
This month’s issue of the Scroll is dedicated in loving memory to 

Virginia Gustafson & Robin Williams. 

Left: Virginia (Peterson) Gustafson – May 3, 1921 - March 15, 2018 

Virginia was our oldest member. She was baptized and confirmed 

here. Throughout her life, she served on many committees, 

including the Building Committee, Smorgasbord, and Lydia 

Circle.  

Right: Robin Williams – April 12, 1949 - March 4, 2018.  

Robin served many years as our Church secretary, working 

alongside Pastors Dave Sundell and Doug Bixby. After retiring, 

she carried on our Cards of Compassion ministry with equal care 

and devotion. 

 

 

Matthew 6:20-21  
But lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves do not break 
in and steal. For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. 
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The Legacy of Faithfulness 
Message from Pastor Linda 

 

 

As I look around the different spaces of our Church building, I notice 

small reminders of different people who have made this church their 

spiritual home. In particular, today I see the ‘fingerprints’ of Virginia 

Gustafson and Robin Williams whom have recently passed from this 

life to the next. In the church office are boxes of cards that Robin 

purchased for the Card ministry.  Through this significant and seemingly small ministry of remembering others’ 

birthdays and such, Robin touched many lives. On more than one occasion, people have expressed to me how 

moved they were to receive the birthday card from Salem (aka Robin). For some, their birthday would have 

passed unacknowledged by anyone if not for her card. As I scan the Sanctuary and look in the Lydia room, I 

remember Virginia’s role in selecting the carpet and the pew cushions, and other features when this building 

was constructed, and her work with the Lydia Circle.  

 

These two women genuinely loved God and loved others. Through their acts of selfless service, their on-going 

prayer life, and their generous care (and more) for the family of Salem, they were storing up ‘treasures in 

heaven.’ These beloved saints were a living example of faithfulness through every circumstance. To be sure, 

they experienced periods of great sorrow and suffering; they struggled with personal challenges and failings as 

any of us do; they had setbacks and disappointments. Yet through it all, they remained rooted and grounded in 

Christ – ever trusting and believing in the faithfulness of God. Between the two of them, they remained 

dedicated to this family of faith for a combined 136 years!  

 

They are an example and reminder to all of us that the service we offer in this time will continue to carry into 

the future, blessing generations who follow behind us.  What we do – no matter how great or small - matters. 

Our acts of service and love have eternal dividends in God’s economy. Virginia and Robin leave us a lasting 

legacy, having richly invested in the life of Salem. In part because of their generosity, our church continues to 

carry on the mission of sharing the good news of God’s amazing, unconditional love and grace for all people, 

and offering hope to those in desperate need of it. May we continue to carry on theirs and others’ work here in 

Washington Depot and beyond, through the ministries of Salem.  Thanks be to God, for these women of faith: 

they have surely heard the Master’s voice exclaim to them, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!’ 

 



AN UPDATE FROM OUR CHURCH CHAIR, Jeremy Chase 

 

We often refer to our congregation as “church family.” I have been reflecting on this term 

a lot lately. What does it mean to be a church family? A family can be defined as 

‘descendants of a common ancestor,’ and we certainly are bound together at Salem by 

our common love of Christ.  But a strong family also is one that provides a supportive, 

loving community for its members in both good times and difficult ones.  

 

When our church Council gathers each month, we spend time focusing on the “business” 

of running our church family.  We discuss our church’s financial health, our priorities and 

plans for the short- and long-term, and we solicit input from our dedicated members 

regarding a variety of issues that affect us all.  This isn’t to say that we view our church 

as a business.  We do these things to strengthen the core of our family, so that our members can join together to 

love God through worship and praise, and open ourselves to His Word.   

 

I’m pleased to report that in many ways our church is off to a good start in 2018.  We have so many good things 

happening in our family, and Salem is blessed to have such a dedicated group of volunteer leaders across a 

number of different functions. These are things that should fill our hearts with joy. They are a reminder of how 

our church family can work together to fill our mission of bringing us closer to God. And thus far we can point 

to a number of positives, including:  

 

 Our Pave The Way campaign is making good progress toward our goal of raising $78,000 for the 

parking lot repairs that need to be done 

 Our Sunday school program continues to thrive under Amy Julia Becker’s leadership, and our new 

program for middle school students has added depth to our Christian formation efforts, thanks to a 

number of enthusiastic volunteers 

 We introduced a new once-monthly Sunday evening worship service and dinner, again thanks to the 

help of incredible volunteers, including our chef, Taylor Cannavaro. 

 Our property committee has worked diligently to care for our church building and its surrounding 

property.  

 Wednesday evening prayer groups have been gathering each week to provide a forum for quiet 

reflection and prayer.  

 Our Lenten lunches and Eastertide services offered a rich and prayerful program during the Easter 

season, and a platform to reach out more broadly to our community. 

 Through our special offerings, we support a number of organizations 

that assist those less fortunate, groups such as Project HOPE and 

Adelbrook, as well as community services organizations like 

Washington Fire and Ambulance, and  

 Planning is well under way for another VBS this summer. My wife 

Christine and Christy Guptill are co-leading VBS this year, and a 

number of our members have volunteered to help run the program, 

which will be held July 30 to August 3.  

 

Despite all of these positives, our family has had its share of loss and struggle 

thus far in 2018 as well. We mourn the loss of our sisters-in-Christ, Robin 

Williams and Virginia Gustafson.  And we have prayed and continue to pray 

together for several members who have endured health issues, 

hospitalizations, and losses of loved ones.  We ask that God help us to 

provide support and comfort to our struggling family members as they endure 

these difficult challenges.  (continued page 8) 

 

EASTER Sunday   
Hard to believe it was only 4 weeks 

ago today! 

 
 



APRIL’S GUEST SPEAKERS 
 

Marcy Heath Robitaille, Speaker, Author & Blogger – 

It was in winter 2010 that Marcy Heath Robitaille’s 17-yr. old daughter, Makenzie 

lost control of her car on black ice and was gravely injured. Within a week, Marcy 

and Makenzie’s father had to make the heart-wrenching decision to remove their 

daughter from life support. Staying true to Makenzie’s wishes to be an organ donor 

if that moment came, her organs were donated to six different recipients. Marcy’s 

life and all those who were connected to Makenzie during her life, and through her 

death, were changed forever. 

 

Marcy visited our church on April 7 & 8, to speak about her journey and how the 

Lord has comforted, supported and sustained her through this tragedy. We hosted a 

Meet & Greet (with Soup and Salad) on Saturday evening. Those who attended 

listened as Marcy recounted story after story of wonderful ways God orchestrated different (and typically, 

nearly impossible) connections with the recipients. There was also opportunity for Q&A.  

 

On the Sunday morning following, Dennis Bastianello (a representative of Donate Life and an organ recipient 

himself) and Marcy had a display table for Donate Life (April was National Organ Donor Month). During the 

Worship service, all had the opportunity to hear Marcy share some of her journey and give witness to her hope 

in Christ. You may listen to her testimony via this link: http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/21144185. You 

may also follow her blog at: http://agodwink.com/. 

 

Amy Julia Becker, Author, Speaker & Salem’s Chair of Spiritual Formation 
Have you ever struggled with doubt, or wrestled with questions about faith or 

God’s existence? Amy Julia was our guest preacher on April 22 and delivered an 

inspiring sermon speaking to these issues. Working from the passage of John 20: 

24-31, Amy Julia revealed some lessons learned from the disciple, Thomas and 

his encounter with Jesus post-resurrection: 1) Our questions and our doubts are 

universal; 2) God can handle our doubts; 3) when we confess our doubts, God 

will eventually respond to them.  You may listen to her sermon at: 

http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/21152971. 

 

In addition, Amy Julia’s new book, White Picket Fences: Turning toward Love in a World Divided by Privilege 

(Nav Press, October, 2018) is coming out this fall. Here are two links where you may pre-order her book:   
From Amazon:http://amzn.to/2FCbVlr 

From NavPress:https://www.navpress.com/p/white-picket-fences/9781631469206 

 

If you would like to learn more about Amy Julia and her work, you may visit: amyjuliabecker.com 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOLERS - SUNDAY MORNING STUDIES 

Two weeks ago, Salem’s middle schoolers finished a book called “Grit and Grace.” Each chapter focused upon 

an inspiring and faithful woman in the Bible: women such as Tabitha, Lydia, Esther, Abigail, Ruth, and 

Priscilla.  You may not recognize many of these names as most of them are described in ever-so-brief detail, but 

our middle schoolers do now. Each of these women were resourceful, wise, entrepreneurial, determined, strong 

and faithful. They were also humble – doing for others without any desire for recognition or reward. All were 

wholly devoted to honoring others before themselves, loving others through hard work and service, and loving 

God. They were women, as the title suggests, of both Grit and Grace.  

 

When asked which woman was one of their favorites, Penny selected Rahab (Joshua 2). She chose Rahab 

because 1) Rahab believed in God; 2) she hid the (Hebrew) spies in the darkness of night; 3) she helped her 

family; and 4) she protected God’s people and her family. 

http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/21144185
http://agodwink.com/
http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/21152971
http://amzn.to/2FCbVlr
https://www.navpress.com/p/white-picket-fences/9781631469206
http://amyjuliabecker.com/


In addition to the Sunday morning Bible study, middle-schoolers now meet during our Worship service to 

discuss the day’s Scripture passage. John Quist, Peter Becker, and Kiersten Marich rotate leading these lively 

interactions with our youth. They begin with an ice-breaker, read the Bible verses together, and then answer 

different questions provided.  

 

OUTREACH CONTINUES 

In January we began our once-a-month Sunday Evening 

Service and Supper. It was, and remains, our hope, that this 

more ‘casual’ service will attract people who don’t regularly 

attend our morning services along with those who do. Those 

who have come have appreciated sharing a meal together, 

singing, and interacting back and forth with the short 

“sermon.” Taylor Cannavaro has planned, prepared and 

provided amazing dinners and desserts, including baked 

chicken, Italian night, taco night. Last month it was a pork 

dish, risotto, and baked green beans. Glenn Hafele, and 

Ruth from Thomaston Covenant Church have been our 

song leaders. In April, Amy Julia Becker provided a short 

message about Jesus feeding the 5000. Thus far, we have 

had visiting students and staff from Rumsey Hall and the 

Gunnery join us as first-time guests.  

 

Please pray and consider who you might invite to join us for this relaxed evening of 

worship and fellowship together.  

 

128TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE EAST COAST CONFERENCE, By Ron Ames 
April 27/28 at Bethany Covenant Church, Berlin, CT 

 

The 128th Annual meeting of the East Coast 

Conference was attended by 112 delegates from 38 

of the 100 churches in the East Coast Conference.  

The number of churches represented is 

disappointing to me in that we were making 

decisions that affect about 14,000 people within the 

East Coast Conference. Those present discussed and 

voted on some programs that will impact our 

membership for the coming year and for years to 

come.  My report from this point will essentially list 

the activities that took place during the two day 

meeting. 

 

Howard Burgoyne, our East Coast 

Conference Superintendent, reported 

seven new churches were planted in 

2017.  A unanimous vote was taken to 

bring these churches into the 

conference. These new churches 

represent about 1000 people. Howard 

was particularly happy that many of 

the newer churches applying for 

membership are comprised of diverse 

social and racial backgrounds. They bring new life 

and vitality to the conference. In addition, Howard 

presented nominees to serve on the various 

conference boards. All were approved for 

membership for the coming year. Howard 

Burgoyne, himself was nominated and approved to 

serve his fourth 4-year term. 

 

Reports from our Agencies:  

New England Seafarers Mission –  

Rev. Steve Cushing begins his 20th year at NESM.  

He has seen a gradual change in the needs of the 

Jane Light’s review of Sunday  
Evening Service and Supper. 

Amy Julia sharing the Word at 
our evening service. 

Welcoming seven new churches into the East Coast Conference!  
Photo credit: Barbara Ettinger 



Seafarers and how to best serve them.  Most ships 

that arrive in Boston now stay docked for a very 

short time.  Many of the Seafarers have little time to 

leave the ship to visit our agency.  His ability to 

visit the ships is also being reduced due to other 

religious groups wishing to also visit. Hence, our 

ministry has had to make adjustments to these 

circumstances.  He thanked all the churches that 

support this ministry financially and by assisting 

him personally with the Seafarer needs.  

 

Pilgrim Pines Conference Center –  

Rev. Jim Condap will officially become our new 

Executive Director.  Jim served prior as the 

Associate Director for five years.  The most 

exciting news is for the first time in its 60 years of 

ministry, Pilgrim Pines is debt free due to a very 

generous million dollar+ donation.  This status frees 

the Pines to undertake major facility repairs and to 

keep the Pines attractive. Camp Squanto and nearly 

all of the facilities are booked for the coming year 

with the exception of the campground.  Today, 

many new families want to camp, but not in tents.  

The Board is therefore directing their resources to 

the building of new bunk houses and upgrading the 

cabins in the campground. 

 

Women’s Ministries –  

An ongoing ministry for women was discussed by 

Nan Lingenfelter, President.  She was particularly 

thankful for the Annual Fall Retreat and the 

contribution (our) Linda Williams made at it 

speaking about "Fabvolution" i.e. "being 

transformed from glory to glory".  One of the 

primary EastCC Women’s ministries is 

being Advocates for Victims of Abuse (AVA).  

Lastly, she encouraged women to attend the 2018 

Fall Retreat at Pilgrim Pines on September 21-23. 

 

One short presentation that impressed me was made 

by Rev. Whitney Hall; she made a plea to the 

conferees to care well for our pastors. The short 

presentation made me consider what that meant and 

how we care for our "most loved" Pastor Linda.  

Whitney focused upon special care needs to be 

given to keeping an open dialogue with our pastors 

and those who are called to give us spiritual 

guidance and direction. (Note: Salem has a Pastoral 

Relations Committee committed specifically to 

fulfilling this.) 

 

On the second day of meeting, discussion was 

directed toward the financial status of the 

conference and its agencies. If you are interested in 

the fine details, I suggest that you review the report, 

available in the church office.  Of the 110 pages, 67 

pages are dedicated to describing the very 

important financial status of all the EastCC agencies 

and departments.  Overall, the EastCC is in 

reasonably sound financial condition.  Total 

revenue for EastCC in 2017 was $1,325,722.  

Projected revenue for 2018 is $1,355,573.   

 

I appreciated the opportunity to attend this year’s 

Annual meeting and thank our church for 

underwriting my attendance.  Please feel free to 

contact me if you have any further questions.  

Salem is part of a vital ministry for helping people 

sustain a full and meaningful Christian life.   

 

Sincerely, Ron Ames

 

Update from Church Chair Continued 

When I assumed the role of Council Chair in 2016, I did so out of love for this church and the community that I 

found at Salem since my family started attending.  I hoped that as a member of the Council I could become 

more involved in running the church, and in some small way help our church family to be its best version of 

itself.  In so doing, I admit that I also hoped (and continue to pray) that I myself would be drawn closer to God, 

such that I will hear Him when he calls.  I can report that I feel the Holy Spirit moving throughout our church as 

we experience our collective highs and lows. I have learned that God doesn’t always call on us when it’s 

convenient and easy, or even entirely clear what He wants, but I am grateful for these opportunities to move 

closer to Him.   

 

As we move through the balance of 2018 and into the future, my family and I wish the best to our Salem family.  

May we continue to love and support each other as God would ask us to do, and may we work together to build 

a church where all our family members can find ways to strengthen their relationship with God and each other. 

 

Sincerely, Jeremy Chase, Chair-Church Council  



 

LOVE MERCY, DO JUSTICE 
From our inception the Covenant has been concerned with helping hurting people (love mercy), and addressing the 
causes of that hurt (do justice). The mission of Love Mercy Do Justice (LMDJ) is to “Join God in making things right in our 
broken world.”  
 

On Sunday, April 29, Pastor Linda shared that the MERGE team she and Michel will be part of later 

this month can double their efforts in the earthquake-damaged town of Tetela Mexico with $500 

more. Salem responded enthusiastically and the money came in. Because of your generous giving, 

the MERGE team will now be able to put new roofs on four homes rather than two! Thank you for 

your expression of love and mercy toward those in need! 

 

 

CHURCH PROPERTY 

Grubby Sunday – God has blessed Salem with a beautiful piece of property and church building, and 

commissioned the church to be good stewards of these assets. To care for both well, it requires many people 

with different gifts and talents. On a soggy Sunday morning, we were able to witness the multi-faceted body of 

Christ at work!  Half of our volunteers worked inside: washing windows (can you guess how many we have?), 

organizing our Communion Closet, dusting hard-to-reach places and pews, and placing our screens back up.  

Every room got a thorough spring cleaning.  

 

Outside in the wet elements, the other half of our volunteers were mulching our playground, trees and garden 

beds, replacing the curtain drain’s scattered rocks, and “sweeping” the edging along the parking lot’s retaining 

rocks.  

 

Many thanks to our volunteers that day: Deb and Rachel Andrews, Vincent Belanger, Roger Cannavaro, The 

Chase Family, Julie Fredlund, Mark Showalter, Diane Swanson, Carol Walzer and The Williams Family. 

 

  

GARDEN BEDS – Spring, at long last, has arrived! All of our garden beds are showing signs of new life. It is 

wonderful to see all the colors popping and buds forming. With the beauty comes the work of tending these 

flowers and shrubs. Presently, we have a small group who are caring for them on a regular basis: Patty Parker, 

Joan Gauthey, Charlotte Johnson, Carol Walzer and Linda Williams. If you enjoy gardening, your help would 

be welcome as we continue to maintain the many flower beds We could use several more people to water, 

and/or weed, trim, and plant once a week through the summer months. Please contact Pastor Linda if you are 

interested. 

  

To date, $52,563.28 has been received in cash donations and $18,378 pledged. If 

you would like to make a donation toward our Pave the Way Capital Campaign, you may go online to and click 

giving. http://www.covchurchgiving.com/p-2125-pave-the-way-capital-campaign.aspx 

http://www.covchurchgiving.com/p-2125-pave-the-way-capital-campaign.aspx


UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 May 20 – Opportunity for Baptism or Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Pentecost Sunday marks the birth of the Christian church. We read in Acts 2 of 

the Holy Spirit sweeping into the upper room and filling all those gathered with 

the Spirit of God. In observation of this significant event in the life of the 

church, many churches also take this Sunday for confirmation and baptism. 

This year we don’t have any students being confirmed. However, there may be some of you who have never 

before been baptized or others who are in a season of life in which you would like to re-affirm the vows that 

were made when you were baptized.  If you would like to be baptized or re-affirm your baptismal vows, or you 

have questions about either, please contact Pastor Linda.  

 

May 22-30 - Merge Ministries trip to Mexico – Pastor Linda 

and Michel Williams will be joining in the work of Merge 

Ministries, and Cuautla Covenant Church to build temporary 

housing for families whose homes were leveled by the 2017 

September earthquake in Tetela, Mexico.   

 

May 25-28 – Work & Worship Weekend at Pilgrim Pines.  

 

Enjoy a fun filled weekend of work, play and worship together at beautiful 

Pilgrim Pines.  Use your talents and willing hands to help prepare the Pines for 

another exciting summer season. In exchange for your work, Pilgrim Pines will 

provide excellent meals, lodging, recreations, group activities and worship times. 

 

You, your family and friends, and anyone are invited to participate in our work 

and worship weekend. You do not need to have any building or carpentry skills 

to pitch in! We need all kinds of people to make contributions. You need to have 

some energy and a willingness to get dirty, try new things, be flexible and enjoy the company of others who 

want to pitch in, too. We need cleaners, painters, rakers and electricians, as well as plumbers, carpenters and 

handy people. All of us have contributions to make, so come on out and enjoy some physical activity with your 

friends at Pilgrim Pines! Cost: Adults: $35 / Children 4-12: $17.50 / Children 3 and Under: Free.      Register 

here: https://campsquanto.campbrainregistration.com/ 

 
June 9 - Community Day – Volunteers Needed! 

Salem will be hosting a table at Washington Depot’s Community Day, 10-3pm. We are looking for volunteers 

to greet people who visit the table. The shifts will be in 1/hr and 2/hr segments. A sign up sheet will be in the 

Narthex. No special skills required! 

 

July 30 - August 3 is Vacation Bible School! 

 

We are excited to be hosting another VBS this summer!  Mark your 

calendars for the week of July 30-August 3rd.  The theme of VBS 2018 

will be “Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus”.  We will be venturing onto an 

unchartered island where kids survive and thrive!!  Our goal is to anchor 

the children in the truth that Jesus carries them through the storm.   

 

How can you help?  Please spread the word!!   Online registration will be 

up in the next few weeks and the registration link will be on the church 

website.  Please contact co-chairs Christine Chase or Christi Guptill for 

details!   

 

https://campsquanto.campbrainregistration.com/


 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor – Reverend Linda Williams 

Music Director – Susan Anthony-Klein 

Administrative Assistant – Caitlin Cannavaro 

Nursery Care Provider – Stephanie Shaw 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Chair – Jeremy Chase 

Vice-Chair – Spencer Guptill 

Treasurer/CFO – Caitlin Cannavaro 

Secretary – Julie Fredlund 

Trustee – Mark Showalter 

Spiritual Formation – Amy Julia Becker 

Fellowship – Robin McHan 

Diaconate – Charlotte Johnson 

Ex-Officio – Pastor Linda Williams 

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

Ron Ames 

Mike Andrews 

Bob Dickinson 

Mark Showalter 

Michel Williams 

 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

Jeremy Chase 

Spencer Guptill 

Peter Becker 

Amy Hoeniger 

Holly Camp 

 

 

 
 

Thank you! 
 

Dear Salem,  

 

My brother appreciated all the prayers sent his way. He 

said they were comforting. He is at peace with the Lord 

now, and the family takes comfort in that.  

Thank you everyone for all the prayers, calls, cards and 

emails. It helps get through this time.  

 

Love to you all, 

Robin McHan and Family 

 

P.S. And the beautiful plant Charlotte and Joan just 

delivered from the church is absolutely beautiful!! It and 

their visit brightened my day. 

 

Dear Salem Family and Friends, 

 

Thank you very much for the flowers you gave me in 

honor of Kevin’s brother, Tim. It is so nice to be thought 

of during a difficult time. 

 

Susan A. Klein 

 

MAY EVENTS 
May 2 – Council Meeting, 7:00 pm 

May 3 – National Day of Prayer 

May 4 – Loaves and Fishes, 3:30 pm  

May 6 – Worship & Communion 

Family and Fellowship 

May 13 – Mother’s Day 

May 20 – Pentecost Sunday  

-  Sunday Evening Service & Supper, 5:00 pm 

May 22-30 – Merge Missions Trip - Mexico 

May 27 – Guest Preacher,   

May 25-28 – Work & Worship Weekend, Pilgrim Pines 
 

May Birthdays  

 

 

3 – Lillian Ames 

4 – Iona Douskey 

8 – Angela Chase 

9 – Luke Hoeniger 

13 – Karl Quist 

17 – Jane Dickinson 

23 – Charlene Showalter 

 

 


