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You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor 

and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies 

and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be 

children of your Father in heaven.  

~ Matthew 5:43-45 
 

Have you ever had someone regard you as their enemy? 

It could have been someone you barely knew whose 

disdain for you was evident. Or maybe it was someone 

in your life with whom you shared an intimate 

relationship and for one reason or another, everything 

went awry and now they can’t stand you. Or on the flip 

side, have you ever regarded an individual/group as your 

enemy? The sight of that person or organization, the 

mention of their name, the mere hint of this person in a 

memory or in a conversation 

made you cringe. He or she can 

transform your mood in a 

nanosecond from warm-hearted 

to cold-hearted. Most of us have 

had the very human experience 

of feeling on one side of this 

measure of hostility or the other.   

 

One of God’s most challenging calls for his church is to 

‘Love our enemies' – the very ones who cause us pain, or 

ignite anger in us. I believe for most of us this call to 

‘Love our Enemies’ may be one, if not, the most 

unreasonable commands that Jesus could call us to do. 

And because of this, it is probably one of the most 

important words of Jesus to pay attention to, especially 

in a day and age where divisiveness deepens, and enmity 

between people, political parties and even nations 

continues to cost property, relationship and especially 

life. If ever the world needed people strong enough to 

stand up and boldly say ‘no more’ – no more hate, no 

more violence, no more vengeance, or in Jesus’ own 

words: no more of this! (read Luke 22:47-53), it is now.  

 

The dictionary defines an Enemy as ‘a person or entity 

that holds a harmful design against another; hatred 

toward another person; a hostile person.’ David Steindl-

Rast describes one as this: “an enemy is in mutual 

opposition with us in matters of deep concern. Their 

goals are opposed to our own highest aspirations.” 

Sadly, there are vast and valid causes to categorize 

people, institutions, even nations under the noun: 

Enemy. 

 

This is all the more reason, Christ’s words stun us into 

silence. His exhortation makes our heads spin. He calls 

us to LOVE. Not just ignore... not just refrain from 

retaliation… but love our enemies! Our immediate 

reaction is IMPOSSIBLE. Christ can’t possibly mean 

this! Surely, this is some hidden parable or vague 

hyperbole lost on us. Surely, He isn’t telling us to love 

those who stand in direct opposition to us. 

 

Love one another. Love the poor.  

Love the sick and the dying.  

Love the weary and sad.  

Love the one who really messed.  

But love our enemies? Does Christ truly expect us to 

swing our doors open wide, and throw our arms around 

those who are bent on causing pain for me and especially 

those whom I cherish? But here his words stand, and we 

who are Christians have to grapple with them.  

 

We can choose to ignore God’s call, allowing ourselves 

to be drawn into the ‘me vs. you’, ‘us vs. them’, adding 

to the hate, perpetuating a cycle of tit-for-tat, where 

everyone loses but Satan himself. Or, we can grapple 

and pray, and choose to love them at our best, by the 

grace of God, empowered by His love for us. (continued) 

NO MORE OF THIS! 
A Message from Pastor Linda 

Domestic Disaster Relief 
 
Love Mercy Do Justice works in coordination with 
Covenant World Relief, regional conferences and 
local congregations who have partnerships with 
organizations on the ground in affected areas, to 
respond immediately to those in need during sudden 
onset disaster. Support Domestic Disaster Relief 
efforts today: www.covchurch.org 
 
 



Martin Luther King, Jr. in his 1957 sermon, Love Your 

Enemies, said this, “… far from being an impractical 

idealist, Jesus has become the practical realist.…Far 

from being the pious injunction of a utopian dreamer, 

this command is an absolute necessity for the survival of 

our civilization. Yes, it is love that will save our world 

and our civilization, love even for enemies.” Yes, Love 

never fails. (1 Corinthians 13:8a) 

 

Remember, Jesus was all-too-familiar with real enemies. 

He had himself endured the ruthless hate of others. 

Consider that from the day he was born to the day he 

hung on the Cross, he had people looking to take him 

‘out,’ people whose hearts were dead set upon opposing 

him and everything He cherished. Yet, from his first 

breath to his last, Jesus lived true to his own words. 

 

So, why love our enemies?  

 

Briefly, we are to love them because it guards our own 

hearts from hate that seeks to distort us. Hating others, or 

wanting to get even, only leads us down a rabbit hole of 

deceit, lies and more pain. Vengeance and retaliation 

only “wears everyone down and dehumanizes those 

involved, including us”. However, love….Love has the 

power to change and transform people. In the words of 

MLK Jr, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only 

light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love 

can do that."  And as Jenny Yang says, “To love our 

enemy is to believe that no one is beyond the grace of 

God—that every single human being is on the same 

footing before God as sinners.” 

To be very clear, the love Christ speaks of is not ‘phileo’ 

love – brotherly love – a ‘let’s be pals.’ Nor is it ‘eros’ 

love – romantic love. He is speaking to ‘agape love’ – 

showing God’s good will and kindness toward another. 

It is acknowledging this human being is created by God, 

formed in God’s image, and loved by God. We don’t 

have to like them but we are called to love them.  

 

How do we love them?  

Here are a few practical ways: 

1. Greet them…kindly, genuinely. Acknowledge 

them with something more gracious than a snarl, 

or a snarky remark.  

2. Meet their practical needs, extending to them 

God’s generosity and good will toward them.  

3. Pray. Pray for their hearts and minds. Pray for 

their best. It may mean starting with a prayer as 

simple and honest as “God help me to want to 

pray for this person because right now I can’t 

conjure a single thought that is compassionate or 

polite.” But the Spirit of God moves mightily 

through prayer to change others and us.  

 

In closing, MLK Jr. sums it up best, “Somebody must 

have sense enough and morality enough to cut off the 

chain of hate and the chain of evil in the universe. And 

you do that by love.” We, the Church, are called to be 

different – set apart from the way the world operates, 

and to establish His kingdom on earth as it is in heaven, 

and we do this in part, by loving our enemies. ✞  

 

SUNDAY MORNING FALL PROGRAMS RESUME 

 

Sunday School: Studying The Lord’s Prayer in-depth 

Jesus’ disciples were Jewish. They were also day laborers, for the most part—fishermen who may or may not 

have spent a lot of time in the temple. Still, it surprised me a little bit to 

realize that they asked Jesus to teach them how to pray. It made me think 

about how Jesus must have been trustworthy and accessible, since they 

weren’t afraid to ask him. It also made me think the disciples knew that Jesus 

had something they didn’t have when it came to prayer. 

 

Jesus gave them a simple, short, and surprising response. He told them to 

start by calling God “Father.” Frame your entire conversation as one that 

assumes you are a child and that the Creator of the Universe is your dad. 

Climb up into his lap and tell him about your day. Nestle your head against 

his chest and ask him to forgive you. Tell the stories of heartbreak and of 

anxiety and of need. And that’s pretty much all you have to do if you want to 

learn how to pray. (See Luke 11:1-13 for more on this) 

 

This fall in both the Adult Bible Study (Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the Lydia Room—anyone is welcome any 

time) and during the children’s Sunday School hour we will be looking at the Lord’s Prayer from a variety of 

different angles. This past week the children made prayer shawls and they will be learning about prayer through 



music, cooking, games, and drama in the upcoming weeks. They are also learning about loving and serving our 

community through our monthly “Acts of Love” Sundays. Pastor Linda also has begun “bagels and Bible 

Study” for our middle and high school youth at 9:30 Sunday morning.  

 

We give thanks for Michel Williams, Morgen Fisher, and Heather Hurley, who are teaching Sunday school this 

fall, and to Deb Andrews and Laura Cannavaro for leading Acts of Love and the Christmas pageant (Mark your 

calendars, Christmas pageant is December 17th during the 10:30 worship service). May we all, old and young, 

learn and grow in the language of faith that draws us closer to our good and loving Father! 

 

GRIT AND GRACE FOR OUR YOUTH 

This Fall we are offering a different study for our youth, Grade 6 and up. Pastor Linda is 

walking the students through the book, Grit and Grace, which focuses on different women 

of the Bible and lessons we can learn from each of these women about God, our faith, and 

ourselves. The class meets on Sunday mornings for Bagels and Bible study at 9:30 am. 

Books are provided, and no advance reading or preparation is required!  (You may be 

asking ‘But what about Confirmation Class?’ This year we have no students presently in 

Grades 7-8, the grades Confirmation class is generally offered. 

 

CAROLYN’S PLACE BABY SHOWER, By Dolly Whitney 

On Wednesday, September 23rd, seventeen Salem Church ladies enjoyed a delicious dinner 

with the ladies from Our Lady of Perpetual Help. It was an evening of good food, fun and fellowship. The 

occasion was the annual baby shower for Carolyn’s Place. Carolyn’s Place is 

a facility for unwed mothers to turn to, to receive education and assistance 

during their pregnancy. The new mothers also receive clothing and items for 

the new baby. A representative from Carolyn’s Place spoke briefly and Dolly 

Whitney read three amusing articles, which were greatly enjoyed by 

everyone. A real good time was had by all! 

 

SEPTEMBER: A MONTH OF WATER AND MORE WATER!  

 

September was filled with a lot of joy-filled events with the baptismal 

waters representing new life in Christ in the center. On October 10, Jaxson 

Theodore Butts, son of Gordon and Tracie Butts, and brother to Nya was 

baptized in our worship service. Together, Gordon and Tracie, and the 

church made vows to nurture Jaxon in the Christian faith, and to pray for 

him with the hope and promise of Jaxon one day making a public 

confirmation to his own faith in Christ.  

Later in the month, Carol Walzer and her sister, Alison Stone, in a smaller 

and more intimate setting, participated in a service to affirm their baptismal 

vows spoken when they were infants. Both made public and heartfelt 

proclamations of their renewed faith in Christ. Here are Carol’s own beautiful words of testimony:  

My journey to arrive at this special moment has been rather long and circuitous. I have always had a 

connection with God but only recently, with the support of ardent prayers by family membes and friends, in 

particular my dear sister, I am now, by the grace of God, committed to living my life with Him through 

Jesus Christ. During this service today I wish to repent of all my past sins and transgression, and wash 

myself clean again. The Lord is now my constant compaion and I pray that I will always use my life by 

following His exmample, and in the way that He will guide me on a daily baises. So this service is an 

affirmation of my baptismal vows and confirmation and an expressed willingness to serve God as He 

chooses to direct me.  

 

We give thanks for God’s Spirit working in Jaxon, Carol and Alison’s lives! 

 



 

LOVE MERCY, DO JUSTICE 
From our inception the Covenant has been concerned with helping hurting people (love mercy), and addressing the causes 
of that hurt (do justice). The mission of Love Mercy Do Justice (LMDJ) is to “Join God in making things right in our broken 
world.”  
 
LMDJ Exploring Relief, Recovery Options for Puerto Rico Response 

covenantcompanion.com/2017/09/30/lmdj-exploring-relief-recovery-options-for-puerto-rico-response/ 

By Stan Friedman9/30/2017 

CHICAGO, IL (September 29, 2017) – Love Mercy Do Justice 

is in discussion with Covenant churches and other 

organizations about coordinating a response to the disaster in 

Puerto Rico caused by Hurricane Maria, executive minister 

Cecilia Williams said today. 

“Monies have already been received to assist with relief efforts, 

and we are working to develop a comprehensive plan with 

partners,” Williams said. “As in all of our efforts around 

disaster response, we plan to be a part of the process through long-term recovery and the restoration 

of so many lives which have been upended by this destructive storm.” 

Due to the vast devastation, many organizations have not yet been able to send people in to help with 

relief or get supplies already on the ground to places of most urgent need, Williams added. 

Covenanters have already given to Puerto Rico recovery efforts. More information and additional 

opportunities for assisting in this ongoing crisis will be forthcoming. Please continue to pray for the 

families in urgent need of assistance during this critical time. ✞ 

BEST WAYS TO RESPOND IN DISASTER 

 

When disaster strikes, concerned individuals and groups want to help. But what is the best way to  

respond? Sometimes our good intentions in times of disaster can do more harm than good. The list  

below will better enable you to make thoughtful decisions about how to best respond in times of  

disaster. The Love Mercy Do Justice mission priority and Covenant World Relief offer the following  

guidelines: 

 Find a trustworthy, reputable relief organization to donate to.  

Professional humanitarian aid organizations are able to respond quickly to urgent needs because of 

financial gifts. Your gift is essential  

to facilitate response to the emergency needs of the most vulnerable. Love Mercy Do Justice in  

partnership with Covenant World Relief is a vital part of the Covenant Church’s response to domestic  

disasters. LMDJ and CWR work with local partners who have expertise and experience in disaster 

response. 

 Cash donations do make a difference.  

Cash donations can be used immediately to purchase critically needed items. Experienced organizations 

are able to provide aid to the afflicted more quickly because they have experience in getting items in 

bulk, avoiding duplicated efforts, and identifying those most in need. One hundred percent of donations 

to Love Mercy Do Justice will be used for disaster response. 

 Pray. Pray. Pray.  

Pray for those who have been affected and for aid workers. Pray for those who have lost loved ones. 

Pray for survivors who are suffering. Pray with others, with your family, and your church. 

 

 

 

http://covenantcompanion.com/2017/09/30/lmdj-exploring-relief-recovery-options-for-puerto-rico-response/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%253A+covchurch%252Fnews+%28Covenant+Newswire%29
http://covenantcompanion.com/2017/09/30/lmdj-exploring-relief-recovery-options-for-puerto-rico-response/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+covchurch%2Fnews+(Covenant+Newswire)


CONGREGATION VOTES FOR NEW PART-TIME STAFF MEMBER 

At our Congregational Business meeting in September, Church members voted in favor of re-allocating 

budgeted funding for the Intern position (which is vacant this year) to funding a part-time Administrative 

Assistant position, running from September through May 31, 2018. Caitlin Cannavaro, who has a degree in 

Business Administration, will be filling this new role. 

 

It was also reported that the role of Treasurer and role of Chief Financial Officer will be collapsed into one. 

This is in part due to our present size and needs of the church. For fiscal accountability the financial books will 

be reviewed quarterly by the Church chair or vice-chair, and our former CFO, Holly Camp. 

Introducing Salem’s New Administrative Assistant!  

It is my honor to be working alongside of Pastor Linda for the next year. I was brought 

to this church when we baptized our first daughter, Addyson. I began attending church 

and then made it frequent when Pastor Linda came to the church. I thought I might be a 

good asset in the administrative assistant position with my experience and education.  

I graduated from Manhattanville College in 2010 with a Bachelors in Business 

Management. While attending school, I was hired for two internships at Marquis Jet, a 

private jet company, in Manhattan. I worked on the Sales Support Team, involved with 

marketing and direct mailing, for one summer and one winter. After college I looked 

into the medical field and was hired as a rehab manager for a nursing home. Later, I was 

hired by a rehab management company to oversee 6 rehab offices in nursing homes. 

While doing this, I kept my hand in the restaurant business which gave me great customer service experience 

which I still enjoy doing today after 13 years.  

Taylor and I now have two daughters with our third to arrive any day!  We own a home in Washington, CT. I 

come from a big family which is one of the reasons why I enjoy this church so much. I always feel welcomed 

and everyone is always willing to help you at any time and interested to see how you are doing. I am excited to 

be here working for the church and look forward to the future ahead. 

PROPERTY UPDATE 

 

Parsonage Deck – The parsonage deck has been completed with the help of 

many different people sharing their gifts and talents. We are grateful for all the 

hard work. Michel and Pastor Linda are looking forward to enjoying many 

barbecues and sunsets outside. Watch for details of a deck-warming party in the 

future! 

 

Many thanks to Mike Andrews, Mikey Andrews, Vincent Belanger, Jim Brinton, 

Ken Carlson, Bob Dickinson, Jeff Fleet, John Peterson, Mark Showalter, Dave 

Swanson, and Michel Williams, and Dolly Whitney who made it all possible. 

 

 

At our Congregational Business meeting in June, the church 

voted to launch a capital campaign to raise $78,000 for the 

re-paving of our entire church parking lot in the fall. It seems 

a daunting figure for a congregation of our size! Yet, we trust 

God to be the provider for all of our needs. It is the Council’s 

hope that this capital campaign effort will generate the 

necessary funds to accomplish the project. Over $6500 has 

already been generously donated! (continued next page) 



Phase I will include installing a curtain drain to 

minimize water damage, correcting severe erosion, 

filling a few potholes temporarily, and leveling the 

sinking edge to the Fellowship Room entrance.  

Work is expected to start the week of October 23.  

 

Phase II will start once we have the funding in place 

for a project of this scope. Phase II includes re-

paving the Entrance, Upper Lot, Lower Lot, and 

Middle Driveway. Letters and pledge cards will be 

mailed this week to all of our members and friends, 

and beyond. Please consider making a pledge for 

this much-needed property improvement.✞ 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

JUSTICE COALITION CONFERENCE 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING OCTOBER EVENTS  

October 1 – Communion, Family and Fellowship 

October 4 – Council Meeting, 7:00 pm 

October 6 - Loaves and Fishes, 3:30 pm  

October 8 – “Pave the Way” Capital Campaign begins 

October 14 – 5th Annual Women’s Saturday Gathering, 9 am - 3 pm 

October 15 – Marlon Simpkins, Guest preacher 

October 21 – Justice Conference @ New York Covenant Church,  

New Rochelle, NY 

October 28 – Annual Penny Auction   
 

LATER FALL EVENTS 

November 5 – All Saints Sunday 

November 12 – Grubby Sunday 

November 19 – Covenant World Relief Sunday 

November 22 – Inter-Faith Thanksgiving Service @ St John’s 

November 26 – No Sunday school Classes  

December 1 – Loaves and Fishes, 3:30 pm 

Hosted by: New York Covenant 

Church 

New Rochelle, NY 

To register: www.covjustice.org 
 

(Pastor Linda and Jeremy Chase, Church 

Chair, plan to attend.) 

 

http://www.covjustice.org/


December 2 – Financial Seminar for Churches, Sponsored by the East Coast Conference. Hosted by New York 

Covenant Church, New Rochelle, NY 

 

December 3 – Advent Begins  

- Church Birthday Party & Family and Fellowship 

December 6 – Council Meeting, 7:00 pm 

December 9 – Choir Christmas Concert  

December 17 – Children’s Christmas Pageant 

  - Amy Julia Becker preaching 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Service, 5:00 pm 

December 25 – Merry Christmas!! 

 

October Birthdays 

OCTOBER 

William Hurley     1 

Audrey Wright     2 

Norma Cummings    4 

Preston Rutz     5 

Edward Caco     6 

Barbara Johnson    8 

Preston Rutz    15 

Maya Ghose    17 

Jean Monteleone   18 

Heather Hurley    20 

Donna Alex    25 

Susan Nelson    28 


