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Can you smell it?   

That rich, earthy dampness rising from the ground? 

Can you see it?  

The bright, cheery blooms reaching for the sun? 

Can you hear it?  

The cacophony of young birds demanding their mother’s 

attention? 

Can you feel it?  

The sharp bite of cold easing as warm air wafts over our faces? 

 

These are all signs of Spring coming – new birth, new growth, new life - and all of nature is stirring with 

anticipation.  Many of us are swept up in the excitement as well.  There’s nothing else quite like this time of 

year –– brighter days seem more than a possibility. The promises of sunny gardens and fresh produce, baseball 

games and barbecues seem within reach now. No matter what is happening in the world, or even in our little 

corner, Spring is coming and nothing can stop it…Hallelujah!  

 

Describing all this, it is evident why the Church celebrates Easter in springtime. It’s the perfect illustration of 

our Lord’s Resurrection; He who was dead came to life! When Jesus had breathed his last and was buried in the 

tomb, many gloated, dusting their hands of this troublemaker – confident they had silenced this “Son of Man.” 

They were sure they had seen the last of Him. Though the powers of men and Evil did everything they could to 

thwart God’s plan, nothing, NOTHING could stop God - not even death itself.  

 

How often we need to be reminded of this truth about God’s character and power! It is especially to meditate 

upon on those days when we sit in gloom, when all seems lost or broken and we despair, and even when we 

believe we are beyond hopeless. We can look out at Spring and be reminded brighter days are coming. We can 

witness with our own eyes, tender buds defiantly breaking through rock and mud, and stretching its leaves out 

with joy. It is evidence there is more than meets the eye. A power beyond our seeing is at work. With God 

nothing is impossible. Nothing can stop Him. “The Lord works out everything to its perfect end…” (Proverbs 

16:4) 
 

So we celebrate once again the amazing Truth that Jesus is alive! Happy Easter! ✞

JUSTICE AND MERCY – SEE THE NEED, TEND TO IT 

 

In a recent morning devotion, I was reading in 

Proverbs and Matthew. It just “happened” that the 

two passages I turned to honed in on the matter of 

‘justice and mercy’, a phrase that is being bandied 

about by numerous preachers, writers, social 

activists, and relief organizations.  

 

 

The first passage was Proverbs 31: 8-9 

Speak up for those who cannot speak for 

themselves, 

    for the rights of all who are destitute. 

Speak up and judge fairly; 

    defend the rights of the poor and needy. 

NOTHING CAN STOP GOD 
A Message from Pastor Linda 



I was reminded again of our responsibility as 

Christ-followers to speak up for, even defend those 

who do not have the same resources of which many 

of us have been blessed: advanced education, solid 

employment with livable wages, a strong church 

community, loyal family and friends, and so forth.  

The verses are a pointed reminder that to those who 

have been given much, much is required. (Luke 12:48)  

 

The other passage I turned to was Matthew 14:13-

21 - the familiar story of Jesus feeding the 5000. 

Often this story is shared with the attention placed 

on Jesus and his miracle of multiplying the loaves 

and fishes. Yet, as I read Matthew, through the lens 

of Proverbs, I was struck by the disciples’ response 

to Jesus’ instruction to feed those who were hungry. 

He unabashedly tells them, “See the need; tend to 

it.” 

 

The disciples’ first reaction was to send those less 

unfortunate away. Basically, “let them fend for 

themselves, Lord!” Rather than jumping in to help 

them, the twelve were quick to want to move the 

need out of sight, out of mind, and essentially out of 

their hands! They were swift to abdicate any 

personal responsibility. They even defend their 

inability to help:  “Look Lord, we only have this 

little bit…” They focused on their perceived 

scarcity which, in reality, was more than any in the 

crowd had.   

 

Perhaps now Jesus would let them off the hook, 

“Gosh, I see your point, guys.” But he doesn’t. He 

asks of them what they do have and blesses it. And 

there before their eyes, they witnessed what 

happens when we share with others who have less 

than us. They learn ‘Giving begets giving’ – sharing 

spurs abundance. Everyone is satisfied. 

 

See the need; tend to it. 

 

With these questions in mind: 1) What are the needs 

in our community we are not seeing?; 2) What 

would it look like to do justice and mercy here in 

this place?; and 3) And to whom is God calling us 

to speak up for, or need to meet? Joe and I began 

meeting with different leaders in Washington. Thus 

far, we have talked with some town officials, 

several board members of different volunteer 

agencies, an area social worker, and several people 

in education.  Our eyes are being opened. We are 

hearing of the needs of our neighbors – some as 

basic as food, heating oil and shelter. Some issues 

are systemic, and some are individual. We still have 

more people to meet and research to do.  

 

In the weeks to come, we will be sharing with you 

in more specifics our discoveries, along with 

possible ways, we can respond with acts of ‘justice 

and mercy.’  ✞

THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC AND THE FAITHFUL RESPONSE 

Joe Snedden, Pastoral Intern 

 

At the end of February, I 

had the opportunity to 

attend a seminar on the 

Opioid Epidemic over at 

Danbury Hospital. It was an eye-opening 

experience. The speaker was Irene Sherlock, a 

counselor and family therapist from the Midwestern 

Connecticut Council on Alcoholism (MCCA).  

 

Perhaps the most interesting part of Sherlock’s 

presentation for me was the discussion of how the 

epidemic developed. Since 2001, there has been a 

cultural shift away from shame and stigma 

surrounding drug uses and abuse and since 2008, 

economic stress has created an environment where 

people, especially men affected by the recession, 

have turned to opioids to cope. This situation 

combined with the failure of programs like DARE 

(“everyone’s doing it”) and a lack of information 

for doctors about two decades ago about the 

addictiveness of opioids in medical care have 

created a perfect storm for the creation of the 

epidemic we are seeing today. Essentially, when 

doctors are prescribing opioids to treat aches and 

pains that could be treated with aspirin or ibuprofen, 

it is difficult to demonstrate that opioid pills are 

dangerous and easily abused. 

 

So, what can we do as the Church in the face of this 

crisis? First, I think the Church is uniquely suited to 

creating a resilient community wherein we can turn 

to one another to cope in times of stress and 

disaster. If people know they can rely on each other, 

the evidence is that they will be less likely to try to 

cope with drugs. Second, there is what Sherlock 

called “The Recovery Triangle.” Essentially, there 



are three factors that help recovering addicts to stay 

sober: Community, Spirituality, and Education and 

Therapy. A reliable, supportive community helps 

people have a place to go when they need to “cope.” 

A robust and healthy spirituality helps people build 

resilience so that they do not need to “cope” as 

often. And education and therapy can help them be 

informed both about themselves and about the 

dangers of their coping mechanisms.  

 

As a community of faith, we have the capacity and 

capability to create the kind of environment where 

drug use and abuse should happen infrequently if at 

all. And should someone stumble, we have the 

ability to catch them and help them stand upright 

once again. 

 

For more information on this topic and what the 

MCCA is doing to combat it, please go to 

http://mccaonline.com. ✞ 

 

CLOTHING DRIVE FOR VIETNAM VETERANS OF CONNECTICUT 

By Michel Williams 

 

The recent drive we did for the Vietnam Veterans of Connecticut 

was a huge success.  A huge thanks to everyone who was able to 

help by donating all types of clothing, jackets, backpacks and small 

housewares.  In all there were about 15 bags of donated items that filled the utility 

trailer in our driveway.  Because this organization helps veterans of all wars, items 

for men, women and children we all appreciated.  This organization especially needs 

clothing which often are not the draw to our tag sale or penny auction.   

 

From their website they tell us: 

WE ESPECIALLY NEED CLOTHING! 

Clothing of all types & sizes (men’s, ladies, children’s, baby’s) • Clothing accessories • Shoes (all kinds) Baby 

items • House and glassware • Books, toys, bikes • Stereos, radios, portable TVs • All bedding, draperies, 

curtains Kitchenware • Usable small furniture & rugs • Small appliances • Tools (all kinds) • Jewelry and 

cosmetics. ALMOST ANYTHING! 

 

If you are interested in learning more about what they do, here is their website:  https://vva.org. Thank you for 

taking the time to bring your contributions for this important need for our veterans.   

 

 

LENTEN LUNCHES GOING STRONG 

 

Every year our church hosts Lenten lunches for the larger community of 

faith and the general public. This ecumenical “feast” continues to draw 

many from our surrounding churches, including St Johns, St Andrews, 

the First Congregational churches (Washington, Warren, and Litchfield), 

Our Lady, and our own members. Despite having to cancel one week due 

to the Nor’easter, attendance has been high with over 65 people one 

week!  Many have been generous, contributing: gallons of homemade 

soups, a mountain of sandwiches, loaves of bread, jars of pickles and tasty cakes. 

Others have been generous with time and service, working diligently to set tables, 

coordinate food service from the kitchen, and then help with the clean-up following 

lunch – to be sure, there are loads of dishes! 

 

Area clergy have been bringing a good word, providing spiritual sustenance to go with 

the outstanding soup and sandwiches. Pastor Linda began the Lenten lunches, teaching 

what Lent is about. Rev. Susan McCone (St John’s Episcopal Church) followed the 

second week with a timely word from Scripture. Two weeks ago, Rev Cheryl 

Anderson focused on Matthew 6:25-34, (God’s care for us) and encouraged us to 

https://vva.org/


place our worries in God’s hands. And just this past week, Rev. Gary 

Kitchin (Warren Congregational Church, left) gave thanks for the 

ecumenical spirit of our Lenten lunches and then turned to Luke 23: 

39-43, to highlight the criminal’s simple faith in Jesus and his security 

of eternal life with God.  

 

Our final Lenten lunch for this year will be April 5, with our former 

Pastoral Intern, John DePalma bringing the devotion. We hope you 

can join us!

PROPERTY UPDATE 

 

The Property Committee has been working behind the scenes in anticipation of some upcoming projects for the 

Spring. Currently, Mark Showalter is speaking with several paving contractors about our parking lot and 

driveways, specifically about the best possible solutions to address deterioration caused by water run-off. 

Michel Williams is working with several companies about updating our current Fire Alarm system (the original 

one installed in 1977.) They will be meeting as a committee on April 23 to discuss and prioritize their findings, 

and then making recommendations to the Church.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IMPORTANT APRIL EVENTS & DATES 

April 2 – Worship and Communion, Family and Fellowship 

April 5 – Lenten Lunch, Noon 

Guest clergy, Mr. John DePalma 

April 7 - Loaves and Fishes, 3:30 pm 

April 9 – Palm Sunday 

April 13 – Maundy Thursday Service, 6:45 pm 

April 14 – Tenebrae Service, 7:00 pm 

April 15 – Bake & Bouquet Sale, 8:30 -11:30 am  

April 16 – Easter Sunrise Service, New Preston Stone Church, 6:05 am 

-  Easter Service & Children’s Easter Egg Hunt, 10:30 am 

April 23 - Properties Committee meeting, following worship 

April 26 – Evening Prayer, 7:00 pm 

April 27/28 – East Coast Conference Ministerial Association meeting, Attleboro, MA 

April 28/29 – East Coast Conference Annual Meeting, Attleboro, MA 

The MOVE Award will be presented April 29. 

April 30 - Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am   

 

 

  

April Birthdays  
 
 

 
Sandy Nelson     6 

David Golembeski    9 

Elliot Bogue    10 

Robin Williams   12 

Katie DeWitte    13 

Teddy Alex    14 

Steve Haas    14 

Janice Anthony   15 

Hillary Kelly    15 

Mary Ann Lundberg   16 

Emily Anderson   17 

Sara Taylor    19 

Holly Haas    22 

Kat Stevens    23 

Spencer Tillman   23 

Deb Blank    26 

Greg Alex    28 

Dawn Belanger   29 

Gavin Dowling   29 


