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The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your 

people and your father’s household to the land I will show 

you. 

“I will make you into a great nation, 

    and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, 

    and you will be a blessing. 

I will bless those who bless you, 

    and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth 

    will be blessed through you.”  Genesis 12:1-3 

It’s hard to believe, but in less than four weeks many 

of us will be gathering with family and friends to 

share Thanksgiving Day with one another! And then 

in what will seem like a blink of an eye, we will be 

celebrating Christmas. These holidays (along with 

Easter) are times of the year when our friends and 

neighbors are most open to accepting invitations to 

church. Even those who give little or no thought to 

God, or church will often respond positively to our 

invitations.  

 

What better time than, in these weeks leading up to 

the holidays, to focus our thought and attention upon 

who we can pray for and ways we can connect with 

them? What better time to be mindful of evangelism – 

the act of sharing the good news of God’s love for all 

with others? Before you tune out at the often cringe-

worthy word of “evangelism”, please hear me out. I 

understand that evangelism has been twisted and 

manipulated over the years. But what if I were to 

substitute “evangelize” with the word: “bless”?  

 

When evangelism is restored to its original meaning 

and context, it is merely sharing the good news of 

God’s love and grace with others. It is best 

communicated as we BLESS others. Many of you are 

already doing the work of an evangelist and don’t 

even know it!   

 

“Since the very beginning of our story with God, He 

has demonstrated his deep love for us through his 

blessing. In turn, we become a blessing to others.”  

(CovChurch.org/Bless) In other words, it is our divine 

privilege and responsibility to be evangelists.  

So, last Sunday new sermon series began called 

BLESS. Each Sunday we will explore five simple 

missional practices we can do (naturally out of who 

we are) in order to reach out to others and BLESS 

them. They are:  

B – Begin with prayer.  

Pray for those who are far from God. Ask God, 

“Who do you want me to pray for? How do you 

want to use me to bless this person in my life? 

L – Listen with care.  

Pay attention to people’s dreams and also their 

pain. Listen for their questions. Listen for 

evidence of God’s work in their lives. We may not 

realize it, but He is already at work in them! 

E – Eat together.  

Share meals and life with people in your life who 

do not know God. Invite them over for dinner. Sit 

and talk over a cup of coffee. 

S – Serve with Love.  

Watch for the opportunities God gives you to care 

for people and attend to their needs. Be sensitive 

to the Holy Spirit’s prompting. 

S - Share your story.  

Once you build a relationship and earn their trust, 

look for ways you can share the story of how God 

has moved in your life, and how Christ is 

transforming you. Keep it real. Let them know 

something of you. You may be surprised to learn 

what you have to share is exactly what they were 

longing to hear: a message of hope and love. Let 

them know of the Hope that resides in you 

through Christ.  

As we enter into the coming holiday season, I pray 

that we all have ample opportunities to BLESS others 

around us. Have a blessed Thanksgiving! ✞  

 



Above: Lisa Sundell Olsen kicking off the morning speaking about the 
love language of God.  
To the right: the table overflowing with amazing hand-crafted gifts. 

This year’s speakers and 
worship team: 

Front row: Sherry Page, 
Erin Crosby Sund, 

Hannah Trombly, and 
Sheryl Duncan. 

Back row: Sherin Swift, 
Lisa Olsen and  

Adrienne Reedy. 

WOMEN’S GATHERING, By Cathy Grenier 

 

I walked into Salem that morning not knowing what to expect. I walked out with the feeling of peace and 

comfort in our Lord’s community. The Women’s Gathering was full of energy. Offering up prayer through song 

with voices that sounded as one set a warm tone for the day. We sang and cried together as we listened to the 

stories shared, and lessons learned of God. Listening to the speakers share both joy and pain as our Lord worked 

with them or through them, opened my eyes to the many more ways He has helped me or worked through me to 

help others. He may not always answer our prayers the way we want him to, but by keeping my heart open I 

know eventually his Love will guide me in the direction He wants me to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Editor’s Note: This year’s Women’s Gathering hosted its highest number of women yet, with over 65 from all over New 

England, sharing in a Spirit-filled day. A new twist to the day included door prizes hand-crafted by different women and 

men in our church. In total, there were 23 gifts! But!...they came with one string attached! In the spirit of our theme of 

Friendship, those who received these wonderful gifts (they came in pairs) had to share one with another friend!  Special 

thanks to Diane Swanson for coordinating the luncheon and refreshments, and to those who took the time to make 

homemade gifts. 

 

MEETING NEW FAMILY: REFLECTIONS ON THE JUSTICE COALITION CONFERENCE  
By Michel Williams 

Have you ever gone to a family reunion only to learn something about your family 

that took your breath away?  It may not happen often, but when it does it deepens 

your understanding of that family member. Sometimes what you hear causes you 

to draw nearer. Sometimes it stirs surprise or incredulity: “No Way!  That’s not 

possible!” What you learn may bring you to tears:  “That is so sad.… This breaks 

my heart….I never knew.”  Whatever the reaction, hearing what has happened in a 

family member’s life profoundly moves us. This is family, after all!!   

All of us have family through blood.  For others, family comes by means of 

marriage or adoption.  And then there is the family we are a part of because of what Christ has done for us: the 

family of God.  We understand this as adoption into God’s larger family – we have brothers and sisters of all 

cultures and colors we never knew. 

At the Justice Coalition Conference several weeks ago, I met new “family” and heard their stories. Some made 

me laugh. Some made me quiet.  And many broke my heart. I simply didn’t know, or wasn’t aware of how 

much our fellow brothers and sisters have had to bear.  Here’s the thing: once you hear their experiences, you 

are changed. Hearing others share their stories touched me in a way that was far more powerful than reading an 

account in a book, or a newspaper, or on-line. (continued on page 5 ) 



BAPTISM OF AUBRIELLE LAUREN CANNAVARO  

 

Our church had the joy of 

witnessing the baptism of 

Taylor and Caitlin 

Cannavaro’s daughter, 

Aubrielle on Sunday, 

October 22. Salem 

covenanted together as the 

family of faith to nurture and 

pray for little Aubrielle, and 

support her parents as she 

grows in the love and knowledge of Christ. 

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN… 

 

It’s that time! Our Choir has already 

started rehearsals for the annual 

Christmas Concert, and would welcome 

new members for this upcoming holiday 

season! If you have a love for singing and/or 

hanging out with a fun group, this is a great 

opportunity to jump in. Please call or email to 

Susan, or any choir member. Rehearsals for the 

concert are Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm. 

 

ANNUAL 22ND PENNY AUCTION BREAKS ITS RECORD! By Starr Evans 

Many may not realize this but planning and 

organization for the 22nd Penny Auction began way 

back in March. But all the hard work and effort 

literally paid off as we raised the highest amount 

ever – over $1500! Thank you to Diane Locke, Ron 

and Janet Smith, Sara and Oliver Taylor, Ron Smith, 

John Quist, Iona Douskey, Holly Camp, Robin 

McHan, Roger Cannavaro, Diane Swanson, Kaylee 

Alexson, Jean Monteleone, Ron and Lillian Ames, 

Robin Williams and everyone who donated items for 

the auction or food for the lunch. Ninety percent will 

go toward Salem’s General Fund and 10% of the 

profits will be donated to Susan B. Anthony Project.  

 

 

LOVE MERCY, DO JUSTICE 
From our inception the Covenant has 
been concerned with helping hurting 
people (love mercy), and addressing the 
causes of that hurt (do justice). The 
mission of Love Mercy Do Justice (LMDJ) is 
to “Join God in making things right in our 
broken world.”  

 

Because of the generosity of Salem, 

along with other Covenant churches 

across our nation, Covenant World 

Relief was able to distribute over 

$2.1 million to 104 community 

development and disaster relief 

projects in 32 countries in the last 

year. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROPERTY UPDATE 

 

PARKING LOT PHASE I COMPLETED! 

We can check this property improvement off the list - Phase I is now complete! In late October, Circle 

Asphalting installed a curtain drain to minimize water damage, corrected severe erosion just before the 

parsonage driveway, filled a number of good-sized potholes, and modified (for safety) the handicap ramps to 

the Front Entrance and Fellowship Room entrance.  

 

 

 

UPDATE ON “PAVE THE WAY” CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

 

Three weeks into our capital campaign, Pave the Way, we are off to 

an encouraging start. With the generous giving of people both near 

and far, $25,000 has been received in cash donations, and over 

$10,480 pledged!  

.  

Phase II will be scheduled we have the funding in 

place for a project of this scope. Phase II includes 

re-paving the Entrance, Upper Lot, Lower Lot, and 

Middle Driveway. If you haven’t done so already, 

we hope you will consider making a pledge or one-

time gift for this property improvement.✞  
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reflections (continued from page 2) Many of the stories I heard were different from my life and honestly, they 

were hard to hear at first. Stories of pain usually are.  But these stories were enveloped with love and hope; the 

source of which only comes from a deep and living faith in a Living God. They were compelling because 

despite how difficult the person’s experience was or how awful the situation, they were clothed in the love of 

Christ and a sincere desire to foster understanding and unity.  

What I took from this Conference was how little I really know about some of my family who, because of where 

they were born and/or the different skin tone they were created, have lived a life few of us would choose.  The 

more I listen, the more I learn, and the more I realize what I don’t know. My eyes were opened wider to how 

much I have to learn about loving and living out my faith with all of God’s children - my spiritual brothers and 

sisters.  My voice as a white man is far more important than I realized. I can speak into places or speak up for 

others whose voices have been silenced or in many cases, disregarded. After all, this is the family God has made 

me a member.  Paul says in Romans 11 that we’ve all been “grafted into” God’s wonderfully diverse family. I 

continue to grow and learn how God is calling me to love my brothers and sisters well. ✞ 

Editor’s Note: The Covenant’s Justice Coalition Conference was comprised of panel discussions and small group work 

studying Scripture, with the goal of educating and empowering our faith communities in matters of justice. It was initiated 

upon the biblical mandate for the Church to advocate for the poor, the imprisoned and/or the oppressed, and establish 

systems that are just for all.  

Thank you Notes 
Hello, 

 

I just wanted to say thank you for welcoming me into your wonderful church! 

You and all of your parishioners are amazing!  Thank you for all you do for our 

community.  I also wanted to toss this out there, if you would ever like us to read 

a story or anything for the little ones please don’t hesitate to ask! 

 

Thank you!  

Matthias Ekstrand, Community Educator, Susan B. Anthony Project 

 
Editor’s note: Matt visited Salem during our Worship service on October 29. In this time, he shared about the work of  

Susan B Anthony Project, which our church has financially supported for many years. 

 

Dear Salem Covenant Church,  

 

Thank you sincerely for your recent gift it to Pilgrim Pines. I am truly grateful for your generosity, and I am 

delighted to let you know that your gift will have an immediate impact with our ministry. During the past 

several weeks we have received letters and feedback from our camper families sharing about their camp 

experience. 

 

We look forward to it every year – all year. It’s where my children’s hearts are filled with love for Jesus and 

others. Key part family resting, soaking in God‘s word together, the Holy Spirit meets is here! Please know 

that your gift makes a difference in the lives of children, youth, individuals and families. Pilgrim Pines is 

fortunate to have partners like you, who recognize the importance of Christian camping. Thank you again 

for helping us continue to move can’t forward. 

 

Blessings,  

Jim Condap, Acting Director, Pilgrim Pines 
(edited for length)



To all of you, 

 

Once again our thanks for your wonderful gifts. Beyond that, thank you for the fellowship you provide, 

it speaks to my heart! Our young parents truly appreciate all you do. Please keep Carolyn’s Place 

Ministry in your prayers. Be assured of ours.  

 

In His love and mine, 

Ellen, Director, Carolyn’s Place 

 

PS So good to have Dolly back!  

 

Dear Friends,  

 

Thank you so much for your contribution of $145.45 we appreciate your continued support of our young people 

and their families. The school year is off to a great start for all her students, their teachers and staff, and each of 

our five school with patients in pretty much at full capacity. As you know, our focus is to educate – students 

ages three through 21 who are on the autism spectrum, have other neurodevelopmental disorder or 

psychological issues.   

 

...thanks again for your support.  

 

Sincerely 

Garret S Mullaney,CEO, Adelbrook 
(edited for length) 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

On behalf of the seafarers that visit our ports, I would like to extend their heartfelt thanks for your gift to the 

New England Seafarers Mission. Your continued generosity helps us to provide compassion, kindness, mercy 

and service to the thousands of seafarers that come through our doors or through our visits on ships in our ports.  

 

We have now started our cruise season ministry and are looking forward to the new faces we will see and serve 

we will also be welcoming back those that I’ve come to know us and some that have become dear friends. … 

We help them in so many ways and making them feel important and we do the work as Christ has called us to 

do. All of this would not be possible without your faithfulness to this ministry.  

 

Again thank you for partnering with us to support the seafarers who are so far away from home and left ones.  

 

On behalf of our Board of Trustees and the seafarers,  

 

Rev. Stephen Cushing, Senior Chaplain and Executive Director 
(edited for length) 

 

Dear Salem Evangelical Covenant Church, 

 

Thank you so much for your donation of $551.21 to the Clean Water for Peru Effort and international 

mission efforts of Group Cares. On behalf of Group Cares, our staff and the thousands of people we serve, 

we want you to know how much we appreciate your support.  

 

During 2017 we will host over 130 home repair and community service mission trips across the United 

States and will serve in over a dozen countries around the world. Over 18,000 people will serve and repair 

over 1500 homes and bring hope to communities through service to the elderly, poor and homeless.  



SALEM COVENANT’S CORE VALUES 

 

We, the members and friends of Salem Covenant 

Church, are committed 

… to loving God through worship and praise,  

… opening ourselves to His Word, and  

… visiting God in prayer. 

We are SALEM. 
 

Showing compassion to those in need as God 

gives us grace and ability. (Matthew 9:46) 

  

Accepting one another in grace and love as 

Christ has accepted us. (Romans 15:7) 
 

Lending a hand to those around through acts of 

service in Christ’s name. (Matthew 20:28; Romans 

15:1-2)    
 

Engaging in life together. (Acts 2:42-47)    
 

Moving in one accord. (Romans 12:4-5; 

Ephesians 4:2-6) 

 
 

We are honored that you would trust us with these 

funds and commit to that using them wisely as we 

share the love of Jesus. 

 

 In His service, 

 Tim Gilmore, President 
(edited for length) 

 

UPCOMING NOVEMBER EVENTS  

November 1 – Council Meeting, 7:00 pm 

November 3 – Loaves and Fishes, 3:30 pm 

November 5 – All Saints Sunday – Communion 

November 12 – Grubby Sunday, 8:00 am 

November 19 – Covenant World Relief Sunday 

November 22 – Inter-Faith Thanksgiving Service &  

Dinner @ St John’s, 6:00 pm 

November 26 – No Sunday school Classes or 

Children’s Church  

– John DePalma, Guest preaching 
 

DECEMBER EVENTS 

December 1 – Loaves and Fishes, 3:30 pm 

December 2 – Financial Seminar for Churches,. 

Hosted by New York Covenant Church, 

New Rochelle, NY 

December 3 – Advent Begins  

- Church Birthday Party & Family and Fellowship 

December 6 – Council Meeting, 7:00 pm 

December 9 – Choir Christmas Concert  

December 17 – Children’s Christmas Pageant 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Service, 5:00 pm 

December 25 – Merry Christmas!! 
 

November Birthdays 
 

Gustavo Griesbach    2 

Cheryl Rutz     5 

Lilly Hoeniger     7 

Lindsay Guptill    10 

Sebastian Taylor   11 

Ken Williamson    14 

Eric Quist    22 

Mark Showalter    26 

Kristin Zabroski    27 

Charlotte Johnson   28 

Sue Rowe    28 

Dolly Varley    29 

Russell Williamson   30 


