

Baking supplies: 

Cooking oil  

Flour 

Sugar 

Baking mixes 

Baking powder/Baking 

Soda 

Tomato products & sauces 

Cereal 

Juices 

Coffee & tea 

Peanut butter & Jelly 

Household cleaning supplies* 

Paper towels* 

Personal hygiene items * 

 

* Cannot be purchased with 

SNAP (food stamps)  

 

 

CONFERENCE ON RACIAL RIGHTEOUSNESS, OCTOBER 21 

New Rochelle, NY – Hosted by New York Covenant Church 

More info coming. 

 

 

HIGH CHAIRS? 

The church is looking for gently used high chairs for the Fellowship Hall. If you have one 

you no longer need that is in clean and good condition and meets the safety standards of 

high chairs these days, we would welcome your donation. It would be ideal to have three 

chairs available for our young families. Please contact Robin McHan or Julie Fredlund if 

would like to donate a chair or to ask any questions. Thank you! 

 

 

UPCOMING SUMMER EVENTS 

 

Congregational Business Meeting, June 4 – immediately following Worship 

We will be voting on major Capital Improvement projects. Members and Friends of the 

Church are encouraged to come. 

“The biases we hold against other groups have the 
ability to wreak havoc on our cross-cultural 
interactions. Before we enter into such interactions, 
we must do the difficult work of addressing our biases 
and blind spots.”  
― Christena Cleveland, Disunity in Christ 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7068696.Christena_Cleveland


Coping with Critical Incidents, June 8, 6:30 pm, Gunn Memorial Library 
Pastor Linda will be leading a presentation about what we can do to help people who find 

themselves faced with unimaginable events. She will talk about what happens in these critical 

early minutes to the mind, body and spirit. In addition, she will offer practical ways to offer 

comfort and help our loved ones when their world is shaken. 

 

 Tag Sale, July 28/29 

 Donations for this significant fundraiser will be gratefully received July 5- 25. 

 Please see more information shared below.  

 

 

Vacation Bible School, July 31- August 4 

Registration will be opening soon! 

Christi Guptill and Christine Chase are looking for people to help with Sports & Games, 

KidVid (the video portion of the day), Imagination (basically arts & crafts), and a technology 

person to help with the slide show and taking photos.  Having two adults per station helps 

make things easier for everyone! 

 

 

SALEM CHURCH TAG SALE   

Friday, July 28 • 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

(5:00 – 6:00 p.m. is “First Dibs Hour” for $10 entry fee) 

Saturday, July 29 • 8:00 – 11:00 p.m. 

 

The Tag Sale is fast approaching and we are always in need of lots of help for this event. 

Here are some ways you can help: 
 

 Begin cleaning out closets, cabinets, attics and garages and bring your clean, gently used items to the 

Fellowship Hall any time from July 5 - 25. We cannot accept large appliances, stuffed furniture or 

clothing. When considering what to donate, please remember: if you wouldn’t put it in your tag sale then 

it probably shouldn’t go in this tag sale! 
  

 Meet others in the Fellowship Hall beginning Thursday, July 6 at 5:30 p.m. and every Tuesday and 

Thursday evening thereafter to sort, clean and price incoming items. This is a great way to meet new 

people and have some fun, too! Everyone is welcome and we are always looking for more people to join 

us! This is a big task. 
  

 Help with sales and most important, clean-up on the last day of the Sale. Leftover items get brought to 

Goodwill Industries in New Milford that day. This can be an exhausting job for all that have already put 

in a month of sorting and days at the sale, so even if you are only able to help on Saturday afternoon it is 

a tremendous help and very much appreciated.   
 

 Please be mindful that large pieces of furniture are hard to sell. 
  

As always, thank you in advance for your support and help. Please contact Julie Fredlund or Robin McHan 

with questions. 
 

                     
 
 
 



 
Letters 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, I thank you for your generous 

donation of $145.75. Thank you for your faith in our mission and thank you for playing a key role in our 

organization success. 

 

With warm regards, 

Sarah Straub, Treasurer 

 

 

Dear Salem,  

 

It is so motivating when Susan B Anthony Project receives a gift from a generous donor! Thank you for your 

gift of $72.88 …and for your contributions over the past twelve years. 

 

Your gift allows us to respond to individuals and families who say, “I need your help.” … 

 

You are making a difference in the lives of individuals and families by assuring that their need for services is 

met and that their lives will continue upon a safe and positive path. … 

 

The greatest sentiment is often stated in the simplest words: Thank you. 

 

Sincerely,  

Jeanne S. Fusco 

Executive Director, Susan B. Anthony Project 

 
(letter edited for length) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear Salem Covenant Church, 

 

You made my day! 

 

As I sat here this morning opening mail and emails, I came across your generous donation. I can’t tell you how 

much I appreciate your support for our ministry here in the East Coast Conference. Your generous donation will 

go a long way to helping us fulfill our hopes and dreams for all who are part of the Pilgrim Pines family. 

 

I’m very excited as the summer ministry season will soon unfold. Our staff is currently getting camp ready for a 

summer full of ministry and fun. I do hope to see you on the beach, in the chapel, or at the snack shack in the 

weeks ahead. First cone is on me! 

 

Thank you! You have made a real difference in the lives of those we serve. 

 

With Gratitude, 

 

Jim Condap, Acting Director, Pilgrim Pines Conference Center



IMPORTANT JUNE EVENTS & DATES 

June 2 – Loaves and Fishes, 3:30 pm  

June 4 – Children’s Sunday 

- Worship & Communion, 10:30 am 

 - Congregational Business meeting, immediately after worship 

June 7 – Council Meeting, 7:00 pm   

June 8 – Presentation: Coping with Critical Incidents, Gunn Memorial Library, 6:30 pm 

June 11 – Last day of Adult Bible Study and Children’s Church 

June 18 – Father’s Day! 

June 25 & July 2 – Guest Preacher, Mr. John DePalma 

 

UPCOMING SUMMER EVENTS  

Seniors’ Brunch @ Pastor’s Home – July 12 & July 26 

Annual Tag Sale – July 28-29 

Vacation Bible School – July 31 – August 4 

Evening Prayer – July 26 & August 23 

 

0 

 June Birthdays  
 
 
 

JUNE 

Chris Carlson     1 

Sarah Fredlund    1 

Tim Meeker, Jr.    3 

Seth Caco     6 

Jennifer Fox    10 

Caitlin Cannavaro   11 

Max Klein    14 

Aaron Klein    14 

Bob Golembeski   14 

Christine Chase    15 

Patti Anderson    21 

Art Bogue    21 

Dorine Boesel    22 

Dawn Tillman    23 

Don Camp    25 

Taegan Sivick    27 

Ron Ames    29 

 


