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Whew! This past month has been a flurry of 

activities here at Salem. Lenten lunches, Holy Week 

and just this past weekend was chock-full of church 

happenings! And this is only ‘church’ life! Throw in 

family, work and other outside commitments and it 

can be a daunting and exhausting calendar of 

activity.  

 

It is what makes Prioritizing so important. There are 

all sorts of factors to weigh: time, cost, energy, 

persons, expectations, and so forth. The trouble is, 

sometimes we go with what seems most pressing 

but not most needed. We are tempted to take the 

path of least resistance – that direction which 

demands the least of us for the sake of simplicity, or 

ease, or cost, or even family peace.  

 

Truth be told, when we look around at our society, 

more and more people are shuffling Church further 

down the list of priorities, or erasing it altogether. 

I’m not speaking about only those who have no 

interest in God, or faith, but also about men, women 

and youth who think about God and attest to faith in 

Christ.   

 

Believe me, I get it. Sometimes other demands and 

activities are so pressing, so persistent, so tempting 

it’s easy to push church down the list. With the high 

commodity of free time seemingly shrinking each 

week, that hour and a half hour on Sunday morning, 

Wednesday evening, or Thursday night becomes all 

the more precious. Skipping church can mean 90 

more minutes of sleep or reading the paper, or 

running errands, or taking care of that long-

neglected chore. We convince ourselves … no one 

will notice…it’s only this week…. I can afford to 

miss church. 

 

As people slowly pull back or away from Church, 

there is a cost. There is loss….For the Church as a 

whole, and also for the ones who opted out that 

morning, or that particular church function.  It is a 

missed opportunity for everyone! You see, 

wonderful things happen – not always readily 

quantified or seen at first blush, yet nevertheless 

special – when the people of God come together. So 

much of Scripture attests to this reality. I have 

personally witnessed it. 

 

It is here in the community of saints and in the 

presence of God and by His Spirit,  

we give and receive encouragement;  

we give and receive care and love; 

we give and receive hope and forgiveness;  

we give and receive comfort and compassion; 

 we share our sorrow, and celebrate our joy.   

It is a mutual sharing of life – the good, the bad, and 

yes, even the ugly - with God and one another and 

we are all better for it. Christian community is so 

many things, one of which it is part of God’s 

antidote for loneliness, emptiness, and 

meaninglessness. Here in this community, everyone 

belongs and everyone has purpose. 

 
When we gather as one, energy and excitement grow. 

Children sense it. Adults feel it too. A sense of 

synergy rises as more join in.  Just like ions attract 

energy, so people who are invested and committed to 

the mission of God attract others.  

 
We are witnessing this right now at Salem. Sunday 

attendance has been strong and consistent. The Prayer 

Buddies’ gatherings have been hosting 15-20 each 

occasion. This past Saturday’s potluck drew 42 

people. This summer we have a group of children who 

have registered to go to Camp Squanto. This group is 

an important critical mass. It has begun to attract other 

children in our community who are also now 

considering joining them.  

 

If you have not been here at Salem in a while, be 

assured you are missed. You will be welcomed home 

with wide open arms. You will, indeed, make our joy 

complete.  ✞ 

DECISIONS, DECISIONS 
A Message from Pastor Linda 



ACTIVE FAITH 

Joe Snedden, Pastoral Intern 

 

On April 30th, before worship, many of the men in 

our congregation gathered for fellowship, food, and 

a short devotion. Breakfast consisted of French 

toast, scrambled eggs, and bacon and was prepared 

by the talented Taylor Cannavaro. Following 

breakfast, Intern Joe gave a short devotional which 

is shared below. 

 

This weekend at the conference in Attleboro, I came 

away with two things I wanted to talk about. The 

first thing was from the lectures that my professor 

from North Park, Jay Phelan was lecturing on. He's 

currently working on a book about the differences 

and similarities between Judaism and Christianity 

and how both faith traditions developed over time.  

 

The main takeaway from that for me, was that we 

have a lot we can learn from our Jewish sisters and 

brothers about how to disagree. You see, there are a 

number of what we would call denominations in 

Judaism. There's the reformed, the orthodox, 

conservative, Hasidic. It goes on. Each branch gets 

in these enormously heated, vigorous arguments 

about how best to live their faith. One joke Jay told 

us to drive the point home was the old “two Jews, 

three opinions.” In spite of this they all care deeply 

for each other’s wellbeing. They are able to 

overcome their differences of opinion, some of 

which must seem like a matter of life or death, in 

order to see and love the human being made in 

God’s image with whom they are fighting. 

The second takeaway for me was to consider how 

we live out our faith in our daily lives. We received 

an award this weekend at the conference that 

someone will probably speak about during service 

this morning. Three other churches also received 

that award. One of them, didn't even start as a 

church. They were recognized because a group of 

people after Hurricane Sandy decided they were 

equipped with the skills and resources to help give 

people their lives back. So this group of men and 

women—carpenters, home designers, electricians, 

contractors, renters—pooled their resources and 

gave of their businesses and skills to help their 

community bounce back from that devastation. 

They didn't say “we should do this because we’re a 

church.” They said, “How can God use us to speak 

in this situation?” 

 

So those are the two questions I'd like to leave you 

with this morning. We aren't in any particularly 

devastating situation or in the midst of heated 

battles. Yet, the life of faith is tied deeply to how 

we treat one another in spite of deep disagreements, 

and to how we allow God to use us in any situation.  

 

So, as you leave here this morning, I'd ask you to 

ask yourselves  

 ‘How do I care more deeply for those with 

whom I deeply disagree?’ 

 And, ‘How do I allow the Lord to be the 

Lord of my whole life, not just the time I 

spend in this building?’ 

 

Thank you. ✞

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

An Interview with Penny, William and Marilee Becker 

 

Can you describe the Thursday night service? 

Penny: The service was in the Fellowship Hall. It was dark. We sat at tables and got to eat.  

William: You were at tables with candlelight and there were little trays of grapes and olives on the tables 

because it was supposed to be like the Last Supper. We sang some hymns and you got your hands washed 

while Pastor Linda prayed for you. You also just sat and listened to the sermon.  

Marilee: You ate bread dipped in grape juice and Michel Williams dried our hands.  

 

What did you like about the service? 

William: I liked that they made it feel more serious because it wouldn’t have felt as serious if it was in the 

normal church area and I also feel like it was very peaceful. 

Penny: I liked the washing the hands.  

Marilee: I liked about the service that it was really quiet and we had a really nice time at the service.  

 



What did it make you think about? 

Penny: You don’t need to be sad even though it is Jesus’ Last Supper because we know Jesus rises again. 

William: It made me think about how Jesus really loved his disciples and how he knew he was going to 

have to die and he knew one of his disciples was going to betray him.  

 

Can you describe the Friday night service? 

Marilee: The Friday night service was very quiet and it was really peaceful and every time someone read 

from the Bible afterwards a candle was blown out and there were six candles and then the Christ candle. 

Pastor Linda brought the Christ candle out after all the candles were snuffed out. Because Jesus had died on 

the cross and we brought the candle back on Easter because Jesus had rose again.  

 

What did you like about the service? 

Penny: How we get to leave in silence.  

William: I liked that it was so serious and that you really got to know how Jesus died on the cross. 

Marilee: I liked about the service that it was really good and I think they did a really good job of reading.  

 

How did going to those services make Easter different this year? 

William: Now that I’ve gone to these services I understand the whole story of Easter better than I did 

before.  

 

Would you recommend these services to other children?  

Penny: Yes because the services were calm. 

William: I don’t recommend the Tenebrae service to children because I feel that it is so serious but I 

recommend the other service because it is very friendly.  

Marilee: Yes because I think other children would like them because you get to listen and sing.  

 

 

BAKE & BOUQUET SALE, 2017 By Robin McHan 

 

EVERY YEAR, the day before Easter we have our 

Bake & Bouquet sale. Once again your donations of 

food and time baking was greatly appreciated by us 

and the public who bought the items. We have a 

small, dedicated group who helps with arranging the 

flowers, pricing, set up, and then selling. The 

bouquets were beautiful! The food looked 

scrumptious!  Because of you, we 

grossed $742 with 10% given to Loaves and Fishes in New Milford. 

Thank you for helping us have another successful year.   

~ Robin McHan and Julie Fredlund 

 

SUNRISE AND EASTER SERVICES  

 

This year Easter arrived with plenty 

of sunshine, blue sky, and warm temps! The air was alive with the song and 

noisy chatter of birds. The Easter sunrise service at the Stone church on New 

Preston Hill, drew over 60 people. Together, we watched the sun appear at 

6:10 signaling a new dawn. It was beautiful to see, and especially meaningful 

to do so with so many gathered to acknowledge and celebrate our Risen 

Savior. (continued next page) 

 



This year, Salem led the service. Pastor Linda preached from the Matthew 28 account of Jesus’ resurrection, 

speaking about “the Day the Earth Moved” – there was a seismic shift in both heaven and earth and the world 

has never been the same. Following the service, Rev. John Arens invited all to the 1st Congregational Church of 

New Preston for homemade scones and coffee.  

 

Several hours later, more than 125 

people gathered for the Easter 

Service at the top of Baldwin Hill. 

The church was filled with the 

brilliant color of tulips, lilies, 

azaleas, hyacinths and more. Marilee 

Becker, age 5, carried in the Christ 

candle as the service began. The 

Choir raised the rafters with the 

Hallelujah chorus, and together we 

praised God for the good news of 

His love through Jesus.  

 

This year’s people generously gave $1045 to our special Easter Offering, benefiting Project Hope (Covenant 

Kids Congo). At the conclusion of the service, our children raced out for the annual Easter Egg Hunt (or is it 

Easter Egg “pick up”? ). It was a wonderful day for many family and friends visiting. ✞ 

 

 

MOVE AWARD –  

This past Saturday’s Annual East Coast Conference meeting was 

like no other. The Conference recognized four different churches, 

including Salem, for their work in the past year(s) of developing 

disciples for Christ and sending them ‘out’. Jeremy Chase, Craig 

Nelson, Joe Snedden, Patti Anderson, Janet Smith, Joan Gauthey, 

Charlotte Johnson, and Helga Hershey represented Salem in 

receiving the award.  (It was wonderful to see Doug and Carolyn 

Bixby too!)  
 

 Salem was especially recognized for our commitment to 

a pastoral internship program. The past three years, 

Salem has stepped out in faith to invite, support and fund 

pastoral interns out of denomination’s seminary in 

Chicago, North Park Theological Seminary. We have 

had the privilege and honor of having John DePalma, 

Trevor Stillin and now Joe Snedden serve among us.  

 

Our internships have stood out from others in that we 

provide a comprehensive field experience, giving them 

opportunity to work in every aspect of church ministry: 

preach, visitation, teach Bible Study, work with children 

and youth, plan worship, do administrative functions and 

more. God has blessed all of us through this. The interns and Salem have benefited from this relationship. This 

coming Fall we hope to have another intern join us. At this time, NPTS’ Field Office has no prospective interns. 

So we will be exploring other options with seminaries here in our New England region.  

 

WELCOME JAXON 

THEODORE BUTTS! 

Son of Gordon and 

Tracie (Cannavaro) 

Butts. Born April 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



CHURCH POTLUCK & FAMILY FUN NIGHT, APRIL 29 

 

According to Julie Fredlund, it had 

been awhile since our last Potluck & 

Fun night … 16 years! So Saturday 

night, we tried to make up for all the 

missed fun. It was a great turnout (42) 

of people of all ages. Along with a 

variety of different delicious 

homemade dishes, there were games 

suited for everyone. People were 

formed into four groups and competed 

as a team in four short games. These 

included Jello Drop, Name that Face, Pictionary, and Key Punch.  Team Four 

comprised of Roger Cannavaro, Dolly Whitney, Christina Chase, Edie Johnson and Diane Swanson walked 

away with first place. The evening was topped off with build-your-own ice cream Sundaes and cookies. Thanks 

to Joe and Julie Fredlund and Carrie Rowe for organizing and leading the games.  

 

We look forward to our next Fun Night! 
 

 

Left to Right: 

Team 3 solving ‘Name that Face’; James, Gavin, and 

Lily making Sundaes; Team 3 playing Pictionary/ 

 

 

PRAYER BUDDIES’ GATHERING, APRIL 30 

Once again, children and adults – Prayer Buddies – came and enjoyed lunch provided by Caitlin Cannavaro. 

Peanut butter and jelly sandwiches and cookies were the hottest items flying off the table! Everyone had a fun 

time playing “Guess That Voice”. Taylor Cannavaro and Craig Nelson did a good job stumping the kids! By the 

end of the game, most of our ‘guessers’ were near 100% accuracy. After that game, it was the ever-popular 

game of Fruit Basket with its usual high energy and chaos. It was tough to get Amy Julia Becker, Taylor 

Cannavor and Joe Snedden in the middle, but we eventually found a way. Next month, May 21 Prayer Buddies 

will be sitting together in church to worship and pray alongside one another. Prayer Buddies has been a 

wonderful opportunity to engage children and adults with one another in a relaxed and friendly way.  

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR LOAVES AND FISHES FOUNDER, by Lillian Ames 

 

A Memorial Service was held to honor the memory of Frances (Biddy) Roger, one 

of the founders of Loaves and Fishes in New Milford. She was involved in creating 

and then directing this ministry for more than 25 years. She touched many lives in 

the greater community. One tribute given was the following by Lisa Martin, the 

current director. PEACE TO HER MEMORY.  



 

Biddy’s Place 

A tribute to one of Loaves and Fishes ‘founding mothers’  

Written fondly by Lisa Martin 

 

A meal when I’m hungry 

A coffee when I’m cold 

A shelter when it’s raining 

A friend when I’m alone 

 

I came in when I was hungry 

Not knowing what I’d find 

Surprised to see the miracle 

That would help me change my mind. 

 

You see, I was hungry 

But not just for a meal 

But for kindness, love, acceptance 

Despair that would not heal 

 

They helped me find a way 

To rid the darkness in my heart 

To find the courage and the strength 

To make a brand new start. 

 

Thanks to Biddy and her team 

This magic place exists 

A home to heal a wounded heart 

Where a sense of hope persists 

 

365 days a year 

You will always find them here 

Offering kindness and support  

And a loving ear. 

 

A meal when I’m hungry 

A coffee when I’m cold  

A shelter when it’s raining 

A friend when I’m alone.

PROPERTY UPDATE 

 

The Property Committee met on April 23 to prioritize some major 

capital improvements the church is looking at in the next year or two.  

 

The first is upgrading the current Fire Control Service. The present 

system in place is the church building’s original system. Michel 

Williams has a bid from a highly reputable company from New 

Milford. This bid includes swapping the heat detectors to smoke 

detectors, new wiring, a more sophisticated fire control box, and other 

features. Michel will provide a full report at our June Quarterly 

Business meeting.  

 

The second area of concern is our church parking lot’s asphalt. There 

is marked deterioration and erosion in the entrance leading up the 

parsonage driveway and under the pavement in the parking lot 

extension. The Properties committee has received three bids and has 

selected a well-known, highly reputable local asphalt company. Mark 

Showalter will present the options for our asphalt work at our June 

Quarterly Business Meeting as well.  

 

The third project has to do with tree maintenance and care. The large maple tree at the curve of the Parsonage 

driveway needs to be cut down due to rot and decay. In addition, a number of trees on the church property are in 

sore need of pruning and limbing. It was recommended that the tree shading the playground have a cable 

attached for one of the limbs to strengthen it.  This work will be happening sometime in the next few months.  

 

The fourth project is the repair or replacement of a window casing in the Nursery room which has notable dry 

rot. It has only been recently discovered and action is underway to determine who/how to best address this.✞



 

IMPORTANT MAY EVENTS & DATES 

May 2-5 - Pastor Linda attending International Critical Incident and Stress Foundation (ICISF) World Congress 

in Baltimore, MD – a conference focused on helping those impacted by traumatic events 

May 5 – Loaves and Fishes, 3:30 pm  

May 7 – Communion, Family and Fellowship after worship 

May 10 – Council Meeting, 7:00 pm   

May 14 – Mother’s Day! 

May 21 – Confirmation Sunday, celebrating with Rachel Andrews, Gustavo Griesbach and Kaylee Alexson 

May 28 – Joe Snedden’s final Sunday with us; reception following Worship 

May 29 – Memorial Day! 

 

 

  

 May Birthdays  
 
 

 
May  

Kate Fredlund     2 

Rachael Shurberg    2 

Lillian Ames     3 

Virginia Gustafson    3 

Iona Douskey     4 

Chase Hurley     7 

Angela Chase    8 

Isabella Guzman   8 

Luke Hoeniger     9 

Terri DeWitte    10 

Karl Quist    13 

Steve DeWitte    14 

Jane Dickinson    17 

Jessica Alex    20 

Diane Locke    20 

Ken Melton    20 

Sam Shurberg    20 

Charlene Showalter   23 

Lori Ann Dahl    28 

Ryan Williamson   28 

 


