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WE ARE THE DREAMERS

A Message from Pastor Linda 

 

In the feature film Willy Wonka & the Chocolate 

Factory, after Willy Wonka (Gene Wilder) states 

that "The snozzberries taste like snozzberries!" young, 

impudent Veruca Salt responds in an arrogant tone, 

"Snozzberries? Who ever heard of a snozzberry?" 

Willy Wonka takes her cheeks, pulls her face 

towards him and gently replies, "We are the music 

makers, and we are the dreamers of dreams." 

 

We are the Dreamer of Dreams… 

 

During April’s Council meeting, we took the time 

to each share our small dreams and our big, 

seemingly impossible dreams for the different areas 

of ministry each of us oversees. It proved to be a 

very meaningful time among us for we were able to 

hear some of the private hopes and dreams we each 

carry for Salem. Though the dreams differed from 

one to another, three themes were shared by all of 

them: they had to do with people, vitality, and 

growth.  

 

To be more specific, as we talked it was evident that 

the Council’s primary dreams have to do with 

helping people be engaged with one another, 

encouraging others to share their gifts, creating 

opportunities for more individuals (in the church 

and outside it) to meaningfully connect with God, 

and sustaining a strong foundation that Salem can 

build upon for generations to come. These are grand 

dreams to be sure – but surely within God’s power 

to fulfill! 

 

Easter Sunday – Resurrection Sunday – marked a 

new day, a new birth as Jesus was raised to new 

life. God did the unimaginable - the impossible - by 

bringing forth life from death. Not even His 

disciples could have imagined this was what God 

would do. It wildly exceeded their hopes and 

dreams.  

Jesus’ victory on the Cross was why the Apostle 

Paul could write with such boldness and confidence 

to the church of Ephesus: “Now to Him who is able 

to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine (or dream! my word), according to His 

power that is at work within us, to Him be the glory 

in the church and in Jesus Christ throughout all 

generations for ever and ever. Amen!” (Ephesians 

3:20-21) 

 

What dreams or visions has the Lord placed on your 

heart? What makes your heart beat a little faster 

with hope and expectation, maybe even tremble? 

Does it seem out-of-reach, beyond impossible 

perhaps? That wonderful day of Easter marks a new 

day of hope and possibility. We serve a mighty God 

who has gifted us each with a calling upon our 

lives, and the gifts and resources to both fuel and 

fulfill our call.  He doesn’t promise us it will be 

easy, but He does promise to be with us, guide us, 

empower us and equip us. Let us pray for one 

another’s God-given dreams and hopes, and watch 

expectantly, anticipating the Spirit to move mightily 

here at Salem.  

 

Happy Eastertide!   

 

SPEAKING OF NEW LIFE! WELCOME ROWAN! 

Rowan Amory Cannavaro 
Born April 29, 2019 
7 lbs, 10.9 ounces 
20.5 inches 
 
Congratulations to parents, 
 Taylor and Caitlin,  
and big sisters, Addyson,  
August and Aubrielle!  
 
Praise God! 



WHOO HOO! By Robin McHan 

 

As  Sallie exclaimed, “Whoo Hoo!” the last day of 

Lenten Lunches this year, she was shouting accolades 

not only for the last day, but for all six Wednesdays we 

served and gathered with the community to feed our 

body and soul. The average attendance was 38! The free 

will offering collected $650, which will be given to 

Loaves & Fishes in New Milford, to help them continue 

to feed the body and soul of those in need. A big “Whoo 

Hoo!” to Salem Covenant Church for answering the  
plea, whether it was setting up the guest speaker 

schedule, advertising, kitchen crew, or food (and lots of 

it), your commitment to this annual community gathering is amazing. Thank you! 

 

This year’s guest clergy included: Ms. Ann Carr 

(Thomaston Covenant Church); Rev. George Crocker 

(St. Andrews), Rev. Gary Kitchin (Warren 

Congregational Church); Father Philip Schultz (OLPH); 

Rev. Dr. Brad Bergfalk (Congregational Church of 

Litchfield) and Pastor Linda.  

 
Pictured to the Right is Ann Carr (Week 2)  

and Pastor Brad Bergfalk (Week 6) 

 

 

EMPTY BOWL DINNER HUGE SUCCESS! By Lillian Ames 

The 'Empty Soup Bowl' dinner was held April 6 at St John's Church in New Milford. There was support 

from many area communities and organizations. Several kinds of delicious soups were donated by area 

restaurants (chicken gumbo was a hit). Volunteers made desserts including a festive strawberry shortcake 

and served ice cream with all the toppings!! The 'Empty Bowl' part comes when guests are invited to choose 

a bowl made by a local art studio and art classes in schools. The Gunnery and Rumsey donated many lovely, 

artistic ceramic bowls for the occasion.  The empty bowl they select is to be a reminder that there is local 

and worldwide hunger. Local support and much enthusiasm made the evening a success!  

 

WHAT DO YOU THIRST FOR?  

What do you thirst for? This was one of the first questions Pastor Mary 

Putera, our Guest Preacher on April 7 asked the congregation. Back for 

her second visit with us, Pastor Mary continued with the Lenten 

Sermon Series: The Seven Sayings of Jesus From the Cross. She  preached on this fifth 

saying of Jesus, emphasizing how often we thirst for the gifts of God and not God Himself. 

We thirst for the gift of God’s Presence in our day-to-day lives. To hear more of her sermon, 

you may listen to it online at: http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/21360671 

Pastor Mary will be back to preach on July 14! 

 

EXHALE, By Christi Guptill 

One fine Friday afternoon in April, four adventurous ladies from Salem set out on a trek from Washington, 

Connecticut to Pilgrim Pines for a women’s retreat weekend.  The trip began when a SUV was packed to the 

gills with suitcases filled for a month’s stay.  From the beginning, Christi was deemed the trip director.  

Water bottles were distributed, seats were assigned, and seat belts were clicked into place for our journey.  It 

only took to the bottom of Joan and Charlotte’s driveway to realize the GPS needed to go on silence and the 

I thirst. 
John 19:28 

http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/21360671


radio was turned off.  The talking and laughter began. Traveling up and back was 

most enjoyable.  We all took turns sharing stories about ourselves.  

 

The accommodations at Pilgrim Pines were great.  We each had our own room in 

the lodge. The meals were plentiful and tasty.   During the worship sessions, there 

was a live band playing contemporary Christian music.  The guest speaker was 

Kris Causton, a covenant pastor from Minnesota.  She was very entertaining and 

fun.  She made us laugh and think at the same time.  We met several women at the 

retreat that had been to Salem or knew people from Salem.  Next year’s Exhale 

date has already been set-April 3-5, 2020.  Salem women, mark your calendars and 

plan to attend. 

 

 
 

NEAR THE CROSS: AN EVENING OF SACRED SONG 

 

Last year the Choir began Near the Cross: An Evening of Sacred 

Song as an offering to the surrounding faith communities in 

preparation for Holy Week. This special evening is solely focused 

upon songs of Lent and the Passion and has an essence about it that 

is like no other occasion for the choir.  

 

This year nearly 50 people from this area and as far away as 

Thomaston and Southbury came to listen to the contemplative 

melodies and lyrics. At its conclusion, many individuals 

commented on how moving the music was and how touched they 

were in spirit. Overall, there was a deep feeling of appreciation for this very significant way to open Holy 

Week. Thank you Salem Choir! 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, By William Becker  

On Maundy Thursday, during Holy Week, Salem Covenant Church held its 

annual service. The service is not held in the Sanctuary but in the Fellowship 

Room. You sit around a table with everyone else that is at the dinner. You are 

welcome to eat throughout the service. There is a program, but the service runs 

at its own pace. You sing different hymns throughout the service. At one point 

in the service, you will get your hands washed by our pastor. It is a 

representation of how Jesus washed His disciples’ feet.  

 

The kids like this service more than any other in the year. I think it is because of 

the attitude of the service. The food is a very attractive part to the kids. This 

year the kids ate a lot of the food on the table. It is also attracting to the 

grownups. I think that they like how the service is so personal. During the 

service, you will be prayed for personally. This is many people’s favorite 

service of the year. 

 

TENEBRAE, SERVICE OF SHADOWS, By Lillian Ames 
The Service of Tenebrae is held during the last three days of 

Holy Week. The service includes Bible readings, hymns and the 

use of candles. The readings tell the story of Jesus' last days 

on earth. The readings included briefly: the Last Supper; Jesus 

praying on the Mount of Olives (when the disciples could not 



stay awake to pray); Judas betraying Jesus; Peter denying he knew Jesus three times; Jesus being mocked; Jesus 

before Pilate and Herod and Jesus' crucifixion.  

 

After each reading relating these events, a candle was extinguished. For me, each extinguished candle left the 

room closer to darkness and signified perhaps a personal lapse into denial, betrayal or failing to pray for a 

person in need - or some other 'hour of darkness'. Dianne DeMarco's lovely and moving song 'Were You There 

When They Crucified My Lord?'  added immensely to the service. But a feeling of hope stirred as the Christ 

Candle was carried down the aisle as the only light in the room. The dark and gloomy atmosphere was not the 

end as the light of the world prevailed! Jesus said, '" I am the light of the world." I have not been to such a 

service in a long time and found it deeply moving. 

 

BAKE & BOUQUET SALE, By Julie Fredlund 
This year’s Bake & Bouquet Sale netted just over $420 with 10% of the proceeds being donated to Susan B. 

Anthony Project in Torrington. For several years now, the Sale has been held in the Church’s Narthex and with 

the rain we had on the Saturday before Easter Sunday, we are 

thankful we made the move from outside the Washington Market to 

the Church! 
  
Though a smaller crowd than usual, we attribute it to the miserable 

and damp day. Thank you everyone who did their part either 

baking, helping price, plating, wrapping, flower arranging Friday 

night, coming to the Sale on Saturday to purchase food and flowers, 

or choosing something from the table on Easter morning. It truly 

takes a village each and every time we embark on an event and your 

continued support of our Church and its programs is appreciated! ~ 

Julie and Robin 

 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE  

Despite the very early hour (6:00am), over 50 people of all ages 

from our community and different denominations gathered for the 

annual Easter Sunrise Service. Pastor Linda led the worship time 

and shared the meditation for that morning. The new Pastor, Rev. 

Robyn Gray, of 1st Congregational Church of Washington, came 

and was introduced during the welcome. One sweet thing that 

happened during the service this year, was when the saints began 

singing Amazing Grace, all the cows that had been meandering in the pasture nearby came up to the stone wall 

boundary and listened as voices were lifted up. It made quite a lasting impression on those who witnessed it! 

Indeed, all of creation sings the praises of our God! 

 

 

EASTER SERVICE, By Spencer & Christi Guptill  
 

As I sat in church Easter 

Sunday, I glanced to my right 

and there was Lindsay and 

Ani sitting beside me. I glanced to my left and Christi and Zack were there 

as well. My family was together. We were all present hearing the News of 

Hope and New Life. Jesus has risen and with that comes our hope for 

tomorrow. It was an awesome feeling that I am very grateful for. 

People beginning to gather for 
the Easter Sunrise Service. 



From my pew at the back of the church, my focus then moved 

outward. I saw every pew full. They were full with other families 

reunited and sitting together. They were full of friends that I see 

weekly as well as friends from the past. Friends and families together 

for one purpose, to hear our Good News… 

Jesus has risen and we have everlasting life. 

Together, under the same roof, we all gathered to celebrate. 

Everyone participated including the children, reading from the Bible and singing in 

the choir. However, what hit home to me the most came at the end of the sermon 

when Pastor Linda concluded, “But today when people tell us that Jesus is dead, we 

can retort, ‘Nonsense, Jesus has risen!’ And the congregation replied, “Amen!” 

 

ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT 

This year our children weren’t disappointed! There were plenty of 

candy-filled Easter Eggs for all after the Easter service. Erin Light, 

Carrie Rowe and Jim McDonough came in the early hours of Easter 

morning and dotted the playground or hid these colorful spheres in 

hard-to-find places. Nevertheless our Egg Hunters found every one! 

Thank you to all who donated stuffed eggs for this annual tradition. 

 

OUR EASTER OFFERING 

This year’s Easter offering was nothing short of AMAZING. Over 

$1700 was received for WASH, which will be used to provide clean, safe drinking water and surgical   

 

SPECIAL GUEST FOR KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY 

 

The last Sunday of April we welcomed David Cameron, a member 

of Covenant Church of Easton, CT. David is an active volunteer 

with Kairos Ministry, a Christian outreach ministry to men and 

women who are incarcerated. To see the video that David shared 

with the congregation, you may visit: https://youtu.be/-rQXOL2Gjns 

 

 

 

PROPERTY UPDATE 

In early April, Laigle Flooring arrived to repair the unraveling areas of Fellowship Room 

carpet. Looks almost new again! This will extend the life of the carpet as 

well as eliminate any trip hazards, especially at the threshold.  

 

If you’ve noticed something has changed as you enter our front doors, 

and you can’t quite put your finger on it, here’s a hint: Look up. Gradually 

the portico ceiling had been growing blacker and dingier, and the painted 

wood areas more grimy, giving the whole area a dirty, un-kept look. A 

power washer some detergent and water, and a and a few hours of elbow 

grease on a Saturday morning, all combined to make the whole place 

shine! In fact, it looks like the portico got a fresh coat of paint!  

https://youtu.be/-rQXOL2Gjns


Lastly, some of the outlets in the Lydia room were replaced with 

new ones, and an additional outlet was added behind the large-

screen television. 

 

CHURCH WISH LIST (in no particular order)  

 Scrape and paint Kitchen ceiling – no quote available yet 

 Upgrade Phone system (APEX Communication) - $3622   

(originally quoted at $500) – Caitlin is double-checking with 

company 

 Replace large Mixer/Amplifier,  Sanctuary, +/- $1000 

 Carpeting, Sanctuary – no quote available yet 

 Walkway to Parsonage Front door, $5720 (if we do prep 

work of removing stones, excavate 8”x 4’ path) 

 Hearing devices in the Sanctuary for those who hearing impaired 
 Replace Carpeting, Parsonage Yellow bedroom, $840 

 New seating for Fellowship Hall - $40-$100/chair    
 

 

LOVE MERCY, DO JUSTICE 
From our inception the Covenant has been concerned with helping hurting people (love mercy), and addressing the 
causes of that hurt (do justice). The mission of Love Mercy Do Justice (LMDJ) is to “Join God in making things right in our 
broken world.” 

For many years, I’ve wanted to do something more than send money, which of course is also important, 

to the Susan B.Anthony Project, located in Torrington CT. Their mission is very close to my heart. 

From now until June 7, Salem and Warren Congregational Church will be collecting items for personal 

care which will be put into baskets and delivered to the Susan B. Anthony Project. We will invite the 

women from the Warren Congregational Church to an evening with refreshments/meal on a date TBA, 

in June. 

Please consider donating one or more of the items on the list. For any questions, please contact Robin 

McHan. Thank you! 

o Body and Hand lotions 
o Brushes 
o Cloth covered hair elastics 
o Combs 
o Conditioners 
o Cotton balls or swabs (sample 

size) 

o Dental Floss 
o Deodorants 
o Feminine Products 
o Hair pick combs 
o Head bands 
o Mouthwash (sample size) 
o Razors & shaving cream 

o Shampoos 
o Soaps or shower gels 
o Toothbrushes 
o Toothpastes 

 

Please place items in the marked container in the Narthex/Library area. 

 

 

UPCOMING MISSIONS OPPORTUNITIES  

 

May 24-27, 2019 – Pilgrim Pines Conference Center, Swanzey, NH 

Enjoy a fun-filled weekend of work, play and worship together at beautiful Pilgrim 

Pines.  Use your talents and willing hands to help prepare the Pines for another exciting 



summer season. In exchange for your work, Pilgrim Pines will provide excellent meals, lodging, recreations, 

group activities and worship times. 

 

You, your family and friends, and anyone are invited to participate in our work and worship weekend. You 

do not need to have any building or carpentry skills to pitch in! We need all kinds of people to make 

contributions. You need to have some energy and a willingness to get dirty, try new things, be flexible and 

enjoy the company of others who want to pitch in, too. We need cleaners, painters, rakers and electricians, as 

well as plumbers, carpenters and handy people. All of us have contributions to make, so come on out and 

enjoy some physical activity with your friends at Pilgrim Pines! The cost of the entire weekend is $40/adult, 

$20/children, 5-12. 

 

Thank you notes 
Dear Pastor Linda,  

 

Near the Cross: truly an inspiring way to begin Holy Week.  

Thanks to Dianne DeMarco and the eleven choir members. I am singing in my heart “Remember Me.” 

 

Love, 

Jean Suddaby 

 

May Birthdays 

Kate Fredlund     2 

Rachael Shurberg    2 

Lillian Ames     3 

Iona Douskey     4 

Chase Hurley     7 

Angela Chase    8 

Isabella Guzman   8 

Luke Hoeniger   9 

Terri DeWitte    10 

Karl Quist    13 

Steve DeWitte   14 

Jane Dickinson   17 

Diane Locke    20 

Ken Melton    20 

Sam Shurberg    20 

Charlene Showalter   23 

Lori Ann Dahl    28 

Ryan Williamson   28 
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