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Everyone has dreams. 

 

There are the dreams we have while sleeping, and 

then there are those dreams - “something of an 

unreal beauty, charm, or excellence”- which can be 

readily interchanged with words like hope or vision. 

The first kind come to us when our mental defenses 

are at rest, and emerge from the subconscious 

depths of our minds as we slumber. The second is 

formed in our waking hearts as aspirations and 

ambitions. The dreams may be intensely private, 

while others are shared in public squares with the 

hope of others sharing in the dream.  

 

Some people dream of owning 

their own home. Others dream 

of getting married, becoming a 

doctor, or retiring young. Many 

have altruistic visions such as 

world peace, the end of human 

trafficking, a pristine 

environment for future 

generations, or justice for all.  

 

How about you? What do you dream about? What 

are your dreams for today and tomorrow?  

 

Dreams are powerful conduits for thought, feelings 

and ideas. They are incredibly persuasive agents of 

change and can often prompt people into action as a 

result of them. They disturb and disrupt; they cheer 

and inspire. Dreams can change the course of our 

lives or cause a continental shift in our attitudes … 

they can free us from guilt, grant us courage, or 

open our minds to imaginative possibilities.  

 

We are made for dreaming.  

 

It should come as no surprise that God, the ultimate 

Dream Maker, has always used visions and dreams 

as one means of communicating with His people. 

His Spirit enters into the dreams of men and women 

in order to orient them to His intentions and plans.  

  

Numbers 12:6 - “Listen to my words: “When there 

is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, reveal myself 

to them in visions, I speak to them in dreams.” 

 

We see in the Word, “the LORD GOD used visions 

to reveal his plan, to further his plan or to place 

people in places of influence.” (gotquestions.org) 

God spoke into the dreams of men and women, 

kings and commoners, Jews and Gentiles, people of 

faith and those with none.  He formed visions and 

dreams for Abraham, Jacob, Joseph (nicknamed the 

Dreamer by his brothers), Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel, 

bakers and tanners, Joseph (the earthly father of 

Jesus), the apostles Peter and Paul, 

and even Pilate’s wife. In other 

words, anyone.  

 

Today, God, our Dream Giver, 

continues to impart vision and to 

speak into dreams. He continues to 

spur us to imagine the unimaginable 

with Him. He is at work in us and through us to 

make the impossible possible. He transforms holy 

thoughts into reality … all for the working out of 

His holy and good purpose.  

 

As you look toward 2017, what is God’s dream for 

you? Your children and/or grandchildren? What 

might His dream be for Salem Covenant Church? 

For this town and this region?  

 

How will you respond? Will you awaken to and live 

into it?  As Bruce Epperly writes, “If we listen to 

God’s whispering, we are often led on unexpected 

pathways of personal growth, new possibilities of 

adventure.”  

Let’s dare to dream with God!  

Happy New Year!  ✞

DREAMS 
A Message from Pastor Linda 



SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES, (PART 3 OF 3 PART SERIES) 

Joe Snedden, Pastoral Intern  
 

Spiritual Disciplines have long been a part 

of the Christian tradition. There is something about 

devoting oneself regularly to spending time with 

God or with Scripture that can be meaningful, 

centering, and life-giving. Whether one sets time 

aside first thing in the morning, just before bed, or 

at any time in between, choosing to practice a 

Spiritual Discipline can be very rewarding.  

The new year is beginning and it is a great 

time to evaluate 2016 and prepare for success in 

2017. New Year’s is a time for resolution and 

change and this third and final spiritual discipline is 

powerful way to recognize and overcome our 

weaknesses in the coming year. 

 

CONFESSION 

Confession is a way for us to examine our lives 

and check in on how well we are living up to God’s 

expectations for our lives. It was a very common 

practice in the early church, but has really fallen out 

of favor, especially among Protestants who feel it’s 

“too Catholic.” On a personal note, I learned about 

this one from a seminary class. Having done the 

Catholic Sacrament of Penance, I never thought this 

would be for me; however, I found it quite moving 

and edifying to work through this practice in the 

following format. 

Steps 

1. Sit comfortably and relax your mind. Breathe 

deeply and invite God to help guide your 

practice. 

2. Prayerfully consider the upcoming day. Ask 

God to help you honestly consider the places, 

activities, and situations that may lead you away 

from Him. God does not give us more than we can 

handle, but if we can avoid temptations, we should 

do so. For the unavoidable, we can confess our 

weakness to God and admit our total reliance on 

God’s help to avoid failure. 

3. On a piece of paper, write down the biggest 

pitfall you think you will encounter today. Pray 

for God to deliver you from the temptation and 

from the evil of sin. Tear up the piece of paper 

and throw it away or dispose of it in some other 

way that is meaningful for you. 

4. Pray this prayer and reflect on its phrases. 

Allow God to illuminate every part of you: 

a. O Lord, Creator of All and Master of my 

Life, I submit to you. Help me to move from 

darkness to light; from the low places of my 

life to the heights of glory you have in store 

for me. Help me to overcome every 

temptation and grant me the humility to 

recognize my own failings and to live 

without condemning those of my sisters and 

brothers. For yours is the Power and the 

Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

5. Pray and/or Journal. Thank God for the 

experience of the text. Consider writing about 

what you experienced or about any thoughts that 

bubbled up as you worked. 

These are just a sampling of the many 

Spiritual Disciplines one might practice. I 

encourage you to do this throughout January as you 

contemplate how you might live out your faith in 

the coming year. ✞ 

 

CHURCH’S 128TH BIRTHDAY PARTY 

This year many brought birthday presents for the church’s 128th 

celebration. Our children were delighted to open the many gifts – it was 

good practice for Christmas ! We received batteries, cleaning 

products, paper towels, a hand-held vacuum, and many more items 

needed for sustaining the day-to-day operations in the life of the church. 

Thank you to everyone for your generous gifts! 

 

PROPERTY UPDATE –  

During the month of December we are happy to report there was 

no need for maintenance or repairs. We passed our annual Fire 

Inspection with flying colors! 

                              

MAINTENANCE NEEDED! 



 

“FINALS” CARE PACKAGES FOR OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS 

This year Salem shipped 13 care packages to our students away for school. Ron Ames made 

certain to post them to arrive in their mailboxes just before college finals began, and final 

papers and projects came due. The boxes were filled to the very brim with homemade 

cookies, Kleenex, a variety of candy, gum, protein bars, sticky notes, a Bible verse, a card 

from the church and much more! We even mailed one to Sebastian Taylor over in England! Some of their notes 

of thanks can be read on our last page. Thank you, Salem, for showing your care toward our students near and 

far! You are a witness of God’s steadfast love and provision.  

 

CHOIR’S CHRISTMAS & OUTREACH CONCERTS, by Maddy Snedden 

Salem Covenant Church’s Choir performed in two concerts in 

December, first on the twelfth to a full house on Baldwin Hill, 

and second to the staff and residents of Center for Comfort Care 

& Healing, a hospice center in Danbury. The concerts featured 

several solos by John Quist, and flute accompaniment by 

Jennifer Bogue. As always, our talented Susan Klein directed 

and accompanied the choir on piano. 

Though a somewhat shorter program than in recent years, 

concertgoers commented that this year’s show stood out as one 

of the best. Attendees enjoyed the blend of new selections like 

“Mozart’s Fa La La” with old favorites – “Silent Night,” “The 

Star,” and “O Holy Night.” Many songs were traditional carols with fresh, modern arrangements, including 

“Carol of the Bells” and “In the Bleak Midwinter.” Anyone who wishes to listen to the concert recording can do 

so on the church website at http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/20822093.  

CHRISTMAS BRUNCH  

Almost 30 of our Seniors came together on 

December 13 to enjoy a Christmas brunch with 

one another. This year the serving table was 

dotted with special holiday breads, breakfast 

casseroles, hearty hams, fruit salads and much, 

much more. Every seating had a paper placemat 

with challenging Christmas riddles and other 

trivia. Robin McHan and Diane Swanson were 

Santa’s helpers in the kitchen, making sure to have the food piping hot and ready to 

serve. Susan Anthony-Klein delighted every one as she played Christmas carols as a 

backdrop of music. Pastor Linda wrapped up the morning with a brief devotion. We 

were delighted to have several of our long-time members (Jean Hough and Betty 

Johnson) come with the aid of several others.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT, By Joe Snedden 

 

Sometime in October, I remember Amy Julia Becker telling Pastor Linda that her son, William, and Deb 

Andrews had had an epiphany about the Christmas Pageant this year. It must have been one heckuva shared 

vision because this year’s pageant was tremendous! The kids looked like they were having a wonderful time as 

they acted out the story of Jesus’s birth and visits by wise men and lowly shepherds.  (Continued on the next page.)

http://salemcov.sermon.net/main/main/20822093


The Christmas narrative is one that we hear every 

year and there is rarely any real variation from 

retelling to retelling. There is 

no room at the inn, so Mary and 

Joseph find a stable, a manger, 

and some hay on which to lay 

our newborn Savior. Angels 

appear to shepherds. Wise men 

follow a star. Everyone comes 

to worship the little Lord Jesus 

and our joy is made whole.  

 

And yet, the performance the 

children gave was unlike 

anything I have ever seen. It featured an epic battle 

between the light (represented by angels) and the 

darkness (represented by ninjas), sarcastic asides 

from the characters as they were described 

uncharitably in the narration, and more laps around 

a sanctuary by sheep than I have 

ever witnessed. 

 

All in all, the pageant was a 

wonderful event. It was full of 

important lessons, love for God, 

and a joy that I hope the 

performers are able to take with 

them throughout their lives. I 

know that everyone who was 

there was blessed by the 

unbridled joy the kids brought to 

the Christmas Story. I hope we can all remember 

and carry the same joy in our hearts throughout the 

coming year.✞

 

 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE, By Joe Snedden 

 

I had never heard of a Blue Christmas service 

before, so when Pastor Linda delegated its planning 

to me, I have to admit I balked a little. How does 

one speak to the deep grief this season can bring on 

when all around us people are celebrating? Growing 

up Catholic, I know that there is power in losing 

oneself to ritual. Setting aside oneself for a little 

while to be a part of the greater body of Christ is 

one of the greatest gifts that Christian community 

provides.  

 

So, gathering together on the longest night of the 

year, a number of people from our community sat 

with each other to mourn the sense of loss they have 

during the Christmas season. We sang hymns, lit 

candles, and gave our deepest griefs as an offering 

to God. After the service, there was time to sit and 

pray together 

silently. It was 

beautiful. I hope 

those who 

gathered felt so as 

well. The 

following 

morning, I took up 

the offerings of 

lament and 

brought them outside to burn as an offering to God. 

As the papers burned, they curled up into the shape 

of a rose. In my heart of hearts, I know God heard 

us. Our suffering may not end any time soon, but I 

believe we can take comfort in the knowledge that 

God is with us in it. Amen. ✞

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Christmas Eve overflowed with gifts that night:   

 Many thanks Salem’s Choir (Roger Cannavaro, Julie Fredlund, John Quist, Joe and Maddy 

Snedden, Donna Alex, Cathy Greiner, Patti Anderson, Diane Hansen, Craig Nelson, Tim Meeker, 

and Janet Smith) and to Susan Anthony-Klein (Director) and Jennifer Anthony-Bogue (flutist) for 

the beautiful choral music throughout the service.  

 Thank you to our Readers on this holy night: Joe Snedden, Taylor Cannavaro, Gail Covillian, 

Diane Swanson, and Michel Williams. 

 Special thanks to Stephanie Shaw for providing Childcare during the service. 

 And finally thanks for those that gave financially. Over $850 was received and will be shared 

between Washington’s EMS and Salem’s Benevolent Fund (for those experiencing unexpected 

financial need). 



IMPORTANT JANUARY EVENTS & DATES 

January 1 – Happy New Year!  

     - Worship and Communion, 10:30 am 

January 6 – Loaves and Fishes 

January 8 – Sunday Morning Bible study, Confirmation class, Children’s Church resume 

 - Rev. Eva Cudmore, Guest Preaching. (Pastor Eva served as Interim Pastor several years ago) 

 - Annual Reports due. Please email them to Amy Hoeniger. 

January 17 – Council Meeting, 7:00 pm 

January 22- Annual Church Business & Budget meeting, following Worship, Childcare provided. 

January 28 – February 2 – Pastor Linda in Louisville, Kentucky for Covenant Midwinter and interviewing for 

new ordinands. 

 

 

Prayer Buddies – Each Spring we invite adults in our church to become Prayer Buddies 

with Salem’s children, grades K-8. Adults are paired up with a child in our church and 

asked to pray specifically for this child over five months time. This act of kindness and care 

requires no committee meetings, no phone calls, no baking, no money. All it requires is time devoted for them 

in prayer. This year would you be willing to buddy up with child and pray for him or her? Sign-up at the table in 

the Narthex! 
 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Thank you for your generous Christmas gift! It was enormously thoughtful of you, especially in the midst of so 

much activity at this time of year. I give thanks to God for the great gift YOU are to me. It is both my joy and 

privilege to serve this dear church. May you each have a happy and holy 2017! 

 

With sincere appreciation, 

Pastor Linda 

 

Dear Pastor Linda and Salem Covenant Church, 

 

Finals week was really tough but I made it through thanks to the care package! It was really nice to be able to 

pull out a big bag of goodies when the energy of the study session was getting low, and then to reward myself 

with cookies after a long exam. Those cookies were so good.  

Thank you to everyone for the yummy food and good vibes! Also, have a happy Christmas and New Year’s too! 

 

Sincerely, 

Oliver Taylor 

 

Pastor Linda, 

 

I just wanted to say thank you very much to you and the other members of the church who sent out the care 

packages. It was a great treat to find in my mailbox before the start of finals. Thank you again and happy 

holidays!  

 

Sincerely,  

Luke Hoeniger 



SALEM COVENANT’S CORE VALUES 

 

We, the members and friends of Salem Covenant 

Church, are committed 

… to loving God through worship and praise,  

… opening ourselves to His Word, and  

… visiting God in prayer. 

We are SALEM. 
 

Showing compassion to those in need as God 

gives us grace and ability. (Matthew 9:46) 

  

Accepting one another in grace and love as 

Christ has accepted us. (Romans 15:7) 
 

Lending a hand to those around through acts of 

service in Christ’s name. (Matthew 20:28; Romans 

15:1-2)    
 

Engaging in life together. (Acts 2:42-47)    
 

Moving in one accord. (Romans 12:4-5; 

Ephesians 4:2-6) 

 
 

Dear Salem, 

 

Thank you for the generous support you provide your sponsored children.  

You have brought hope to our children and community. This year we assisted with 

preservation facilities for over 1.2 million doses of vaccines, which local health centers 

will use to immunize children. We have reduced malnutrition in the community and 

more than half of our population has easy access to safe drinking water. However, 

there are still many challenges, particularly in helping families increase their income so 

that they can meet their children’s needs. We thank God for your support and for 

improving the lives of children in our community.  

 

Johnson Mawaba,  

Manager for Ledia Area Development Program, Congo – Project Hope 

 

January Birthdays  

January 

Deb Andrews     3 

Sarah Swanson    12 

Adam Douskey    12 

Bob Dickinson    14 

Emily Melton    15 

Claire Caco    16 

Susan Anthony-Klein   18 

Mikey Andrews    19 

Tim Meeker    19 

Nick Parker    19 

Helga Hershey    19 

Edward Caco, III    25 

Rachael Andrews   29 

Owen Light    29 

Marilee Becker    30  

 

Jetride Yakoso 

Christvie Mbena Ngandali 


