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HOLY WEEK IS COMING 
A Message from Pastor Linda 

 

We are now halfway through the season in Lent. 

Soon Holy Week will be here – a week filled with 

special services of remembrance, and opportunities 

to focus more on Christ’s work on the Cross. Too 

many, it may seem a depressing time - why would 

anyone choose to concentrate on Christ’s suffering 

and anguish? It’s certainly counterintuitive to our 

culture’s ‘I just want to be happy’ mindset. Many 

would rather bypass Passion Week, tune out Good 

Friday, and move on to glorious Easter. It’s readily 

understandable, especially when we are exposed to 

so much heartache in our daily 

lives with family and friends, 

or witnessed on news stations. 

Why pile on more? 

 

Yet, rather than thinking of 

these holy services and 

traditions of Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, or 

Holy Saturday as depressing, 

these days may be better framed as an introspective 

and quiet time to move closer to the heart of God. 

Something very significant happens within us when 

we see and hear Christ’s own vulnerability that final 

week in his life. The last supper, the garden of 

Gethsemane, his trial before Pilate, and his last 

moments on the Cross are as compelling now as 

they were that day. Listening to the words of Jesus, 

our souls are drawn nearer to His. Those who 

choose to take part in these different services will 

often comment, sometimes with surprise, at how 

meaningful the time was to them. 

 

In an age where everything happens so fast that one 

can scarcely catch one’s breath, or really stop and 

think about anything in depth, these services are a 

welcome time to be still, remember, and reflect in 

wonder at the enormous love and grace of God.  It 

is a time to take account of our own lives, the 

journey we are on, and where we are going.  

 

As Holy Week approaches, I 

pray you would consider 

participating in one, some or 

all of the services. (The dates 

and times are all listed near 

the end of this newsletter.) As 

you do, I believe you will find 

the celebration of Easter 

brighter, more joyous, and more meaningful than 

you have experienced in years past. In fact, I 

wouldn’t be surprised if you find yourself singing or 

humming some of the Easter songs to yourself that 

day.  

 

Happy Easter! 

 

SNOW CANCELS SERVICES BUT NOT YOUTH EVENT 

 

It’s been quite an interesting year for the timing of inclement weather. Twice this 

winter, we have had to cancel Worship Services due to snow. No one can recall a 

time services have been cancelled two times in the same year!  

 

Despite the snow and freezing rain, the weather cleared well enough that Sunday 

afternoon in March, for our youth to join Thomaston’s Covenant Youth group at 

Bounce in Danbury. Only Haleigh was able to go this time, but she was delighted 

to re-connect with her new friend she made at the Covenant Youth retreat in 

February. 



TETELA DEL VOLCAN, MORELOS, MEXICO, By Michel Williams 

 

Amazing Trip 

It is difficult to capture in words and pictures all that has happened on this trip: sights, sounds, smells, facial expression of 

love, gratitude, fun, emotion and of course, touch. Of all these, the most precious element is to see how God’s Spirit 

moves, across and through all of these; binding and strengthening those He calls His children, His precious creations. I am 

grateful for the overwhelming number of memories I take home from Mexico. There is no lack of “evidence” that God has 

moved throughout this trip.  All involved have been changed; those in Cuautla and Tetela as well as the five of us who 

traveled to be a part of this relief effort. 

 

Seeing God’s Spirit Move 

Despite our language challenges, there were 

MANY conversations with both adults and 

children.  Of course, I had so much fun with the 

children.  (You can’t tell at all from these 

photos. 😉) Fun and Love have a very common 

language!  Despite our age differences, the 

children “saw” the kid in me.  So much fun. 

  

On our first trip to Mexico, last year, I prayed 

that God would use us and that His love and 

compassion would be felt through our coming.  

Quietly, as I often pray, I prayed that His Spirit 

would move through all that happened there.  

This year, Hugo – our brother, who with his wife, Lupita, first went to Tetela to see how they could help – told us of a 

conversation that happened on the worksite.  Some of the family asked more about why Merge was doing this work and 

more importantly more about our ‘religion’. Hugo explained our ‘religion’ was an active and living relationship with God 

in Christ. The conversation resulted with the family expressing a genuine desire to learn more about our God and His 

Word. It was the invitation or open door Hugo and Lupita have been praying for over these past 20 months! 

 

Each day we took a bus for the one-hour trip. This year Andreas was our driver. For the first two days, he stayed with his 

van and rested or read while we worked. Each day he would listen to our conversations and watch as we worked with the 

families.   Since he spoke quite a bit of English, he was able to hear a good deal of all the conversations. He had his eyes 

on us! After two days of watching, he decided to join in the work!  The first day, he worked he was in his professional 

clothes!  Each day after, he brought a change of clothes to work in.  He didn’t know anyone on our team or the families in 

Tetela.  

On one of these days, Pastor Benjamin who worked with us last year, joined us for the day – the same day Hugo shared 

about our faith.  Seeing Andreas’ interest, Benjamin spent time talking with Andres about Jesus again in the evening.  As 

a result, Andreas made a commitment to Christ. He wanted this Jesus who moves people to do what he was witnessing.  

We were able to see another brother enter into a life changing relationship with God. While we pray to see God move, to 

see this is truly moving. 

 

Teamwork 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please Pray for the Families of Tetela 

 

Thank you for your prayers and support for this 

important work. As Americans, we want to “fix” 

things so they are better – or the way they “should” 

be.  In this work, however, we have learned that 

developing relationships is as important, if not more 

important, than the physical work we are doing here. 

It is humbling to see the gratitude for what we were 

able to do with them (laugh, play, work, eat, listen, 

work and eat some more!)   All of this could not 

happen without your prayers, love and support.  It 

was such a blessing to return and to see all the 

familiar faces from last year, the new people we met 

and especially the children! 

 

For the families   

 For their hearts – they would continue to be reminded of God’s Love for them and His desire to be in relationship 

with them.  

 They would be drawn to His Spirit when they think of the time we spent with them.  

 They would find encouragement in all they have experienced in this wonderful context of Christian community. 

 For their safety – given their proximity to the volcano, 8 miles away, a large event would certainly impact them. 

 

For Andreas 

 Pray that he would find a healthy Christian Community where he continues to learn of God’s love for him and 

where he will grow in his faith. 

Marie 

 This is a woman who is in stage 4 cancer.  Linda was asked to pray for her and in the quiet, small room where she 

lay, we were able to lay hands on her and pray encouraging words of God’s love and comfort for her.  

 

Thanks again for your loving support. If you are interested, there are Merge trips planned throughout the year.  We are 

already talking about a return trip for next year. 

 
 

Pastor Marlon Simpkins – Guest Preacher 

 

While Pastor Linda was in Mexico, Pastor Marlon Simpkins was invited to come and 

preach about one of the Seven Sayings of Jesus on the Cross. His sermon focused on John 

19:25-27, and the new family in Christ. 

 

Pastor Marlon serves as Chaplain at Regional Hospice Center in Danbury, and is also 

pastoring part-time at New York Covenant Church, in the area of Spiritual Care and 

Counseling. You may listen to his sermon via this link: http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/21356980 

 

INVITING THE WHOLE FAMILY TO THE TABLE: Changes in Communion 

 

Our Church Council, and specifically Spiritual Formation, are continuously exploring 

avenues to help our children and youth make meaningful connection with God and the 

family of faith. One notable area has to do with helping our children both understand and 

participate in Communion. Last month we began including the children during the 

service of Communion. This gave them opportunity to observe how Communion is 

practiced, hear what it means, and participate in it with their parents’ guidance.  

http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/21356980


Pastor Linda used the time during the Children’s message to teach and review what Communion is about and to 

give each child a special pin to wear for Communion.  

 

 In addition, we also began regularly including the Apostle’s Creed as the Invitation to Communion to help 

children and adults alike learn it by memory.  

 

One more note about Communion… 

Last month we introduced new Communion 

wafers. Our sister church, Hindustani Covenant 

Church in India, has been very involved in a 

ministry of rescuing women out of human 

trafficking, restoring their dignity and equipping 

them with vocational skills to support their 

families. One way they do this is making 

communion wafers out of rice. These are being 

offered broadly now in Covenant churches around the country as a way of supporting these women and the 

ongoing work of Hindustani Covenant Church.  

 

CHURCH WISH LIST (in no particular order)  

 Scrape and paint Kitchen ceiling – no quote available yet 

 Upgrade Phone system (APEX Communication) - $3622   (originally quoted at $500) – Caitlin is 

double-checking with company 

 Replace large Mixer/Amplifier,  Sanctuary, +/- $1000 

 Carpeting, Sanctuary – no quote available yet 

 Walkway to Parsonage Front door, $5720 (if we do prep work of removing stones, excavate 8”x 4’ path) 

 Hearing devices in the Sanctuary for those who hearing impaired 
 Replace Carpeting, Parsonage Yellow bedroom, $840 

 New seating for Fellowship Hall - $40-$100/chair    
 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 12-14 – Women’s Exhale Retreat at Pilgrim Pines. Visit  

www. pilgrimpines.org for more information, or contact 

Christy Guptill. 

 



 

 

 

April 14 – Near The Cross: An Evening of Contemplative 

Songs & Sacred Music, 5:00 pm. Presented by Salem’s 

Choir; Directed by Dianne DeMarco 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOVE MERCY, DO JUSTICE 
From our inception the Covenant has been concerned with helping hurting people (love mercy), and addressing the 
causes of that hurt (do justice). The mission of Love Mercy Do Justice (LMDJ) is to “Join God in making things right in our 
broken world.” 

 

“Empty Bowl” Dinner for Loaves and Fishes 

On April 6, Loaves & Fishes is sponsoring a soup, bread, drink and dessert 

dinner. Local schools and an art studio are making and donating ceramic 

bowls to take home as a reminder of local and world hunger. The soup will 

be donated by area restaurants. This is a collaborative effort by many 

different organizations and businesses in the community. We can help by 

purchasing tickets ($20) to support this annual event.  



UPCOMING MISSIONS OPPORTUNITIES  

 

May 24-27, 2019 – Pilgrim Pines Conference Center, Swanzey, NH 

Enjoy a fun-filled weekend of work, play and worship together at beautiful Pilgrim 

Pines.  Use your talents and willing hands to help prepare the Pines for another exciting 

summer season. In exchange for your work, Pilgrim Pines will provide excellent meals, 

lodging, recreations, group activities and worship times. 

 

You, your family and friends, and anyone are invited to participate in our work and worship weekend. You 

do not need to have any building or carpentry skills to pitch in! We need all kinds of people to make 

contributions. You need to have some energy and a willingness to get dirty, try new things, be flexible and 

enjoy the company of others who want to pitch in, too. We need cleaners, painters, rakers and electricians, as 

well as plumbers, carpenters and handy people. All of us have contributions to make, so come on out and 

enjoy some physical activity with your friends at Pilgrim Pines! The cost of the entire weekend is $40/adult, 

$20/children, 5-12. 

 

April Birthdays  

Sandy Nelson     6 

David Golembeski    9 

Elliot Bogue    10 

Robin Williams   12 

Katie DeWitte    13 

Teddy Alex    14 

Steve Haas    14 

Janice Anthony   15 

Hillary Kelly    15 

Mary Ann Lundberg   16 

Emily Anderson   17 

Sara Taylor    19 

Holly Haas    22 

Kat Stevens    23 

Spencer Tillman   23 

Deb Blank    26 

Greg Alex    28 

Dawn Belanger   29 

Gavin Dowling   29 
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