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Several weeks ago, a second grader approached me after 

I had shared the morning devotional at her school. In a 

blend of innocent challenge and honest query, she 

presented a profound question: “How do you know God 

exists? There’s no proof!  

 

I was rattled for a moment …Caught off-guard by the 

skepticism and the boldness of one so young.  

 

This moment was fleeting at best, as the teachers 

efficiently corralled the children to their classrooms. 

What do you answer when time allows for only a single 

sentence? And add to this, one is not at liberty to 

mention Christ, or explain the Bible as God’s divine 

revelation of Himself.   

 

I bent down close to her. 

“You believe in love, yes? 

…even though you can’t see 

it?”  The young girl nodded 

affirmatively.  

 

“God is like that,” I replied, “you can feel Him but you 

can’t always see Him.” And as quick as that, she was 

shooed out the door.   

 

There are few moments that my eyes leak as they did 

when I drove away. The sadness I felt was deeper than I 

had words. This was the second youth I had encountered 

that week that seriously questioned God’s existence. 

Add to this the disappointment and sadness I hear from 

parents whose adult children have walked away from 

church or decided that they’re just not ‘into God’, it can 

be mighty discouraging.   

 

In an age where we are seeing fewer young adults come 

to church, and more youths rejecting ‘organized’ 

religion, I am deeply troubled. But more so, I am 

disheartened by the swelling number of our next 

generation not merely turning away from God, but not 

even knowing Him as One they can turn away from.  

 

 

Life is hard at times, even for those of us who trust and 

believe in God, who are assured (most of the time) of 

His presence, His love, His guidance. But life without 

Him? I can’t even imagine…Well, actually, I can. The 

periods in my life when I wrestled mightily with doubt 

were some of the darkest periods of my soul – more 

empty than I ever want to feel again. Echoing Simon 

Peter’s words, I cried into the seeming void, “Lord, to 

whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” 

The Psalmist, David says it well: “Whom have I in 

heaven but you? I desire you more than anything on 

earth.” In this world full of heartache, who will our 

children turn to in their deepest pain? Where will they 

find lasting truth, genuine comfort, and wise guidance? 

 

In truth, the battle for our children and youth’s souls is 

real and it is fierce. The spiritual casualties are high and 

they keep piling on. But God. God loves each and every 

one of His children, young 

and old, and He will keep 

pursuing them. He is in the 

‘search and rescue’ business 

for lost children. And He 

continues call upon the 

Church, to join Him in His mission. We have to dig 

deep, pray hard, speak up, give time, listen well, and 

keep pursuing. 

 

Today, I am grateful for the men and women who have 

stepped forward to partner with our own church’s 

children as their Prayer Buddies. They are forming 

significant relationships that make a difference. Together 

with our Sunday school teachers, they are investing in 

the children’s spiritual growth with deposits of 

friendship, care and time that we hope and pray will one 

day bring forth the fruits of faith and discipleship. And 

all of us, for the sake of the children, can pray for them, 

for their parents, and for others who are able to show 

them through their tangible love, the face, the ears, the 

hands, the heart of God.  

 

Not to go unnoticed, the Lord encouraged me later that 

same afternoon to hold fast to hope for the future of our 

children. As He gently reminded me: the good news is 

this child was thinking about the existence of God, 

stirring in my young friend’s heart important questions, 

and that’s a great place to start! ✞
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“Whom have I in heaven but you? I desire 

you more than anything on earth.” 

~ Psalm 73:25 
 



 
 

IN THE IN-BETWEEN TIME 

Joe Snedden, Pastoral Intern 

“Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. 

“Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.” 

Ecclesiastes 2:1  VIN  

 

When I was an undergraduate, I took a number 

of classes with a great professor who happened to 

be Notre Dame’s Resident Theologian at Purdue. 

He was a brilliant guy and I really enjoyed studying 

under him. At one point during a class on Christian 

Theology, my professor discussed Ecclesiastes as a 

book that could make a person feel suicidal. Now, I 

cannot speak for anyone else, but I have always 

found Ecclesiastes to be a surprisingly hopeful 

book. 

Almost the entire book is summed up with the 

opening line quoted above. Everything is 

meaningless - nothing matters. Not the sun or the 

moon or the stars or any action that takes place 

under the heavens. None of it has any meaning.  

To the Jews returned from Exile in Babylon, this 

must have been a deep reflection of their pain and 

anguish. They had no king, no country, no temple. 

They barely had their lives, and as for their 

government, well, they had become a vassal state to 

Persia.  

Lent, as a liturgical season is kind of like that. 

Instead of the hope and joy of the Advent of the 

Christ child to look forward to, for the next 40 days, 

we are marching with Jesus toward the Cross. Sure, 

we have Easter Sunday and the Resurrection to look 

forward to, but I would invite you to spend time in 

the coming weeks contemplating the enormous 

sacrifice of our Savior on that Cross. The God who 

made us died for us as well. He also asks us to take 

up our cross and follow Him.  

The second verse of Ecclesiastes is 

hopelessness, but the book ends with this: “Now all 

has been heard; here is the conclusion of the 

matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for 

this is the duty of all mankind.” (Ecclesiastes 31:21  

)VIN  

Life may, at times of deep despair, seem utterly 

meaningless. But it is our duty as people of God to 

keep His commandments anyway. You are dust and 

to dust you shall return, but in the in-between, pick 

up your cross and “love one another as I have loved 

you.” ✞ 

 

 

THE PRACTICE OF ASH WEDNESDAY, This excerpt comes out of the Covenant Book of Worship, p.260. 

    

Ash Wednesday developed as a day of penitence to mark the beginning of Lent. It emphasizes 

a dual encounter: we confront our own mortality and confess our sins before God within the 

community of faith. Ash Wednesday, as indeed the entire season of Lent, is a time particularly appropriate for 

new beginnings in the faith, or returning to the Lord. During this time we intentionally recall our own mortality 

and wait upon the Lord for the renewing of the Spirit. This is a time for putting aside the sins and failures of the 

past in the light of who we are yet to become by the grace of God. We are to be prepared by the Spirit so that 

our participation in the meaning of our Christian faith may be authentic and a true dying and rising with Christ 

to a new life in God. 

Ashes are a sign both of mortality (“ashes to ashes and dust to dust”) and of purification and cleansing. It is 

customary, though not necessary, to use ashes made from the palm branches of the prior year. Typically, 

congregants will approach the altar and the pastor will mark their foreheads with the ashes. 

 The tone and atmosphere are solemn and meditative…Purple is the traditional color throughout Lent, 

but on Ash Wednesday it is gray, suggesting the ashes.  

 

 



 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS! 

Taylor and Caitlin Cannavaro were welcomed as new members to 

Salem Covenant on Sunday, February 19. Taylor grew up here in 

Washington Depot and has attended Salem all his life. Caitlin was 

born in Sharon, CT and raised in Duchess County, NY. Growing up 

she attended a Catholic church. We are excited to receive them and 

their two daughters, Addyson and August “officially” to our family 

of faith.                             Pictured left to right: August, Caitlin, Addyson, 

Cousin Nya, and Taylor. 

 

 

 

VALENTINES FOR THE CHILDREN OF ÄDELBROOK  
Adults and children alike worked to make Valentine’s Day special for the children of 

Ädelbrook (www.adelbrook.org). Holly Haas personally delivered a box filled homemade 

cards, and small gifts to the school. Ädelbrook is one of our mission outreaches that was 

started over 100 years ago. Today, it is a non-profit learning center that specializes in 

working with children of all ages with developmental and intellectual disabilities, autism 

spectrum disorders, and psychiatric disorders. Thank you for taking the time to sign our 

huge greeting card, shop and donate small items, and making so many cards! You blessed 

the hearts and lifted the spirits of many children. 

 

 

Prayer Buddies – This year’s Prayer Buddies once again began with 

plenty of energy and excitement! Children 

were eager to learn who their Prayer 

Buddies are for this Spring. With the work 

of Caitlin Cannavaro, Coordinator, adults 

and children were quickly paired up and 

together with their new friends, they 

enjoyed an afternoon of sharing lunch, 

playing games and getting to know each 

other by working on some Who Am I? 

worksheets.  Over the next four months, 

Prayer Buddies will be praying for one another, making special efforts to greet each 

other in church, and enjoying some other fun activities together. This is a delightful inter-generational event that 

gives joy and life to all who participate.  

 

PROJECT HOPE: HOW HERMINE OVERCAME MALNUTRITION 

 

When the CKC team met Hermine, she was very shy. While her mother, 

Mama Fifi, shared her story, Hermine stood in front of her mom, staying still 

and listening quietly. 

“If it were not for these good teachings, you would not see my daughter 

here standing as healthy as she is,” Mama Fifi said. “I already lost a child to 

malnutrition.” 

When Mama Fifi gave birth to Hermine, she was malnourished like her 

siblings before her. But this time, Mama Fifi joined a women’s agricultural 

group, went to trainings, and started preparing more nutritious food, like protein-rich peanuts and dried fish. It 

made a dramatic difference to Hermine’s health. (continued next page) 

Valentine made by Hayden  
for her Prayer Buddy. 

http://www.adelbrook.org/


Mama Fifi’s women’s agricultural group is one of many such groups started with the help of Covenant Kids 

Congo powered by World Vision. Hermine and her sister Karen are both registered in the CKC program. 

Now Hermine is 7 years old and she’s going to school where she enjoys studying reading and handwriting. 

When she grows up, Hermine would like to be a doctor, “to give people shots,” or a teacher “to get knowledge,” 

she said. Shots hurt; Hermine remembers getting a shot from the doctor before. But she knows they make you 

better.  

In the meantime, Hermine is learning to garden too. She and her sister Karen have their own gardens, where 

they plant vegetables like sweet potato leaves and okra.  

“I’m working hard all the time in my gardens here,” Mama Fifi said. “My children are no longer 

malnourished. You see my daughter standing here in good health before us, all because of the work we’re 

doing. I’m pressing on.” 

 
Read more stories on the Covenant Kids Congo blog at blogs.covchurch.org/covenantkidscongo 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 
 

 
 

EASTER FLOWERS 

 

 In past years we have used Painter Ridge Nursery for our Easter Flowers, but they are no 

longer supplying Easter Flowers. So this year we have a new vendor, who offers a wide 

selection of flowers. However, we must have all the orders/money in by March 19 to assure 

delivery by Easter. Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex/Library. Please be sure to give your 

Money to Diane Swanson. If you have any questions, Please contact Diane Swanson, 

coordinator.  

 



 

 

IMPORTANT MARCH EVENTS & DATES 

March 1 – Lenten Lunches Begin, Noon 

 - Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00 pm 

March 3 – Loaves and Fishes, 3:30 pm 

March 5 – Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am   

- Worship and Communion, Family and Fellowship 

March 8 – Lenten Lunch, Noon 

Guest clergy, Rev. Susan McCone 

March 9 – Council Meeting, 5:45 pm 

March 15 – Lenten Lunch, Noon 

Guest Clergy, Rev. Dr. Brad Bergfalk 

March 22 – Lenten Lunch, Noon 

Guest Clergy, Rev. Cheryl Anderson 

March 29 – Lenten Lunch, Noon 

Guest Clergy, Rev. Gary Kitchin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Sponsor, 

Hello! My name is Marc Yembiline Kongoli. I am a boy. I like eating red beans and rice. My favorite fruit is 

avocado and my color is red and you? I play the football with my friends who live next to our house. With hope 

to read you again. It’s our Community Volunteer Dingo, Dorcas who wrote me this letter and me I do you this 

drawing. May the Highest bless you and grant you a long life. Thanks. 

 

 

 March Birthdays  

March 

Erik Quist     1 

Linnea White     2 

Michel Williams     4 

John Peterson     6 

Amy Hoeniger     7 

Matt Light    8 

Diane Hansen    10 

Addyson Cannavaro   13 

Starr Evans    13 

Roger Cannavaro   18 

Rachael McHan    19 

Chad Dickinson    21 

Elyse Lessa    23 

Ingrid White    25 

Julie Fredlund    31 


