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The last 10 days I have been reflecting on the words Call 

and Calling. In part, it is because I am reading through a 

very small, yet challenging, book entitled, Called: The 

Crisis and Promise of Following Jesus Today by Mark 

Labberton. As you can guess by the title, it’s about what 

it means to answer Jesus’ call to follow Him, and what 

does it look like to do so as both the church and as 

individuals. I like to think, and actually believe His call 

is a ‘love call’ to all of us. He beckons us to come with 

Him where true love may be found. He invites us to fall 

in step with His steps, and go where He goes. It can be 

exciting, but also very scary, and quite daunting.  

 

It was exactly four years ago today (!), I answered a 

‘love call’ of God’s, as I began serving here at Salem 

Covenant Church. I remember the day I first set foot in 

our building and as I did, I knew this 

was the place – you were the people - to 

which God had called me. How grateful 

I was and still am, to receive the call to 

come.  

 

Then, earlier this week, I got to hear 

about more ‘love calls’ as men and 

women – one by one - came before the 

Covenant’s Board of Ordered Ministry 

for their final interview before they are 

ordained in June. Here, I had the privilege of listening to 

men and women, (ranging in age from 25-67) share how 

they had heard and responded to God’s love call - first to 

follow Him, and second, how they answered His call for 

them to enter into vocational ministry.  

 

Their stories were diverse and different as each person. 

One person came from the Deep South, another from an 

inner-city neighborhood of Chicago. One man came 

from a rural town, and others came from faraway places 

including South Africa, Japan and Congo. Some had 

been called by the Lord when they were only young 

children, and held on to the vision through their youth, 

while others didn’t receive the call until they were well-

established in their lucrative careers. Some heard the call 

of Christ while in very dark places of sin and troubles, 

and others heard it as they enjoyed comfortable lives of 

success and ease. 

 

In wonder, my colleagues and I were glued to the stories 

of how God lovingly called each person, and how He 

had a specific calling for each one: 

 a successful banker to Hospice Chaplain;  

 a dentist serving in Congo to pastoral counseling at a 

recovery center for aboriginal peoples;  

 a mom of three children under five to a community 

devastated by the catastrophic mudslide in Washington 

state;  

 a long-time Special Ed teacher, 65 and ready to retire, 

to serving a church comprised of 13 different ethnic 

groups; 

 a woman who had been told most of her life that 

women couldn’t be pastors, to serving as Associate 

Pastor and overseeing a food bank that serves 140+ 

families in a town of 4000 every week. 

Each person sat before us with a rich story 

that gave witness of God’s amazing love and 

movement in his or her life.  Listening, you 

couldn’t miss how our Father in Heaven calls 

every kind of people, and at any stage of life 

to ‘come, follow Him’ and in turn, share His 

love with others through their calling.  

 

But lest you think God’s call/calling is only 

for those in pastoral ministry, know that 

God’s love call is far bigger and broader. He has called 

YOU and has a calling FOR YOU.  He wants you with 

all of his heart, and so He yearns for you to fall into step 

with Him. And He invites you to live into the calling that 

He has specifically created for you. He wants His love 

and grace to reach into every facet of community and He 

is calling US, His Church, with all our gifts and talents, 

to partner with Him in that.  

 

Some of you know your calling and are living into it. 

Some may be unsure what it is. Know that I would be 

happy and honored to sit, listen, pray and discern with 

you to what is calling you to at this time in your life. 

May we all answer our Redeemer’s love call and step 

into His calling for our lives. Happy Valentine’s Day.✞

  

LOVE CALLS 
A Message from Pastor Linda 



STEPHEN KING AND JEWISH ESCHATOLOGY 

Joe Snedden, Pastoral Intern 

One of my favorite classes in Seminary so 

far was a ministry class called “Communicating the 

Faith in the Contemporary World.” One of the goals 

of the class is to teach us to recognize theological 

messages in popular culture. Often, we would be 

required to view films like Children of Men or listen 

to music like Tupac’s So Many Tears and write 

papers discussing the messages the 

writers were communicating. 

Recently, I have been 

revisiting my all-time favorite fiction 

series, Stephen King’s The Dark 

Tower. It’s the tale of a gunslinging 

knight errant on a quest to repair the 

very fabric of the universe. The world 

in which Roland, the gunslinger, lives 

has “moved on.” Society has fallen to 

pieces and the planet seems to be 

recovering from the effects of a long-

forgotten nuclear war. I have always 

identified deeply with the story. The 

world has never been as good as I 

would have liked, and I have always felt called to 

be a part of helping to fix it. 

In order to prepare for my sermon on the 

Letter to the Church in Pergamum, I read Essential 

Eschatology by North Park Professor Jay Phelan. 

You could not ask for an easier-to-digest discussion 

of the importance of eschatological study for 

Christianity. In his book, Phelan examines Christian 

hope and the practices our hope in the resurrection 

should inspire. He also traces the development of 

eschatological ideas from ancient Judaism and the 

surrounding cultures through modern Christianity. 

One of the ideas enumerated in his chapter “Hope 

for the Church,” is the Jewish concept of 

tikkun olam, the healing of the world. 

Tikkun olam is the idea that as God’s earthly 

co-workers, it is our responsibility to seek 

and create restorative justice.  

Restorative justice goes beyond an 

eye for an eye retribution to reach true 

reconciliation and healing of relationship 

between two parties. Like Roland in his 

quest to repair the Dark Tower, it is our 

calling as resurrection people to leave our 

families, communities, and world better than 

we found them. It is a quest that may not be 

accomplished in a single lifetime, but if we 

work together as the body of Christ as God’s 

agents of justice in the world, I know in my heart of 

hearts that we could move the needle significantly 

toward the light.✞ 

 

VALENTINES FOR THE CHILDREN OF ÄDELBROOK 

Each year we have the opportunity to shower the children of Ädelbrook 

(www.adelbrook.org) with love through Valentine’s Day affirmations, 

cards, and small gifts. Ädelbrook is one of our mission outreaches that 

was started over 100 years ago. Today, it is a non-profit learning center 

that specializes in working with children of all ages with developmental 

and intellectual disabilities, autism spectrum disorders, and psychiatric 

disorders. We will have a box in the Narthex to collect these. We need 

them by TODAY. Please see Dolly Whitney for more details.  

Thank you! 

 

  

HOLLY CAMP (6 years) and LILLIAN AMES (1 year) for your year(s) of serving faithfully 

and sacrificially on our Church Council. 
 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

 (A printed copy of the Annual Reports is available.)  

 Church Chair, Jeremy Chase, made remarks about the breadth of people who serve in multiple ways around 

the church and about the enormous activity that goes on behind the scenes in all facets of church life. He 

recognized Holly Camp for her six years of serving as Chief Financial Officer, and gave her a gift as an 

http://www.adelbrook.org/


expression of our gratitude. He also thanked and had a gift to present to Lillian Ames, for her willingness to 

serve a one-year unexpired term as Vice-Chair.  

 Holly Camp reported Salem’s budget for 2016 ended nearly $20,000 over budget! Thanks to the gifts of 

generous donors, we have nearly $35,000 in our Capital Improvement Fund. In 2016, an anonymous donor 

gave funds to cover all our snowplowing. A church family has made a donation to cover our Childcare 

expenses for 2017. The 2017 budget was approved.  

 Bob Dickinson had a long list of capital improvement and church maintenance projects that were completed 

during 2016. The projects totaled over $34,000 and would not have been possible without the generous 

giving of others. He thanked his committee, and several others for their support in accomplishing so much 

this past year. Then he outlined the upcoming projects slated to be done over the course of the coming 1-5 

years, the largest being to re-surface sections or all of the church parking lot. Bids have been received and 

the Properties committee will present their recommendation for how to best phase this project.  

  

 Pastor Linda referred people to her written report on the particulars of last year.  She noted that the church 

has tithed nearly a full 10% of its resources to missions/agencies locally, regionally, and globally. She 

highlighted three areas for the coming year: 1) an intentionality of discipling/mentoring others as we look to 

the future of our church leadership; 2) an emphasis on encouraging people to spend time studying the Word, 

individually and communally; and 3) encouraging all to be mindful of prayer/praying as we go about the 

business of our days – in our workplaces, neighborhoods, as we commute, or run errands, and more.  

 An amendment for Article VI in our By-laws (having to do with the restructuring of the Pastoral Relations 

Committee) was approved.  

 Taylor and Caitlin Cannavaro were voted in as new members.  

 Spencer Guptill and Caitlin Cannavaro were elected as Vice Chair, and Chief Financial Officer respectively.  

For further notes of the meeting, please contact Patti Anderson for a copy of the minutes. 

Prayer Buddies – Each Spring we invite adults in our church to become Prayer 

Buddies with Salem’s children, grades K-8. Adults are paired up with a child in 

our church and asked to pray specifically for this child between now and May. 

This act of kindness and care requires no committee meetings, no phone calls, no 

baking, no money. All it requires is time devoted for them in prayer. This year would you be willing to buddy 

up with child and pray for him or her? Sign-up at the table in the Narthex! 
 

 

NEW SERMON SERIES 

In January, we began a 6 week series on John’s Letters to the Seven Churches (in the 

book of Revelation). Throughout the pages of this sometimes strange and bizarre 

genre of literature, John makes these four truths exceedingly clear: 1) God is in 

control; 2) Jesus will one day return; 3) all that is wrong in our world will be set 

right; and 4) salvation, the gift of life now and eternally is available to all who 

welcome God’s gift of grace and forgiveness through Christ, His Son.  

   Each Sunday we have explored verse by verse, John’s words of warning and 

encouragement, consequences and rewards to the believers in these young churches 

while they were living under the oppressive, imperial rule of Rome. We hope you 

will join us each Sunday to grow, to be encouraged, and to be spiritually stretched as 

we listen to his wise words.  

 

 



LENTEN LUNCHES 

It may be hard to believe but next month, on March 1, our annual Lenten Lunch series 

will begin! Robin McHan has been busy meticulously planning and organizing this 

special tradition. St. John’s Episcopal Church has generously offered to provide 

soup/bread our second week. We are looking for volunteers to make soup, help with 

sandwiches or donate a number of different items. Sign- up sheets are neatly laid out on 

the table in the Narthex/Library. If you have any questions, please contact Robin, 

860.868.1359.  

 

EASTER FLOWERS 

 In past years we have used Painter Ridge Nursery for our Easter Flowers, but they are no 

longer supplying Easter Flowers. So this year we have a new vendor, who offers a wide 

selection of flowers. However, we must have all the orders/money in by March 19 to assure 

delivery by Easter. Sign up sheets are in the Narthex/Library. Please be sure to give your 

Money to Diane Swanson. If you have any questions, Please contact Diane Swanson, 

coordinator.  

 

 

IMPORTANT FEBRUARY EVENTS & DATES 

February 3 – Loaves and Fishes, 3:30 pm 

February 5 – Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am   

Worship and Communion  

Worship and Communion, Family and Fellowship 

February 16 – Council Meeting, 6:00 pm 

February 20 – Kids’ Play Day, 3:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salem Covenant Church, 

 

Thank you so much for your generous Christmas gift! It was a very nice surprise. You all have been incredibly 

kind to Maddy and I. Salem is a wonderful place to learn and grow as your intern. It has been a privilege to be 

here and I cannot wait to see where the year takes us! 

 

Blessings, 

Jose Snedden 

 

Dear Salem Covenant Church, 

Thank you very much for the delicious snacks and kind notes in the Christmas care package. Receiving your 

gifts was a great way to start the semester. It’s nice to know my Salem family was thinking of me. 

 

Sincerely,  

John Swanson 

 

Dear Church friends, 

 

The last time I had a hospital stay was when I was born 77 years ago.  Things have changed in hospital 

procedures which unfortunately I had to learn about over the past three weeks.  All surgical procedures went 

well but I contracted a bacterial infection which set me back a little.  I am home now and feel inspired to let you 



all know how much I appreciate the thoughtfulness and prayers sent to me and for me.  I have come to 

appreciate and be thankful for the incredible care our medical institutes and personnel provide to us as citizens 

of the USA.  And even further, I have been overwhelmed by the love passed to me thru cards, telephone calls 

and personal visits by you the "Church".  You all represent the call by God to share his love to all mankind and 

even me.   

 

Thanks,  

Ron Ames (and to Lillian even more so)   

 

Greetings, 

 

As we reflect on the life-changing ministry activity that took place at Pilgrim Pines in 2016, we realize that 

none of it would have been possible without the support of our donors. Each and every one of you played an 

important part in supporting our staff, caring for our facilities and delivering our programs. You made it 

possible for us to deliver the ministry of Jesus Christ to literally thousands of people. For your generous 

support, THANK YOU! 

 

To put it into perspective, in 2016, we hosted a total of 9100 guests across the ministry platform…Caring for all 

these people is no easy task. Thank you for making it possible. 

 

…Through your partnership, we accomplished some pretty important things in 2016 such as: 

New bunkhouse (in progress) 

Air conditioning (Mayflower common spaces) 

Hayride Wagon 

Dining Room Renovation 

Camp Squanto Junior Lodge Renovations 

Zip Line 

Ropes Course 

Gaga Court 

New Generator 

New Roofs (Maintenance Building/Squanto Lakeside cabins/Squanto Pavilion/Lakeside 6) 

New carpet (Lodge 4, Lodge 5 and Lakeside 6)  

 
… For now let us conclude by simply saying THANK YOU for all that you do for the ministry of Pilgrim Pines. 

As He has demonstrated over the course of 60 years of ministry, God has BIG PLANS for Pilgrim Pines. 

Together, let us make sure they are fulfilled. 

 

Gratefully, 

Scott W. Lee, Executive Director 

Pilgrim Pines Conference Center 

 

Dear Sponsor, 

 

Good morning.  

 

I’m glad to write you this letter to let you know about my actual situation as well as 

my family. In effect, I am well and have satisfied at the 1st trimester, I’m doing well 

and my goal is to succeed at the end of the year so as to satisfy you and my family. 

We live in Kipurli city located at 30 km from Lubumbashi town. My parents have 

grown a field of maize and beans. We are during the rainy season and we weed the 

field to keep it clean for a good crop. We pray much for your and World Vision so as 

God protect you in your activities and good actions to us and all my community.  

Monique, 
 one of our Project Hope 

children 



SALEM COVENANT’S CORE VALUES 

 

We, the members and friends of Salem Covenant 

Church, are committed 

… to loving God through worship and praise,  

… opening ourselves to His Word, and  

… visiting God in prayer. 

We are SALEM. 
 

Showing compassion to those in need as God 

gives us grace and ability. (Matthew 9:46) 

  

Accepting one another in grace and love as 

Christ has accepted us. (Romans 15:7) 
 

Lending a hand to those around through acts of 

service in Christ’s name. (Matthew 20:28; Romans 

15:1-2)    
 

Engaging in life together. (Acts 2:42-47)    
 

Moving in one accord. (Romans 12:4-5; 

Ephesians 4:2-6) 

 
 

 

I’m helped by Tshihiluka Kapend. 

 

Affectionately,  

Your sponsored child, Patient Mwendeka  

 

Febuary Birthdays  

February 

Joshua McHan     3 

Ken Carlson     4 

Maddy Snedden    4 

Jane Light    10 

Jean Hough    12 

Matt Hoeniger    15 

Angela McHan    18 

Kristen White    18 

Zachary Guptill    21 

Lily Marie Chase   24 

Frannie Caco    27 

John David Swanson   27 

Lillian Bogue    28 

Dolly Whitney    28 

 


