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I WANT TO BE A PATIENT PASTOR  

A Message from Pastor Linda 

 

One of my favorite authors when it comes to insight 

and practical application of Scripture and our 

Christian faith is the late Eugene Peterson. Some of 

you may be familiar with his translation of the 

Bible, called ‘The Message.’ He has long been 

regarded as ‘a pastor to pastors,’ offering 

encouragement, sound instruction, solid biblical 

teaching, and wise insight through his many books 

and articles.  

 

Recently, I finished his book, A 

Memoir: The Pastor. Now don’t 

let the title mislead you, thinking 

it’s only for pastors. Not so! 

Within the pages, he shares 

winsome stories of his childhood 

and his formation as a Christian, 

his journey toward becoming a 

pastor, and some profound life 

lessons. What makes his writing (both this book and 

the many others) so appealing is he is able to take 

weighty theological concepts, or puzzling biblical 

passages and frame them in ways anyone can 

understand. Conversely, he is able to illuminate and 

connect our daily experiences with God’s story.  

 

There were many stories in his memoir which 

resonated for me, but I keep finding myself 

returning to a story with one paragraph in particular. 

To put it in context, Peterson shares an occasion in 

which he was leading a 36-hour retreat with 10 

seminarians who were about to graduate. 

Their conversation evolved into the 

mysterious work and the daily miracles 

of God in His church and His people. 

Yet as pastors, (and I would add, people) 

they could readily miss these in the day-

to-day busyness, or because of impatience with 

others. My ears perked up. Mystery? Miracles? 

Missed opportunities?  

 

Near the end of this retreat, Peterson turned to one 

woman, Irene, who had been visibly engaged but 

notably pensive throughout. He asked Irene her 

thoughts about all they had pondered and shared 

with one another. Below is her response to the 

group - one in which I resonate with and echo as 

Pastor of Salem Covenant Church. Her words have 

become my prayer for myself, for you Salem, for all 

as we seek to hear and see what God is doing in us, 

among us, and around us.  

 

“I want to be a patient pastor. I want to have eyes 

to see and ears to hear what God is doing and 

saying in their lives. I don’t want to judge them in 

terms of what I think they should be doing. I want to 

be a witness in their lives, not a schoolmistress 

handing out 

grades for how 

well they are 

doing something 

for God.  

 

I think I see something unique about being a pastor 

that I had never noticed: the pastor is the one 

person in the community who is free to take men 

and women seriously just as they are, appreciate 

them just as they are, give them the dignity that 

derives from being the ‘image of God’, a God-

created being who has eternal worth without having 

to prove usefulness or be good for anything. I know 

that I will be doing a lot of other things too, but I 

might be the only person who is free to do this. 

 

I don’t want to be so impatient with 

the mess that I am not around to see 

the miracle being formed. I don’t 

want to conceive of my life as pastor 

so functionally that the mystery gets 

squeezed out of both me and the congregation.  

~ Irene, Seminarian, The Pastor, p. 284-5. 

 

May it be so, Lord Jesus. Amen.

“I want to be a patient pastor. I 
want to have eyes to see and ears 

to hear what God is doing and 
saying in their lives.” 

I don’t want to be so 
impatient with the mess that I 

am not around to see the 
miracle being formed. 



WINTERBLAST … WHAT A BLAST! 

 

Late nights…raucous laughter…new 

friends… Jesus stories… ping pong … 

Starbucks… Foosball … worship songs ... 

good food … hilarious games…130+ youth 

with loads of energy. What do they all add up 

to? A memorable youth retreat at Pilgrim 

Pines at beautiful Lake Swanzey in NH!  

 

Three of our middle schoolers (Penny, 

Haleigh, and Gavin) and two adults (Don and 

Pastor Linda) set out for Pilgrim Pines not 

quite certain what to expect for the weekend 

up in the chilly southwest corner of NH. They 

returned, just a tiny bit tired,  having made 

new friends, learning more about Jesus and 

His power to transform us, and enjoying extended downtime with one another. The speaker, Youth Pastor 

David Wall, of Bethany Covenant Church, (Bedford, NH) was outstanding in his ability to connect with the 

youth, and present the gospel clearly in their language. The music was a led by talented student-led worship 

team. Our youth are already talking about who they can invite them to join them next year’s Winterblast! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I AM. I CAN. I WILL NEVER GIVE UP.  

 
“I am. I can. I will never give up.” This was the inspiring message, Rev. Ieisha 

Hawley shared on Sunday, February 10 during our Worship service. She 

preached out of Genesis 26:17-25. As she shared, “Life is filled with ups and 

downs. Most of the time, most of us have experienced the mountain tops and the 

valleys at the same time. The valley is where battles are fought, feelings are 

hurt, and attitudes are forged. Isaac pressed on through the valleys, trusting in 

God and never giving up.” 

 

Pastor Ieisha ministers at Fellowship Covenant Church, in Bronx, NY. There 

she oversees Spiritual Formation and Women’s Ministries. She has served as 

Chaplain at New York Presbyterian Hospital and currently serves as Palliative 

Care Chaplain at the VA Hospital in Brooklyn, NY. It was a blessing to have 

her and her three friends visit Salem. You may listen to her sermon via this link: 

http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/21327807 

 

 

“I liked the worship time. I liked 
hanging out with new friends. And 
I liked when I went shopping at 
Kohl’s and got Starbucks.” 

~ Penny  

I was so lucky to attend the WinterBlast at Pilgrim 
Pines. It was really fun! We played lots of games, 
enjoyed singing and listening to music. Some of my 
favorite things were the ‘bubble suits’  (hard to explain 
but believe me it was funny) and playing ping pong. I 
hope I can go again next year.  ~ Gavin  

http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/21327807


VALENTINES FOR ÄDELBROOK 

Shout out to all of you who brightened the hearts and faces of the children of Adelbrook Two full 

boxes of red, pink, purple and white Valentines and goodies were delivered today to Ädelbrook’s 

students. For these children who are pushed to the margins and/or forgotten, this was truly a precious gift. 

THANK YOU!!! 

 

INVITING THE WHOLE FAMILY TO THE TABLE: Upcoming Changes for Communion 

 

Our Church Council, and specifically Spiritual Formation, are continuously exploring 

avenues to help our children and youth make meaningful connection with God and the 

family of faith. One notable area has to do with helping our children both understand and 

participate in Communion. Currently, our children are excused during the worship service 

before Communion is served. Therefore, they don’t see how it’s practiced, hear what it 

means, or have the opportunity to participate. They miss out on the feast for the family of 

God. We want to change that by including them at Christ’s table! 

 

Beginning this month, we will celebrate Communion earlier in Worship – before the children exit for their Bible 

lesson. This will make provision for our children to hear and learn the Apostle’s Creed, to observe the practice 

of and reverence for Communion, and in some way participate in the Holy Meal. We will also offer grapes as a 

symbol of growing faith and understanding for those who aren’t yet ready to receive the elements. 

 

Instead of Communion being the culmination, or exclamation point to our Worship, the Bread and the Cup will 

now move to the center of our Worship. One way to think about this is we will enter into Worship with song, 

confession, the reading of God’s word, and prayer. Then focus on Christ’s last Supper, His body broken and 

poured out for us. Then we will be encouraged and equipped in the Word, and blessed as we move out into the 

world to serve as the Body of Christ.  

 

One more note about Communion… 

This month we are introducing new Communion 

wafers. To some, they will remind people of the 

wafers used in Catholic services. For others, they 

will look and taste similar to gluten-free rice 

crackers. But they are neither. Our sister church, 

Hindustani Covenant Church in India, has been 

very involved in a ministry of rescuing women 

out of human trafficking, restoring their dignity 

and equipping them with vocational skills to support their families. One way they do this is making communion 

wafers! These are being used broadly now in Covenant churches around the country as a way of supporting 

these women and the ongoing work of Hindustani Covenant Church.  

 

ONLY THREE WEEKS AWAY! 

 

March 18-26, 2019 – MERGE ministry to Morelos and Tetela, Mexico 

Last May, Pastor Linda and Michel Williams were part of a small team that went with MERGE 

(Covenant) to Morelos and Tetela, Mexico to help rebuild three homes damaged in an 

earthquake. This March the two will be returning to the same town to continue the rebuilding 

effort.  You can be a significant part in the mission! Michel has written a letter describing the 

history of this particular relief effort, the vision for this trip, and ways in which our church can be 

involved. Click here to learn more. 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Linda/Desktop/Tetela%20Trip%202019.pdf


PROPERTY UPDATES 

In recent weeks, our list for future projects, (both maintenance and renovation/upgrades) was revised and 

updated. In doing so, the Council identified several projects that can be carried out over the next few months 

using funds from Maintenance & Repair, Worship, and/or Capital Improvements. The most immediate project 

is the purchase of new sound equipment for the Sanctuary and its installation, including a handheld microphone 

(the other one no longer worked), lavalier, digital recorder (to replace the CD Recorder, streamline uploading, 

and improving clarity), and a 4-channel mixer for better recording of special concerts and services.  

 

The Council has identified three other top priorities:  

 Repairing the carpet in the Fellowship Room, quote still needed 

 Sound equipment for the Fellowship Hall, including a Mic and Amplifier, Replacing speakers, and 

labor. Total cost: $850  

 Replacing the carpet in the Parsonage master bedroom, estimated cost, $1650 

  

Below is Salem’s ‘Wish List” for other future property improvements. 

 

CHURCH WISH LIST (in no particular order)  

 Scrape and paint Kitchen ceiling  

 Upgrade Phone system  

 Replace large Mixer/Amplifier,  Sanctuary 

 New Carpeting, Sanctuary  

 Walkway to Parsonage Front door 

 Hearing devices in the Sanctuary for the 

hearing impaired 
 Replace Carpeting, Parsonage Yellow 

bedroom 

 New seating for Fellowship Hall

    
UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



March 10 – Youth Outing at Danbury Bounce! Meet for lunch after church and 

then we will travel to Bounce where we will meet up with the Youth Group from 

Thomaston Covenant Church. 

 

 

March 18-25 - MERGE ministry to Morelos and Tetela, Mexico 

 

April 12-14 – Women’s Exhale Retreat at Pilgrim Pines. Visit  

www. pilgrimpines.org for more information, or contact 

Christy Guptill. 

 

April 14 – Near The Cross: An 

Evening of 

Contemplative Songs & 

Sacred Music, 5:00 pm. 

Presented by Salem’s 

Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOVE MERCY, DO JUSTICE 
From our inception the Covenant has been concerned with helping hurting people (love mercy), and addressing the 
causes of that hurt (do justice). The mission of Love Mercy Do Justice (LMDJ) is to “Join God in making things right in our 
broken world.” 

 

“Empty Bowl” Dinner for Loaves and Fishes 

On April 6, Loaves and Fishes will sponsor a soup, bread, drink and dessert 

dinner. Local schools and an art studio are making and donating ceramic 

bowls to take home as a reminder of local and world hunger. The soup will 

be donated by area restaurants with more than one choice for soup. This is 

a collaborative effort by many different organizations and businesses in the 

community. Now we can help by purchasing tickets for this annual event. 

Tickets may be purchased from Pam Spears on any Sunday in March. As always, thank you for your 

interest, prayers and continued support for this vital mission.  ~ Lillian Ames 

 

 

UPCOMING MISSIONS OPPORTUNITIES  

 

May 24-27, 2019 – Pilgrim Pines Conference Center, Swanzey, NH 

Enjoy a fun-filled weekend of work, play and worship together at beautiful Pilgrim 

Pines.  Use your talents and willing hands to help prepare the Pines for another exciting 

summer season. In exchange for your work, Pilgrim Pines will provide excellent meals, 

lodging, recreations, group activities and worship times. 



You, your family and friends, and anyone are invited to participate in our work and worship weekend. You 

do not need to have any building or carpentry skills to pitch in! We need all kinds of people to make 

contributions. You need to have some energy and a willingness to get dirty, try new things, be flexible and 

enjoy the company of others who want to pitch in, too. We need cleaners, painters, rakers and electricians, as 

well as plumbers, carpenters and handy people. All of us have contributions to make, so come on out and 

enjoy some physical activity with your friends at Pilgrim Pines! The cost of the entire weekend is $40/adult, 

$20/children, 5-12. 

 

Thank you  
To Salem Church: 

Thank you for the lovely vase of Spring flowers. 

They cheer me on to work harder to get back to 

church as soon as I can. It is a long haul but  

getting there.  

Thank you again, Doris Waldron 

 

Dear Salem Covenant Family,  
From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for the 

most lovely flowers. They are a beautiful reminder 

of the love from our church family, and of dear 

Bobby who is now at peace with God and Jane's dad. 

Thank you very much. 

Jane and Bob Dickinson 

 

March Birthdays  

Erik Quist     1 

Linnea White     2 

Michel Williams     4 

John Peterson     6 

Amy Hoeniger     7 

Matt Light     8 

Diane Hansen    10 

Addyson Cannavaro   13 

Starr Evans    13 

Roger Cannavaro   18 

Rachael McHan    19 

Chad Dickinson    21 

Elyse Lessa    23 

Ingrid White    25 

Julie Fredlund    31 

 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor – Reverend Linda Williams 

Music Director – Dianne DeMarco 

Administrative Assistant – Caitlin Cannavaro 

Nursery Care Provider – Stephanie Shaw 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Chair– Jeremy Chase 

Vice-Chair– Spencer Guptill 

Treasurer/CFO– Caitlin Cannavaro 

Secretary – Julie Fredlund 

Trustee – Mark Showalter 

Spiritual Formation – Amy Julia Becker 

Fellowship – Robin McHan 

Diaconate – Charlotte Johnson 

Ex-Officio – Pastor Linda Williams 

 

Financial Secretary  

Starr Evans 

 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

Jeremy Chase 

Spencer Guptill 

Peter Becker 

Amy Hoeniger 

Holly Camp 

 

 
 
 


