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JOY in the Mission 

Message from Pastor Linda 

 

Joy. It’s the first word that comes to mind as I reflect on our time serving in 

Mexico. Joy – lots and lots of it – abundant, overflowing, boundless joy.  

 

I saw it daily in the faces of the children 

the families we served,  

our fellow team members,  

and in Michel’s words and expressions.  

 

I heard it springing up in conversations – the talking punctuated with exclamation 

points and laughter erupting spontaneously. The fact that we spoke different 

languages was of no matter.  

 

Joy was scattered into all our moments –  

our travel back and forth, 

 around the table,  

and throughout the work.  

 

And I knew it in my own heart – Joy, the Joy of the Lord.  

 

When we set off for our trip to Mexico, I didn’t expect this to be the emotion 

that would float to the very top. After all, we were visiting a region where so 

many families had been emotionally shaken and their homes badly damaged or 

destroyed. I was expecting to be bowled over by the poverty and suffering; I 

was expecting to see people bent over by the weight of the world.  

 

I couldn’t have been more wrong.  

 

How my North American experience misinformed my pre-conceived perceptions!  

 

What Michel and I discovered were men, women and children that were 

incredibly resilient, resourceful, industrious, generous and most 

especially, abundant in love. As we worked that first day with the poorest 

(economically) family, the reality of impoverished living conditions 

receded into the background. What stood out were the people’s strength, 

perseverance, and gratitude. God gave us eyes to see what that they had 

rather than what they lacked. 

 

Hugo and Lupita led by the Holy Spirit, were the driving force behind 

this entire trip. Once the earth stopped shaking back in September, and it 

was safe to travel, Hugo made his way to Tetela. Upon arriving, he 

discovered most families living under tents or lying in the streets – their 

homes were too unstable to enter. The city was in shambles and the 

people were in shock. For three months, Hugo and Lupita, suspended 
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their family business, sacrificing their income to come and help. In this 3-month span, the two of them and Pastor 

Benjamin (of Cuautla Covenant Church) built 28 homes! They built relationships with the local people, earning their 

trust, and the privilege of sharing their faith, all which in turn, opened the door for us to come. 

 

In our nine days there, we completed three major projects: 1) built a 

home start to finish; 2) rebuilt the concrete walls that had collapsed at the 

second; and 3) mixed and poured new floors for the third. With the 

$1450 donations from our church, we were able to cover all the materials 

for our work, pay two local contractors, assist Lupita and Hugo with their 

personal costs of travel, and 

purchase materials for the 

remaining work to be completed. 

Talk about God’s design of 

multiplication! 

 

What was most meaningful to our team were the relationships that were made as 

we worked side by side, one in heart and spirit. Despite our language barrier, we 

were able to get to know each other’s families, encourage one another, laugh and 

cry, and pray. It was clear to every person the Lord was at the center of all this – 

it was so clear His Spirit drew all of us to this particular place, at this particular 

time, with these particular people, for this particular purpose.   

 

Yes, the days were long and the work exhausting. But our team, including Michel 

and myself, would jump at the opportunity to do it again. (In fact, we 

are already planning for next March!) 

Seeing the families’ hearts and eyes swell with gratitude, 

Hearing the stories of hardship and miracles, 

Sharing and laughing over delicious and substantial Mexican 

meals, 

Worshiping together, 

Telling our own stories, 

 Watching the children get excited about their new home, 

All made for an experience of a lifetime. 

 

Thank you, Salem, for your 

critical role in all this: for blessing your pastor with the freedom to go, your 

generous donations that enabled three (large, extended, multi-generation) families 

to live in safer and more comfortable conditions, and for your steadfast prayers. 

This mission trip was truly a living example of the Body of Christ working 

together to ease the suffering of others and share the good news of Christ.  You 

have surely made my joy complete!  

Michel and I will be sharing an in-depth presentation of this mission trip, June 12, 7:00 pm.  

 

MAY GUEST PREACHER, PASTOR MARLON SIMPKINS 

 

We had the pleasure of welcoming back Pastor Marlon Simpkins of New York 

Covenant Church, and Chaplain at Regional Hospice and Palliative Care Center, 

Danbury, along with his beautiful family on Memorial Day Sunday. Pastor 

Marlon brought an encouraging word on Faithfulness based on the text of Mark 

4:1-6. It is worth the time to listen to if you missed it! Simply, visit 

http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/21177430. 

 

Thank you to Peter Becker for leading Worship and Starr Evans for leading the 

Children’s Message. (If you look closely at Mishael, the younger son, he’s 

holding his pinwheel!) 

“The Great Commission is too 
big for anyone to accomplish 
alone and too important not to 
try to do together.”  

―Steve Moore 
 

http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/21177430


 

LOVE MERCY, DO JUSTICE 
From our inception the Covenant has been concerned with helping hurting people (love mercy), and addressing the 
causes of that hurt (do justice). The mission of Love Mercy Do Justice (LMDJ) is to “Join God in making things right in 
our broken world.” 
 

MERGE ministries (of Covenant World Relief) strongly recommends 

those who are planning to participate in mission trips to read the book: 

When Helping Hurts: How to Alleviate Poverty Without Hurting the 

Poor. Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert give insightful perspective at how 

we approach helping those in need. Most North American Christians set 

out on missions with a sincere passion to alleviate suffering; they want to 

come to the “rescue” or “fix” things. Yet often the very people they want 

to help, they hurt unintentionally. They perpetuate poverty by fostering 

dependency, and low-esteem.  

 

The authors do an excellent job of providing different examples of true 

situations, and challenge readers (and future mission workers) to move 

from focusing on only the poverty, to strategically and respectfully 

focusing on the assets and resources already in the midst of hurting people. In doing so, we are 

better able to empower the very people we came to serve. This is a great, thought-provoking book 

for anyone interested in helping the poor in practical and life-giving ways.  

 

 

 

 

CHURCH PROPERTY 

Lydia Room – Many have noticed and commented on the changes happening in the Lydia Room. In the May 

Council Meeting, the Council made the decision to form a Lydia Room Design team to give the room a 

‘makeover’ to better reflect and facilitate Salem’s values, ministry and mission, while weaving church history 

with contemporary design.  

The two primary goals identified were: 

1. To create a warm, inviting, and comfortable room that reflects our church’s commitment to hospitality, 

openness, and continuity 

2. To expand and optimize the space for the multiple activities the room is used for 

The Lydia Room Design team includes Dawn Belanger, Amy Hoeniger, Patty Parker, and Carol Walzer. All 

four have been blessed with the God-given gift for Interior Design, and understand the sensitivity of balancing 

historic with new. They have been working hard to stay within a modest budget (using our Memorial Fund) to 

create a beautiful space for ministry long into the future. The small changes accomplished so far have made a 

significant improvement. The room should be finished by the end of the summer, if not sooner. Plan on 

popping in now and again to see the room evolve.   

 

To date, $52,898.28 has been received in cash donations and $18,378 pledged. If 

you would like to make a donation toward our Pave the Way Capital Campaign, you may go online to and 

click giving. http://www.covchurchgiving.com/p-2125-pave-the-way-capital-campaign.aspx 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

June 9 - Community Day – Volunteers Needed! 

Salem will be hosting a table at Washington Depot’s Community Day, 10-3pm. We are looking for volunteers 

to greet people who visit the table. The shifts will be in 1 hour segments. A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. No 

special skills required! 

http://www.covchurchgiving.com/p-2125-pave-the-way-capital-campaign.aspx


 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor – Reverend Linda Williams 

Music Director – Susan Anthony-Klein 

Administrative Assistant – Caitlin 

Cannavaro 

Nursery Care Provider – Stephanie Shaw 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Chair – Jeremy Chase 

Vice-Chair – Spencer Guptill 

Treasurer/CFO – Caitlin Cannavaro 

Secretary – Julie Fredlund 

Trustee – Mark Showalter 

Spiritual Formation – Amy Julia Becker 

Fellowship – Robin McHan 

Diaconate – Charlotte Johnson 

Ex-Officio – Pastor Linda Williams 

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

Ron Ames 

Mike Andrews 

Bob Dickinson 

Mark Showalter 

Michel Williams 

 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

Jeremy Chase 

Spencer Guptill 

Peter Becker 

Amy Hoeniger 

Holly Camp 
 

 

 
 

June 12, 7:00 pm – MERGE Missions trip to Mexico 

Presentation 

Michel and Pastor Linda will be sharing in-depth about their 

recent mission trip to Cuautla, and Tetela Mexico. Light 

refreshments will be provided.  

 

July 30 - August 3 is Vacation Bible School! 

 

We are excited to be hosting 

another VBS this summer! 

 Mark your calendars for the 

week of July 30-August 3rd. 

 The theme of VBS 2018 will 

be “Shipwrecked: Rescued 

by Jesus”.  We will be 

venturing onto an unchartered 

island where kids survive and 

thrive!!  Our goal is to anchor the children in the truth that 

Jesus carries them through the storm.  

 

Children, incoming K-4, are invited to join us for an action-

packed, fun-filled week. Registration is FREE. 

 

Youth, Grades 5 and 6, may participate as Junior Crew 

Leaders. 

Middle and HS students (Grade 7 and above) interested in 

participating in VBS this year will serve as Crew Leaders.   

To register, follow this link: 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/salemvbs2018 

 

Thank you! 
 

Dear Salem Family, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful floral arrangement that 

you sent for Mother’s Memorial Service. Blue was  

her favorite color and she would have loved them. Thank you for your kindness.  

 

The family of Virginia Gustafson, 

Fred, Ginny, and Elaine 

 

Dear Salem Family, 

 

I want to thank you for all the prayers, well wishes and Sunday night supper that we received during my recent 

bout with pneumonia. I’m feeling pretty good now, but I know it is going to take a long time to get my strength 

back. … 

 

Love, Dolly Whitney 

 

 

 

 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/salemvbs2018


JUNE EVENTS 
June 1 – Loaves and Fishes, 3:30 pm  

June 3 - Worship & Communion 

Family and Fellowship 

June 6 - Council Meeting, 7:00 pm 

June 10 – Children and Youth Sunday 

June 17 – Father’s Day 

June 24 – Sundaes Sunday! 
 

June Birthdays  

 

11 – Caitlin Cannavaro 

14 – Bob Golembeski 

14 – Aaron Klein 

14 – Maxwell Klein 

15 – Christine Chase 

21 – Patti Anderson 

21 – Art Bogue 

25 – Don Camp 

29 – Ron Ames 

 


